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CrecheApproved;

Law Suit Planned

By DAVID KIRKWOOD

The Village Board Tuesday
voled to approve the Scars-

dale Creche Commillee's
to be permitied to erect the tradi-
tional ereche (Nalivity scene) (n
Bonilace Cirele. However,
Leonard Rubin, a Scarsdale at-
S i e
o
sturt o law suit in federal court for
against the Village

The clergymen stoted their be-
lief that the use of public land for &
. " s “inap-
proprinte.” Therefore, they sug-
ﬁﬂedthlthﬂlﬂmw the creche

placed on the grounds of five
churches on a rotating basis from
vear. The churches who

cock Presbyterian, Scarsdale
Community Baplist and Scars.
dale Congregational, Scarsdale
Community Baptist, Greenville

l:nmuunﬂ{ and Scarsdale Con-
re Elﬂlil'-ll' for oral com-

munieations from the publie, the
board heard Trustee Gor-
don, chairman of the Law Com-
mittee, report that court
decisions upheld the legality of the
use of public Innd for a creche
provided that it is not erected by
the government of al government
EXpEnRE.

Mayor Boine Johnzon then re-
perted that the Advisory Commit-

tee on Human Relations had re-
commended to the bourd that it
pocept the request of the Creche
Commitles.
Discussion
First to spenk from the foor
was Leonard Rubin who told the
board that the *‘thrusi of the law"'
wllgluwﬂirmutwﬂ
religious displays on public
land, Saying that such display is
"tol.lllr i " Rubin said
that although he is Jewish he
wollld be ** Just as much”
if the Village permitted a
menorah or some olher Jewish
zﬁ to be ploced in Boniface

Scarsdale Chamber of Com-
merce  President  Thomas
:uu:l:u;h ::.r: rw;d ] lltl.tl"h
rorm his orga ion favoring
traditional use of Boniface Circle
for the creche. Kavanaugh cited
an informal of 80 local mer-

chants, of 58 favored the
creche being allowed and two
were undecided. The leiter also

pointed out that the religious
larization last Christmas in
was ed by
the removal of & creche from pub-
lic land onto church ¥,
Mrs. John Curran of the Scars-
diale Creche Committee which
represents St James the Less,
Our Lady of Fatima, Church of St.
Plus X, Immaculate Heart of
Mary, Grace Lutheran, Trinily
Lutheran and Redesmer Luthe-
ran Churches, read a letter stal-
ing that the group would consider
the removal of the creche from
Bomiface Cirele '“an erosion of our
spiritual values, an affront to the
drafters of our Constitution whose
intent was to protect religious
freedom and an injustice Lo the
mh ol Searsdale whose inter-
lﬂﬂﬂu-h.n?mhln
“‘W“ﬁ‘m’“’mﬁ‘ the
e o exis-
tence of o Lo the creche,
the committee said it believed
that few residents shared those
feclings. Rather, the letter said,
the creche has been o source of
edification to the
Eleanor Kirk, chairman of the
Human Relations Committee, ex:

(Contimued on Page 4)

Creche Approved

plained that the group recom-
mended that the board allow the
creche to be erected in Boniface
Circle since “‘its presence there is
accepted by a majority in the
Scarsdale community, regardless
of religious beliefs, as a long-held
tradition of the Village."" Allowing
it, the committee's statement con-
tinued, “‘will have the most har-
monious effect on relationships
within the community."

Joining in support of the Creche
Committee’s request was the Rev.
M.C. Meyer, minister ol Trinity
Lutheran Church, and president
of the Scarsdale Rotary Club, who
said that the creche "“makes for
joy and peace at this time of
year"'; James R. Meehan, chair-
man of the Parish Council of Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Church,
who sald he favored the request
both as a representative of the
parish and also as the individual
who contributed the original
creche placed in Boniface Circle

in 1957; and Richard Gast, presi-
dent of the Arthur Manor Associa-
tion, whose board voted 11 to 0 that
the Village should grant the re-

quest.
Four to one

When the discussion was over,
the Trustees approved the request
by a four to one vote, with Trustee
Jeanne Richman the only dis-
senter. Trustee Richman exp-
lained that as a matter of princi-
ple she believes religious symbols
should not be placed on public
land.

Absent from this week's meel-
ing were Trustees George Szabad,
who In previous years has abs-
tained on the creche request, and
Marcy Kahn, who has voted for il

Following the vote on the re-
quest, the board voted unanim-
ously to have a small placed
beside the creche in Bonlface Cir;
cle stating that the creche had
been put there by the Creche
Committee.

(Continued from Page 1)

Although Rubin said nothing at
this week's meeting about suing
the Village, when reached by The
Inquirer he stated his intention to
do so. Rubin, a member of the
board of the New York Civil Liber-
ties Union, said that his suit would
have the support of that organiza-
tion. The NYCLU, he said, will
also sue Larchmont, which this
year plans to move its creche back
onto Euhlic property.

Rubin expressed confidence in
winning an injunction prohibiting
the placement of the creche in
Boniface Circle and he said that it
would not be in the best interests
of the Village for the Trustees to
spend the money required to fight
an injunction.

Asked whether his suit might be
divisive Rubin said, "'1 don't think
so. IU's a legal issue. It's not some-
thing that should be an emotional
issue. Whatever divisiveness
there is will be caused by the
group that insists on displaying its
own religious symbol."









Board Approves
Creche Request

By DAVID KIRKWOOD

The Scarsdale Village Board
voted five to one Tuesday evening
to grant the request of the Scars-
dale Creche Committee that it be
allowed to put up a creche (Nativ-
ity scene) in Boniface Circle, as it
has for the past 20 Christmases
The Trustees’ approval included
the proviso, initlated last year,
that the holiday display include a
sign reading '‘This creche is
erected and maintained solely by
the Scarsdale Creche Committee,
@ private organization.”

The Creche Commillee repres-
ents eight local churches — St.
James the Less, Scarsdale Com-
munity Baptist, Our Lady of
Fatima, St. Pius X, Immaculate
Heart of Mary, Grace Lutheran,
Redeemer Lutheran and Trinity
Lutheran.

The board's action came less
than a week after a November 18
ruling by Judge Robert J. Ward in
U.S. Distriet Court dismissing ac-
tions against Scarsdale, the Vil-
lage of Larchmont and the Town
of Mamaroneck aimed at prevent.
ing the display of creches on pub-
lic property. Judge Ward ruled
that federal courts lacked juris-
diction in the cases and that any
suit accusing a municipality of in-
fringing on citizens’ Constitu-
tional rights should be brought in
state court. The judge em-
phasized that his ruling expressed

no view on the merits of the case
brought by the plaintiffs

Although the circumstances in
the three towns vary, in each case
the plaintiff contended that the
municipality's policy amounted to
state establishment of religion in
violation of the First Amendment
to the Constitution. Leonard
Rubin, a Scarsdale resident and
an attorney with the New York
Civil Liberties Union, filed the suit
against Scarsdale and the Scars-
dale Creche Commitiee.

In moving to grant the Creche
Committee’'s request, Trustee
Frank Gordon said that previous
court rulings indicate that if the
Village does not itself promote the
display of the creche, permitting
it to be placed on public property
does not violate the Constitution.

Mayor George Szabad, who in
previous years has abstained on
the question, reluctantly voted to
allow the creche, explaining that
his concern that it violates the
principle of separation of church
and state was outweighed by his
unwillingness ‘‘to disturb the
peace and tranquility in the com-
munity based on a practice of
many years.'

Trustee Jeanne Richman cast
the only vole against, saying that
regardless of the legalities in-
volved, it is “inaporopriate’ to
allow public land to be used for the
“displaying of a particular sym-
bol of worship."”
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