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400 at H artsdale .: 
Prof est School Ban 
Of Nativity C rec he 

Speefal to The New York Ttmes. 
HARTSDALEt N. Y., Dec. 21 

-Four hundred residents here 
today protested the Board of 
Education's banning of a cr~che 
depicting the Nativity scene on 
l'he grounds of the Hartsdale 
Junior High School. 

They signed · a petition d~­
mandir:tg tha.t th·e board reverse 
itself. lt-lany of the objectors 
said they ,vould protest in per'­
son \vhen the .~ school board met 
ton1orro,v night. .. 

Dr. Nicholas A. Di Salvo, head 
of the Orthodontic Department! 
at Colun1bia University's School 
of Dentistry, said he ,vould l~ad 
the delegation of objectors. 

For the last t,venty years 
here school boards had per• 
mitted a· crache on the school 
grounds in the Christmas sea­
sons. The school is beside busy 
Central Park Avenue. 

The school board said its new 
policy of barring th~ cr~che ,vas 
based on. legal and moral re· 
sponsi~ility 'for the education 
of o.~I childre·n. Soine pa):'ents 
had objected to · the creche. · 

.. The principle of the separa• 

I 
tion of church and state -Is vio­
lated by t:he presence of r~ 
jligious symbols on school 
i grounds/• the board said. 11A 
creche . is clearly a religious 
·sy1nbol. The United States Su­
; prente Court affirmed this Idea. 
I \Vhen, in granting released time 

l 
for religious instruction, it made 
clear that such instruction could 

: not take place on school 
. grounds.'' 
, Dr. Di Salvo retorted that ff 
• the reasoning of the school 
; boa rd, ,vhf ch he constdereq · 
: faulty, were extended· "it would 
exclude from our· schools many 
of the things that are: very Jm-: 
portant in ~ucatlon." · 

!lJtJtwlork fltlnies 
Published: December 22, 1960 

Copyright © The New York Times 



. .. 
The Hartsdale 8Dard «' Dr. DISal\o rc1t that tbc mtr• 

tlon bas ann~ 111 wbtlmfng ■cotlmcnt. at thtt m«t• 
to •bilk by a llftmber • lnl wu (or the ttpluc-mcnt ol the 
slon to ban I~ tndllloaal cm• "At least everyone I JpOke 
from &be la11n of Ille Ceotral Af• to 11as for ti ," be said. 
enllt! Sdlool. Board tatC1llnll 

The actlou CoUO\\cd last "es'• Altbollih many people arc ,un 
■torrny meeting cl tlie KW conccrned Dr. l>ISalvo said, tbm! 
board, which \\15 attended by • ~dcfllllte acuon now ptanncd. 
residents. perw.s bllvc Aid the ma\· 
Dr. NkllolP A IMSlha a 1PCit :t &l7f ibould bC' brought bdore the 

man for a group OC 600 who 11¢cd NllltU, u "as 111c-ccssfully done 
a pctlllon TCQutslln& the Nall\-U, ht 0s,1o1111. but no m-ps hll~C )'Ct 
1ec,oe at lhtt acllaol, told the Jn• bct'9 tnlien In that direction, 

"The Hartsdale Board cl Educa• 
tlon has elven riou1 and carriul 
conslduatlon to the repr~nta• 
1 Ions. pm e Qd :an, of-u bllhilicr 

"11insdaie citizens oo Its rcccnl 
dcculon not to creel a OJJ 
lh!! lawn of the Cenfral Avenue 
School. r.t.lndf ul of lbt! dttp f cd, 
lngJ, t'OIICCrD and dncffity behind 
thest" n,pre$ffltatlon1, the mcm• 
bcn of 1M Board o( Educatl011 
hn,c «a:rrbecl thclr C'OIUclrnccs 
and cattfull)' wdlhtd lbc IIJUi'S 
AJ a result cf these ~tians., 
they ~ tliat thdr dedffllD WU qulttr tbat be ""!1 nu. 1MS31)' Ill Ill IUtffllCDt, tbf! board aald. 

pointed 11iUi Die bcant'I final 
_ ..__,._ _______ a prq,er one 

"The board wishes to soh e the 
probkm to • awmcr sat factory 
to proponents of • all posftkms. 
'IbffdDl'f' It bas IURl:C!Slcd thnl • 
conuntttee of the dtrgy a ecrpt tb 

ltatemt'.llt, 

,,,.. 
• • • 

d ... , , 

oa behalf of the commun• 
Uy for display on appropriate 
lll"Ollnds, This 111,i:r,tlou w hem 
111bmlued to and l'CC'Ched (D\Or• 
ably by local t'lerl!Ylll('II, II ii Ille 
bo:lrd't profound bo,pc that In Ibis 
manner , the w m b«'om<' a 
l}'mbol ol grca1rr unUy aad 
?enlandinl: In Haruda.lc." 

( 'll'f'IJ' To Mff1 
SpcaldnJl for the Jlarlsdahl c:lcr• 

gy, Ile\'. Voui!U F. Verdin, pllJt­
or of St. Paul's Church, aald thnl 
they v. oulll meet soon to decidt! 
\\ltclhCT or not to aecrpt the • 
arid v.-bat would be an "approprf. 
atr" place 'to erttt It. -

For the laSI '2o~al'1, the ~ .. 
llvlty tablrau bad been coostrucl• 
f'd OIi achool (!rounds ~ da)• aft• 
er school was dlsmiued (or the 
Christmas bohday, and bad bc.:n 
d1srnanUed the day bclorc scilool 
rropcned. 

Each )car, bowc,cr, F.\fft'll S 

Tcnl 





CrecheApproved; 
Law Suit Planned 

lly nA\ID KIIIKWOOn 

The VIiiage Qoard Tut>day 
night voled 10 approve the Scan­
dalr Crec:h(' Committee's requ,·st 
to be permilll'<t to erl"C"t the lradi• 
tlomtl crcchr- tNalMt)' 1cene> in 
Bonifat·e Clrclt However 
t.<,,,nard Rubin, • Scaradale al 
torney Hid after thC" Novembcr23 
board meettng 1h01 he planned to 
start a law suit In recteral court ror 
an 1njunttlon ogain.sl the VJllage 
on lht groonda that in allowln,c 
public land lo be u~ for the di• 
ploy or a sectarian religious ~)'m• 
bol It ,. violating the doctrine of 
the !lieparntion or church and stole 
provided by 1he First Amend 
menl. 

Tht> TnHilt'<i:s' dtici!fj1on lo grant 
lhe Crtthe Comm1uee·1 reque'.Clt 
ror thr 20th c<>nsecutive Chrlllt 
ma.1 ~('ason came arter long d,~­
cu!lsion on the subj~ Earlier the 
board had receii;ed a Jetter from 
ten clergymen reprcscnllng sev­
eral local churches ood 
synagogues expre.i;slng ··concern 
O\er the potenttnl division which 
threatens our community n.s 11 re 
sultol u,e proposed IUlgullon over 
the use of village 1>roperty for the 
plocement of tht• cn..__.he " 

The derg)'men stoled tht'lr be-. 
li<'f th1H the u.11oe oC public land for a 
.. rellllious btotement .. I~ "innp• 
proprlateH Therefore. they ~ug. 
gested !hat henoeforth the creehe 
be placed on the rround, ol n.e 
churches on o rotating basi:-i rrom 
year lo yeor Tht churchts who 
offered lhe u~e or their grounds 
wert' St. James the Le&s1 Hitch­
cock Presbyterian, Scarsdale 
CommunH}' Baplisl and Scars• 
dale Congregallonnl. ScnrMlale 
Community Baptist. GrecnvUle 
Community and Scarsdale Con­
gregational. 

Before calling fur oral com­
mumcatlons from the publiC', the 
bonrd heard Trustee 1--..rank Gor. 
don. chairman ot thf La1,1, Com 
mille(\ report tha1 previous court 
deelslun• upheld the legality af the 
use or public land ror a creche 
providt'<l that il i, not erect,'<! by 
tht: go\'rrnmcnt or al government 
expense 

Mayor Bome Johmmn ttk:n re­
ported that the Ad,J,ory Commit 

ltt on llumun Hel,ttmns had re-­
commended 10 the board lhat It 
aC'rept lh11 r~ue11t u( the Crt'Che 
Commill<'t 

Oltcu•tlon 
Fir.I to speak from the floor 

wa!II lA."Onard Rubin who told lhe 
l>oord thal the "lhrllSI o/ lhe law" 
1, go,ng In lhe dlroclion or forbid· 
ding reliRlous d11play1 on public 
land Saying that ,uch dl•play ls 
"totally improper. Rubin said 
that allhOURh he is J•wlsh he 
would be "offended JllSl as much" 
U the VIiiage permitted a 
menorah or '«lmf other Jewish 
syml>ol 10 be ploefll in Boniface 
C1rclt-

Scarsdole Chamber or Com­
merce President Thomas 
Kavanaugh then read :t letter 
from hlsorgani10llonlavorlngthe 
tradH1onal use of Boni(act Circle 
for the creche Ka,.,anaugh cited 
an informal POii of 60 local mer• 
C'hants, of whom M '8\'0red the 
creche beinJ allowed and two 
""er<! undt.>Cided The letter also 
pointed out that the religious 
polnrlzat1011 last ChrlstmH In 
Larchmont wa.s precipJtated by 
th(I remcwal or c1 crcche from pub­
lic land onto church property. 

Mrs John Curran of the Scars~ 
dale Croche Commillee which 
repre!tt'nts St Jome'! thr Less, 
Our Lady of F'olima. Church of St. 
P1u~ X, lmmoculote Heart or 
Mary. Grace Lutheran. TrlnJty 
l.ulheron and Rede~mer Luthe• 
ran Churrhes, read a letter stat• 
ing that the group would consider 
lhe removal of the creche from 
Bomfnce Circle "an <'rOsion or our 
~p1ritual values, un offronl to lhe 
drofl<-rN of our Con~titutlon whose 
Intent wa~ to protect reliRious 
rrcooom and an inJustlcr- to the 
people of Sc:arsdole whose lnter­
raJth acuvities have Rrov. n In 1ta• 
ture over the years.'' 

While acknowledging lh• e•I•• 
h:nce or oppositfon lo the ereche, 
the comm,ttee said Jl believed 
that re\\· residents shared those 
feelings Rother the leuer said, 
lhe, creche has been ,.a ~rce ot 
tod.1f1cnuon to the c:ommunity." 

Eleanor Kirk, chairman of the 
Human Rela1 ions Committee, ex 

(C mU111ucd Uti Pag, J) 

Creche Approved (Co111tmud Jrom Pa1t< /) 

plained that the group recom 
mended that the board allow the 
creche to be erected In Bonir ace 
Circle since "Its preS<>nce there is 
accepted by a maJorlty 1n the 
Scarsdale community. regardless 
or religious beliers. as a long-held 
tradition or the Village "Allowing 
It, the comm1tlee•~ statement con• 
tinut-d, "will have the most har• 
monlous effect on relatlonsh1ps 
within tht> community." 

Joining m support or the Crecht• 
Committee·~ request was the Rev. 
M C Meyer minister or Trinlly 
Lutheran Church, and presldt>nl 
or the Scarsdule Rotary Club. who 
said lhal the cn'Chc "makes ror 
joy and peace at th1~ time or 
year" James R l\lL-chnn, chatr• 
man of the Parish C'ouncll or Im , 
maculale Hearl ot Mory Church, 
who sn1d he ravored the n·quest 
both a11 a reprn~entat1n, or lh<' 
parish and ali,o &\ the 1ndl\·1duul 
who contributed thl' orig11wl 
Crl't'he placed In Bontran Clrcl<.' 

in 19S7 and Richard Gast, presi 
dent or the Arthur Manor Associa 
lion, whose board voted ll loOthal 
the Village should grant the re­
quest 

Four to one 
When the discussion was over 

the Trustees approved the request 
by a rour lo one vole, with Trustee 
Jeanne Richmon the only dis 
senler. Trustee Richman exp• 
laint.>d that as u matter or princi 
pie !<he tx-lievl!s relig1oub symbols 
should not be placed on public 
land. 

Ab,ent rrom this week's meet 
mg wer4! Trustt•e, George Subad. 
who tn previous years has abs 
taint-cl on the crt-ehe request. and 
Marcy Kuhn. who has vot"d ror It 

Following the voll' on the re­
quest. the bo11rd voted unaoim 
ousl) to have a !iinoll sign placed 
besidt• the creche in Boniface Cir, 
ell! ,toling thul th4! creche had 
been pul thl.'rl.' by the Creche 
Commlltl!e 

Althougn Rubin said nothing at 
this week'b meeting about suing 
the Village, when reached by The 
lnqu1rer he slated his intention to 
do so. Hubin, a member or the 
boord orthe Ne" York Civil Liber­
ties Union, said that his bUil would 
hove the support or that org11mzo­
t10n The NYCLU he said, will 
nl!io sue Larchmont, which this 
year plans lo move Its creehe bock 
onto public properly 

Rubin expressed confidence in 
winning on inJuncllon prohibiting 
the placement 11r the creche in 
Bonihlce Circle und he said that it 
would not be in the best interesu. 
or the Villag4! ror the Tru!ilel!s to 
~pend the money rcquln>d to hght 
an injunction 

Asked whether his suit might be 
dl\'islvt• Rubin suid, " I don't think 
so ll 's n legal issue It's not some 
thing that should Ill' on emotional 
issuc Whatever divisiveness 
there Is will bc caused by the 
group lhal lnstNb on <11,.pl:iylng its 
own rl'llgious symbul ' 
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ro~ssed for the C?ndit)ons, walking was the mos t enjoyi.lJI 
nne and Sherill Milton take a stroll along snow cover,~ 

,, 
w park Proposal 

Ne vu1age Board will appa­
'!'Jlt discard a measure prop­

rentl~. summer which would, if 
~ J establish a curfew for 
ensc! 'arks in Scarsdale and 
public tiy set much stricter rules 
gene~ use of public property. 
for t ! ftank Gordon, chairman 
fr\1511,awCommittee, announced 
o!~.

5 
week's meeting that he 

at t 
1
~ ask at the December 12 

"'~ngthat the original proposal 
111 withdrawn. In Its place he will 
be Pose 8 much shnpler law. 
P~ new law directs the Village 
!ii 

0
ager to regulate and control 

~ hOurs during which parks and 
recreation areas a~e open to t~e 
p11blif and prohlb1~s alcohol 1n 

rks and recreation areas at 
~hl, except with p~ior written 

~t~sdales Ba~tist, Our Lady ofa 
ima, t. Pius X I 

Heart of M G , mmaculate 
R d ary, race Lutheran 

e eemer Lutheran and T . ·t ' 
Lutheran churches. rtn1 Y 

Last year Leonard Rubin of 
S~~:~ale, a lawyer affiliated 
~1 . e New York Civil Liberties 

~i~n, sued the Village for r-
m1tting the c~eche, but a U.S. ~s­
trict Court Judge dismissed the 
case on grounds that federal 
courts lacked jurisdiction. 

Case Closed 

Sc How the average citizen views 
ar~al_e's unique Non-Partisan 

nomi~att ng systems has long been 
a subJect of debate between prop­
on~nts and critics of the system 
This week, the Scarsdale Leagu~ 
of W?men_ Voters is mailing a 
quest~onna1re to every home in 
the Village in a!1 attempt to mea­
~ure local pubhc opinion regard­
ing the ~rocesses by which the 
Non-Partisan candidates for Vil­
lage and School office are nomi­
nated. 

The two-page questionnaire 
scheduled to be mailed today 
(Thursday) can be folded 
stamped and returned by mail ~ 
the League of Women Voters' poi5t 
?ffice box without an envelope, or 
it_ may be left at the Scarsdale 
Library. 
. ~agu~ officials urged that all 

citizens fill out questionnaires by 
December 15, using it as a way to 
register their support or non­
support of the Non-Partisan sys-

terns as well as a way to recom­
mend any changes they favor. The 
league wants to hear from resi­
dents whether or not they partici­
pate in the nominating systems in 
the selection of Village and School 
Board members. 

The survey, which bas space for 
two family members to answer 
separately, is divided into three 
sections. The first 10 questions ask 
biographical information such as 
age, sex, length of residence in 
Scarsdale, school district, politi­
cal party and local activities. 
However, respondents are not 
asked their name or address . 

Sections two and three each 
con!'ist of seve ri, mo~tlv 11\Ulti­
par t questions on the VU1age 
Boa, d and School Board nom in at­
ing systems, respectively. 

Residents are asked, not only if 
they P,articipate in the Non­
Partisan Systems, but also 
whether they understand them, 
since the complicated nature of 
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rmission of the Village Man­
:er. There is n? c~rre~t local ~e­
striction on dr1nk1ng 1n pubhc. 
Alongy,,ith adopting this law, the 
Tn15tees will be asked to have the 
superintendent of Parks, Recrea-
tion and Conservation establish 
operating rules for the parks to be 
ratified by the Trustees. 

The originally proposed parks 
law called for a curfew in all 
parks, a ban on drinking without a 
permit and the requirement of 
Recreation Department approval 
for groups or teams of five or 
morepeopleusinga park. It came 
under sharp criticism from the 
Village Club and League of 
Women Voters, as well as from a 
group of teenagers who attended a 
p.iblic hearing on July 18. If the 
board approves, there will be a 
IXlblic hearing on the new prop­
osal on January 23. 

Th_e Vill~ge dropped charges 
earlier this month against 28-
year-old Patrick Maddaro of 
Y?nkers. Maddaro was charged 
with reckless driving and failure 
to keep to right in connection with 
a four-car accident on Walworth 
A ve~ue on August 22. According 
to witnesses Maddaro was driving 
erratically and far above the 
speed limit when his car struck a 
car ~n front of him, sending that 
car into two other cars. There 
were no serious injuries, but three 
of the vehicles involved were 
heavily damaged. 

Village Prosecutor John Gallo­
way agreed to drop charges when 
the defense produced a statement 
from Maddaro's doctor that he 
had blacked out while driving be­
hind the wheel as a result of a 
chemical imbalance in his blood. 
Following a similar blackout not 
long after the Walworth accident, 
Maddaro turned in his driver's 

14 Vacancies To Be Fi 
qn School Nominating 

I 

Creche Approved 
The Village Board voted, as it 

has!or the past 20 years, to permit 
t~ Scarsdale Creche Committee 
loplace_a creche (Nativity scene) 
~t Boniface Circle during the 

license. 
Response to Rats 

The Administrative Commit­
tee, which is responsible for over­
seeing the January 30, 1979 elec­
tion of members to the School 
Board Nominating Committee, 
held its organization meeting this 
Wednesday evening. 

RichardL. Gerloff, chairman of 
the committee, reminded resi­
dents that the School Board Non­
Partisan System provides for a 
School Board Nominating Com­
mittee composed of 36 voting 
members (six from each of the six 
Non-Partisan Units) together 
with four non-voting members: 

rens' Committee for the nomina­
tion of Village officials may not be 
elected to the School Board 
Nominating Committee. 

Two voting members of the 
School Board Nominating Com­
mittee are elected each year from 
each Non-Partisan Unit (A thru 
F l to serve for a three-year 
period. At the conclusion of ser­
vice on the School Board Nominat­
ing Committee, each retiring 
member is required to serve an 
additional year on the Adminis­
trative Committee which super­
vises the nominating procedure. 

Due to the resignations from the 
School Board Nominating Com­
mittee by members representing 
Units B and Fan additional voting 
member from each of these units 

mu 
ter1 

F 
car 
all 
lag 
ga1 
qui 
ma 
eac 

Ii 
nat 
by' 
pie 
ma 
Cor 

A 
the 
the 
ces 
ch~ 
vie, 

hnstmas season. The board in 
ran~ng its approval five to t~o, 
~Utred the committee to place a 
:: ~ext to the creche stating that 
Priv splay has been erected by a 
m ate group - at no cost in 

~ne~ or labor to the Village. 
Co;h~g against the Creche 
tee mittee's request were Trus­
Se s Jeanne Richman and 
saidmour Sims. Trustee Richman 

The item that appeared in this 
column last week about a rat prob­
lem on Crane Road struck a re­
sponsive chord. Although The In­
quirer received only response to 
it, Pearl Abramowitz, who had 
notified the paper of the problem, 
received several calls from read­
ers suggesting ways to eliminate 
the rodents and the Village Man­
ager's office heard from many 
people com~laining ab~u_t their 
rats. The Village's pos1t1on re­
mains that, barring a real 
emergency, it would be improoer 
for public money to be spent tak­
ing care of private citizens' prob­
lems. However Village Hall did 
ask the exterminator it uses, 
Joseph Rocco of Classic Pest Con­
trol, to check out Crane Roa~. 

One representative each from the 
Confederation of Scarsdale 
Neighborhood Association Presi­
dents, the Scarsdale Woman's 
Club, the Town Club, and the Vil­
lage Club. Members of the Citi-

Village Candidates S 
elSE 
spa 
forl 
cati 
fiCE syrn~~~!he ~reche is a "religious 

Peo 1 ° with a message "to 
lait~ ~ 1f a particular religious 
ing ,;SC 8 one who believes in tak­
lain th rupulou~ care" to main­
Slate e f Paration of religion and 
Perin its. e said that she opposed 
for a r tt~ public land to be used 

"'- e ig1ous display. 
. •rustee s· IS "a 

1 
1ms said that the issue 

aetornot mor~ than a c.reche." In 
said, ~o;!attng one religion, he 
the Posit" oard may put itself in 
0r rejection of having to approve 
as weu S?ther religious displays 
Christm ims suggested that with 
corning as and Chanukah both 
the Viii on Dec.ember 25 this year, 
~nifac!g~- might have to divide 
,~eche and 1rhacle, with half for the 
~~ Ma If for a depiction of 
~i_chrnaccabees. Both Trustees 
~ll!y wer" and Sims added that 
by lhe c( ~t ~rsonally offended 
So "lfia'ior i e 1n Boniface Circle. 
a 11\e orge Szabad, who in 
hstain Previous years has 

~tll\it ~• voted reluctantly to 
lhn~tgr e creche, for the sake of 
c/l it ~up relations." He added 
Ill eche C ouJ~ be better if the 
e~e theo~m1ttee were willing to 
te{ l'he C play on private prop-

ents S~eche Committee, rep­
. James the Less, 

According to Rocc?, the ~1tua­
tion on Crane and elsewhere 1s not 
one to be alarmed about and can 
be controlled. He suspects that the 
rats have been driven out of the 
wet low lying property at the 
cor~er of Post and Crane Ro~ds 
b the construction on that site. cf he owner of a home across Post 
from the new houses has also re-

ted a rat problem on her prop­:f y and on her neig~borsed') • :a~t 
di 

to Rocco, poison 
cor n~ as in rat burrows 
anhd u)~1d~~i~~Jlem off a property. 
s o it is necessary to 
In some cases, of iv .and other 
clear th~ groudn~ to 1~ate their 
foliage in or e 
burrows. h has 16 years of ex· 

Rocco, Y_' 0 field , said that 
perience in th~ ut a~ many rats 
Scarsdale haS a o ter towns. They 
as other WeSteh!!nt in wet areas 
are most preva roblems when 
and they c;ufed~ed, either by 
they are is O r by construe­
winter weather 0 

tion. . ed another ex-
Rocco questton t that the 

. t , s statemen d 
term1na_ or hich are foun 
Norwegian cats. w hes long. Two 
here can be ~8 i~~s from nose to 
pounds ?r. 12 inc t the maximu1n, 
. of tail IS abOU 

tip ding to ROCCO-
accor 

Biographical data forms must 
be submitted soon for candidates 
to be considered as poss_ible 
nominees of the Non-Partisan 
Citizens' Committee for the Vil­
lage offices to be filled at the next 
election. According to Walter_~­
Handelman, chairman of the Citi­
zens' Committee, "It would be 
helpful to the committee to h!lve 
as many such forms as possible 
submitted to the Town Club office 
by December 6, to be available for 
the first meeting of the Committee 

The forms for submitting biog­
raphical data may be obtained 
from any member of the Citizens' 
Committee, or from the Town 
Club office (room 412, Harwood 
Building) on weekday afternoons, 
except Thursdays. Properly com­
pleted, the forms provide the 
committee with information as to 
a proposed candidate's correct 
name, address, approximate age, 
length of residence in Scarsdale, 
occupation, business connection 
and experience, and civic ac­
tivities in Scarsdale and 

on December 10." 

PT Program On 'Human Side' 
" More Than Academics -

The Human Side of the High 
school" will ~ the subject for 
discussion at the second meet­
ing of the PT Council on Wed· 
nesday, December 6, at 4 p.m., 
in the multi - purpose room of 
the Heathcote School. There 
will be a short business meet-
ing at 3:30. . . 

Topics to be discussed in-
clude; the formal and informal 
ways that the high school tries 
to meet the personal needs of 
the students; the guidance 
network that exists through 
programs, and informal per-

sonal contacts between stu­
dents and teachers; and how 
teachers respond to the needs 
of the children. 

The panel moderator will be 
Paul Kelleher principal. 
Members of the panel will in­
clude: Roy Sterner, health 
teacher; Dr. Gene Pisani, so­
cial studies teacher; Christ­
opher Douglass, English 
teacher; and Audrey McGinn, 
English teacher. 

All interested persons are 
invited to attend. Chairman of 
the PT Counc ii is Laura 
Strauss. 
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111 uroc• '" .. -sease>n i1re as tollo, .. s: . , 
i!;:,lllVI,;; .._ .. ,._,,_ V'" UY\,ijij'jjglll ' "4 

Chief White again rctni 
residents of the voluntaryllds 'li 
inspecUon program ollcredbhoni'; 
Fire Department. Yllit 

. Pick • fresh looking, firm 
~ed tree. Make SU~ the ~UL 
aero~ the Lrunk is still sticky with 

,-ai: Store tree o~tdoors until you 
are tead.Y to put 1t up. 

3, Locate tree in a relatively 
cool place away rrom sources ol 
heat. such as radlators1 stoves 

Furl.her information co 
Ing voluntary home ins Detra. 
and placement or smokf~11 
tors, Is available from u,e .,, · 
Department at 723-2514. "'' 
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Letters To The Editor 

No H anukah Display 
To the Edi tor: 

As a private citiren. I headed a 
group called the Hanukah Display 
Committee. 1bc committee was 
formed at the tequest or a number 
or Scarsdale residents, represent• 
ing various areas of the Village. 
11,e task or the committee was 
simply to investigate the possibil• 
ity of establishing a Hanukah dis­
play on public property withln the 
villaie. 

The sentiment from both the re-­
ligious and lay Jewish community 
was _overwhelmingly agaJnst the 
plaeU>g ol such a display on public 
property. It was felt that it would 
~fuse Lhe issue of separation or 
rehgjoo and litate. By the village 

permitting Christian and Jewish 
displays. it leads the village to be 
open to the demands or any cult or 
'' religious'" group ror equal 
treatment. SUch a move mightbt 
patently unfair to our Christi,. 
brethren. Controversy could be 
created in an area where 14--ehaff 
pr$viously avoided it. . 

There were lt\tlny olher ~ 
involved, but one thing was e:n1-
nently clear, all members or tbt 
committee wish the holiday ~ 
1" prevail - Peace on Earth to 
Mankind! 
BERNARD SILVERSTEIN 

Chai'"'" ii<' 
Hanukah Display comm 

Inflation Fighting Idea 
To the Editor · o i,,q J 

Recently 1 · h the whole US.A. were I bS ., 
shey'sehoco1a/:bir.~fg:v~~ Hershey bar £or six mo~ t~tlt 
storekeeper my 25 cents (and she •?~Id probably put an • bJ<' 
g.&\'e me a nickel chan e) 1 ris!n~ prices of Hersh~e ct"I& 
thou8)lt to myself that I g ' id nus,sonlyanexampl•• ythi,,C· 
ne"e.r buy another Hershey ;:u do this with just abo\.lt 11n ri's 111· 
long as I lived. r as The average America t P" 

Why, you might ask. WeU be- come increased a!>"u' ••furtl>' 
cause 1 remember when the . cent last year; Lhat. sgoodt· s sf"' 
,.,f ,.. _.._ - • . • price .. 1"" ,., , .. n ......... ui~" abOll ' 

,... ,.,.. 

I 

l 
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Board Approves 
Creche Request 

By DAVID KIRKWOOD 

The Scaradalc Village Board 
vo11-d five lo one Tut>sday 1•ven1n11 
to 11rant the rl'qucst of the S<-11rs­
dale Cr,xhe Commilltt thal II be 
allowed to plll up a rr«hll !Nahv, 
lty ~ceoe) In Boniface Cir<"le ns 11 
hos for the past 20 C.'hrl~lmases. 
The Trusll'<!s' approval lncludl'li 
the proviso, lnillnh•d last yeDr, 
that the holiday dliplay Include a 
sign reading " Thi~ creche ts 
erected and maintaJned 1olel) hy 
the Scarlldale Creche CommlU••e, 
a private organization " 

Tot Creche Committee reprl"' 
ents eight local <'hurches St 
James Im! Less, Scarsdale Com­
munity Bapll51, Our Lady of 
Fauma, St. Pius X, Immaculate 
Heart of Mary. Grace Lutheran, 
Redeemer Lutheran and Trutity 
Lutheran 

The board's action came Jess 
than a week arter a November 18 
ruling by Judge Robert J Ward in 
u s District Court dlsmlulng IIC· 
Uona against Scarsdale, the VIi­
iage of Larchmont and the Town 
of Mamaroneck aimed al prevent 
ing the display of croches on pub­
lic property. Judge Ward ruled 
that federal courL~ lacked Juris ­
diction in the cases and that any 
suit accusing a municipality of in• 
fringing on clli:r.ens' Constilu­
Llonnl rlghlll should be brought In 
st 1te court. The Judge em­
pbasl:r.ed that his ruling expressed 

nn v1rw 11n the• meru, of the c11ae 
hrnui:ht by th,• plaintlfr~. 

Although the l'trrnm~lun1·es In 
th,· thn•e to11 ns var)', in !!Itch ell~ 
th" platnurr rnntcmfod that the 
mumcipallly'ff policy nmounted to 
•tat1• cstubhshment ol religion m 
v1oh11ton or th,· First Amendment 
to thc <'onsl1lullon Leonard 
Hubin, o Scal'$dalc reio1dc•nt and 
an Ullorncy \\tth the New York 
Clvtl l.tl><!rtl,'S Unton, filed the suit 
11i:11inst Sc·nr .. fale nnd the Scars­
dale Crr:c:h,• romm11tee. 

In movmg In 11rnnt the Cre-che 
Comm11tr1•'s requc,t. TruaLee 
t·rank Gordnn said that previous 
court rulings 111,tic ate that If the 
Village docs not It"'" promote the 
display of the crechc, permitting 
it lo be ph,<'ed on public property 
do!!b not vuilal e the ConstituUon 

Mayor G1.'0rge Szabad, who m 
previous years has abatained on 
the queulon , reluctantly voted lo 
allow lhl' crt•che, explaining that 
his concern that It violates the 
principle of separation of church 
and state was out weighed by hit 
unwillingness ' 'to disturb the 
peace 1tnd tran<Juillty In the com­
munity based on a practice of 
many yc11rs .' • 

Tru,tee Jeannl' Richman cast 
the only vott.' against, saying that 
regardless of the legolltles ln­
volv,•d. H is ''lnaooroorlate" to 
allow pub Uc land to be used for the 
" d1~play1ni: or n particular sym­
bol of wor~hip." 



, 

3-DAY 
SALE 

NOVEMBER 
23, 24, 25 

Open 
Fri. 

'till 12 

- -•s"cwng, SCarsdale, N.Y. 10583 
arsda!c s.2500 

r 

THURSDAY, NOVJ 

's Notebook 

Enforcement 

owners have had their 
~og of grace. For starting this 

~n°'!sdaY, they face prosecution 
wed0 do not obey the new law 
il tll~>'.

0 
them to clean up after 

re<I.Ul~f if It defecates on public 
tJ!tlr rtY or on private property 
P~pe ut the permission of the 
1111th~rtY owner. The " pooper 
pr0Pper" Ja\V, passed two weeks 
sCOo rovides for a fine of up to $25 
,go, first time offender and stiffer 
for 8

1u•es up to a $100 fine and 15 
pena ' ted . 

S 
in jail for repea conv1c-

daY 
li0!ta meeting Wednesday of its 

or so code enforcement offic­
,o the Village determined its 
ersategy of enforcement, which 
strnt into effect immediately. All 
:ie enforcement of!icers have 
t,een instructed to issue sum­
,nonses to anyone they see violat­
·ng the la\V. (The employees de­
~ignated as enforcement officers 
are mostly those \Vho are fre-
quently on the road and include 
village Manager Lo\vell Tooley 
and his assistants). 

Joseph Cox, the full-time dog 
warden, has been directed to be 
particularly alert to violations. 
Also-ready to issue summonses 
are the police department's 
community service aides and 
supervisory personnel in the 
highway, water, \vaste and fire 
departments. Chief Terence 
Shames has also notified a1l regu­
lar police officers of the new law 
and they too are expected to en­
force it, although most of the re­
sponsibility lies with civilian 
employees. 

All the code enforcement offic­
ers have been issued identifica­
tion cards with pictures. Along 
with looking for people who fail to 

r clean up after their dogs, they will 
be strictly enforcing the local lit­
ter Jaws. A full-fledged anti-litter 
campaign is in the works. 

Determined though the en­
dorcement of the "poop er 
~ooper" law will be, Assistant 
Village Manager Richard Her­
bek, who is supervising the effort, 
~ressed that the Village is count­
ing on willing compliance by most 
~pie to assure that the new law 
w be effective. 

Trustee Frank G 
saying that he Id ordon, while 
the creche diswf u prefer lo see 
property, term~ai:1 on c~urch 
the request e granting of 

• a case of "g d neighborliness " c -i· oo 
commendat" ' b I ing a 1977 re­
Council on ~n Y the Advisroy 
allow the uman Relations to 
legal que~~f;~e. Concerning the 
that the v·u ' _Gordon argued 
religion ;h ~ghe .15 not promoting 
t. ' ic is what the Co 

s 1tution prohibits I f n­
said, for the Vill · n ~ct, he 
standing tradlti~e to end i_ts long 
creche could be of ~lowing the 
st . ti considered a re 
Ii r:c on of_the free exercise of re: 

g on, which the First Amend­
ment protects. 

In response to a suggestion by 
B~verly Cunningham, the board 
said that it would suggest to the 
Crech~ Committee that in the fu­
ture_ it consider placing the 
Christmas display on church 
property. 

R.I.P. Senior Outing 
On Friday, November 16 the 

very morning after the well at­
tended panel at the high school on 
the problem of alcohol and drug 
abuse among Scarsaale teena­
gers,. many high school students 
provided what might be consi­
dered a dramatic example of the 
problem. At a senior class break­
fa_st in the cafeteria, there was 
widespread drinking and seven 
students found with alcohol or 
under its influence were sus­
pended for three days. 

Accordin_g to Paul Kelleher. the 
principal, it was not the panel, but 
rather the cancellation of this 
year's overnight senior outing 
that precipitated the affair. Kel­
leher canceled the 1979, outing a 
year ago, after deciding that "we 
simply cannot control the be­
havior of 370 students going away 
together on a weekend without be-. 
coming a police force, which we 
aren't willing to do." 

Class members decided to pro­
test the cancellation on November 
16, the date the outing would have 
begun. A sign was posted reading 
"Requiescat in Pacem Senior 
Outing" and some students wore 
black armbands. Some also, in 
Kelleher's words, "brought to 
school the kind of behavior they 
would have displayed on the out-

Creche Okayed ing." 
T The principal, clearly upset by 
he ViHage Board again ap- "the tasteless and inappropriate 

~oved Tuesday night the behavior" at the breakfast, plans 
r~rsdale Creche Committee's to meet with the whole class and 
ere~~t to be permitted to place a then to have the students break 
llonif e o~ Nativity scene in into smaller groups Jed by deans 
to 

00
:ce ~1rcle. The vote was five to discuss what happened. Kel-

onty Tu with Seymour Sims the Jeher has already swken to and 
the ustee opposed to allowing sent letters to the parents of stu-
has c;:che to be displayed, as it dents who he determined were 
lllore t~h Christmas season for invol~ed in the drinking at the 
Comrn. an ?,(I years. The Creche breakfast, but who \Ve:e not 
l0ca1 c~ttee represents several caught at the time. He srud that 

Sirns sui:cdhes. those suspended seem not ~~ have 
display ~ that he considered the been the leaders, but were_ on the 
Public lao a religious symbol on periphery." They were J~st the 
~itution~d a_vi~lation of the Con- "tip of the iceberg," he said. 
~on of ch Principle of the separa- Kelleher emphasized that the 
n, he sai Urch and state. Allowing extent of the drinking at th~ 
0thersim~i' also opens the door to breakfast was by no means typi­
~SP!ay is1 arre9uests. If one such cal of behavior at school or even at 
0norc

111 
Permitted, "What relig- other senior breakfaSls. H_owev'[!, 

ask..,. t Would you exclude?" he he added the breakfaSt rud ty~ Y 
S~ . . ' . degree to which 
ltns d the increasing th'nk " the 

~Pie !ried that because some high school s~u~e~!t hi~h on al• 

~ 

~ ;ii 
' . :; : 
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New Girl Scout Hou~ 
To Rise From Ashes 
The Girl Scouts of Westchester 

Putnam Council has given the 
go-ahead for the construction of a 
new Scarsdale Girl Scout House • 
OQ the foundation of the old house, 
~;,hich was destroyed by an un­
explained late night fire in Au­
gust. 

On Tuesday night, the 

Scarsdale Village Board unanim­
ously approved a resolution to 
proceed with negotiations that 
will lead to an agreement with the 
Girl Scouts permitting them to re 
build . Village approval is re­
quired because the Scout House 
site, located just off Wayside 
Lane, is on Village property. 

./ ·'. 
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UNANNOUNCED AWARD - Village Manager Lowell Tooley 
left, was the surprised recipient Tuesday night of the Presidenti;I 
Citation from the Westchester County Recreation and Park Soci­
ety, presented to him by Salvatore Desantis, president of the 
private organization. The citation praised Tooley for having sup­
ported parks and recreation" as an essential municipal service" 
and for having "encouraged and motivated a high level of profes­
sional involvement \vithin his staff." Arey photo. 

Sunday Rec Hol( 
~Y, gra _offended by the dis- way you play_~s o The recrea­

:1ttee•s nting the Creche Com- coho! or ma~iJuan~- vas once the 
glernenta~equest " viola tes the tional behavior :::or:ie more like 
~ neighb courtesy of being exception ea;he principal added 
~. I lbe v· ors." He suggested the norm. ., kids to recognize .,,,,sa00Wage " trytodetermine that he_\va;ts tions that are not 

aren't ecns~ to those residents recreation ot e " • The Scarsdale Sunday Recrea-
hr1stian. " so self-destruc v · tion Program's annual open house 

of the Korean Chisanbop math 
method by Neil Castaldo, and a 
candy-making exhibit by Sheila 
Peterson. Little People's i\-taria 
Edes \viii discuss and shO\\' doll 

) • . rt _ featuring registration and a free ti,'ftds s ht F r s up1 n O taste of the programs - will take 
n O UUi O r nlace at Scarsdale High School . . . . . . ,. 
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year. It faces expenses of $3500. The 
difference must be made up by indi­
vidual contributions. 

Even those who question some 
aspects of the nominating system 
can hardly quarrel with the major 

Anyone who would 11ke to help 1s 
asked to send up to $10, payable to 
the Citizens Nominating Committee 
UFSD, to the Administrative Com­
mittee , UFSD #1, 24 Cambridge 
Road, Scarsdale. 

·, 

Letter To The E l • 1tor • 

• 

For 'Free Exercise' 0 
To the Editor: 

At the Village Board meeting of 
November 27 permission was 
granted for the Creche Committee 
to erect a creche at Boniface Cir­
cle during the Christmas season 
provided there be no public ex­
pense. The Trustees strongly re­
commended that the Creche 
Committee consider rotating the 
creche among various Village 
churches in future years. 

As a Catholic priest who has 
been engaged for over 20 years in 
friendly and respectful Jewish­
Christian dialogue I should like to 
comment on the Trustees' re­
commendation. 

-
The Trustees, in their sugges-

tion to change a 20-year-old tradi­
tion, are undoubtedly concerned 
about the establishment clause of 
the First Amendment. They have 
unfortunately de emphasized the 
''free exercise'' clause of that 
same amendment. 

There are well established pre­
cedents in American Iif e• for the 
Scarsdale creche arrangement. 
Contemporary instances of coop-

• 

eration between church and state 
~o insure ''free exercise'' of relig­
i?n range from the payment of re­
li~ious military, hospital and 
prison chaplains with government 
money to the provision of Kosher 
food to the imprisoned Meir 
Kahane and the installation of 
Sabb~th elevators in govern­
~ent financed public housing pro­
Jects. These arrangements repre­
sent cooperation between church 
and state, compromises between 
the ''establishment'' and ''free 
exercise'' clauses of the First 
Ame~d~ent. On the other hand, 
doctrinaire absolutism regarding 
the ''estab~shment'' clause could 
be ~e~tructive of appropriate rec­
ognition of the ''free exercise'' 
clause. 

Other longstanding and judi­
cally accepted instances of 
ch_urch;~tate cooperation come to 
mi.nd : In God We Trust'' on our 
coins; a Post Off ice Madonna 
s~amp at Christmas; tax exemp­
tion for property in use for religi­
ous purposes; the use of federally 
controlled ~r waves for religioUs 
bro~dcasting; policemen 
stationed within churches and 

• 

• on 
• 

synagogues on days of special re­
ligious observance; the creche on 
the White House lawn. 

If the Trustees' recommenda­
tion to the Creche Committee 
were rigorously applied to all 
areas of American life we would 
have a terminate most if not all , , 
of the above mentioned forms of 
cooperation between church and 
state. We would then have a soci­
ety unduly restrictive of religious 
freedom and unduly committed to 
a new principle excluding all 
~orms of c~urch-state cooperation 
m prom~tmg freedom of religious 
expression. This would in effect 
~ak.e ~ec~ar. humanism the only 

religion with which the state 
could cooperate. 

This ~~_uld not be in th9 Ameri­
can tradition nor would it promote 
th~ . inculcation of moral and 
spu-itual values at a time when we 
need them so desperately. In this 
respect why not opt for more free­
dom and less homogenization? 

REV. MSGR. EDWARD M. 
CONNORS 

Pastor, Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Church 
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Act Of Magnanimity 
The creche In Boniface Circle has 

been the subject in recent weeks of a 
series ol unusu,Jly well reasoned 
letters to the editor. both for and 
against Its di.splay each Christmas 
- oo public property. The de­
bate ove, whether such public dis· 
play Is appropriate bas been polite 
and dispassionate. Tbls gives us 
coo!idenct that the creche, whlcb Is 
in part a sYmbol of peace on earth 
and good will to men, will never be a 
source of division and intolerance in 
Scarsdale, as it has been some 
places, including elsewhere in 
Westcbester. 

Yet we see the persislA!nce of the 
debate as additional evidence or 
widespread unease in Scarsdale 
about the use of pubUc land lor dis, 
play of a religious symbol. The vu. 
lage Trustees recognized this feel• 
Ing in giving their somewhat reluc• 
tant assent to the Scarsdale Creehe 
Committee's reque,t to be allowed 
to erect the c:reche in Boniface Cir­
cle, They, like some of the churches 
whlcb used to be represented on the 
Crech@ CommJttee but no longer 
are, clearly wouJd prefer that the 
committee not make the request 
next year. 

No one knoW1 for sure how the 

courts would rule on the constitu~ 
tionality ol the Scarsdale creehe. 
(The suit rued 8 few years ago by the 
Civil Liberties Union was dismissed 
on a technicality.) Yet clearly there 
is some question whether its display 
on public land is consistent with the 
ConsUtutlonal principle ol separa• 
Uon or church and state. The ques, 
Uonability of tbe Village even seem• 
ing to be promoting religion is par• 
ticularly great here where so much 
or the population does not belong to 
the rellglon whlch the dlsplay of the 
creche can be considered to be 
promoting. 

Yet, despite our misgivings aboul 
the crechc at Bo(Wace Circle, we 
support the Vlllage Board's decision 
to permit its display. After more 
than 20 years, ii would be clearly 
more otrensive suddenly to bar it 
than to per'mit it again. 

Instead, we agree with those 
Trustees and churches who hope 
that next year the Crecbe Commit• 
tee will decide of its own aeeord to 
di.splay the creche on some proml. 
nently located church property . 
(There are seve:ral that seem suita­
ble.) 

This would indeed be an act Of 
ra':.. magnanimity and seositivlty . 

... And A Happy New Year 
Jade Kamiw: __.. ~ 

llld CtaVHelt-, 
Harry INlr.a,w; sfrll• b&al:et. 

ball wdtormt. n.vw..,_, __ . 
en la tll,e Viltt• Hall putinc lot, 
-1 ~'ll twin ,1~ to n11, ... 1 

LUBRICJI 
pra,e,a.i 

• 

lFWJHTt:R ...,, ....... 

•1 ,u,n, 
WblleQlera 1 

11_..atU..UIII ............... 
t'va'° ......... J . w~ ... 
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e Letter s T o The Editor . • 
• •One Right Too M a1iy 

The cncbe U: • matter rot ..,_ 
ontioll, tlOl a,dorntnienl, ILi Ulel 
are lhOH of ll,kN!IJ devotion, Ml. 
,«ular (l«ol'IIIIOII. NOi' ~n It bt 
properly 1ugg•1ted th tt tti.. 
erecfle~be ac:.tt1Jlf!da& non. 
Jt.nomln1Uon1I and even n6fl. 
ttlipoul in lmplk:aUIOC'I. Cbrtstla1 
cltrSYmelt' rip!UY rep,diate lfly 
1ucce,tlon U11t 1ytnb0l1 col), 
ffl,~ out of lbeir religl~ tradi. 
t.ioa u n be ltt&tcd u ~I• 
,ecu.lir importance divoretd 
from lbtir rditc,loUt •igJlif'teanot. 

the &tit• · 
1'0 ,,._ ... ~ 11 not • N lil'°'-'

1 

..x. tllll 1t iJ pr1maril1 • ~ 
rtli&t-. ~ ·,,. 1u 11tude1 
~ tridldorlll ot ,.mirk'an, tiave 
pNmpted 1~s1t1aUon which af • 
ft<U ~llg!OM, ,elipuit ldill.l­
clo~. an.cl nonde.omlu tloitai - . SeJlataUon ot Cbaf'Clb and Stale 
IJ I ma1Hf" o( d~ rlltbtt lbatl 
10 lbfONlt. 

£~'t11 Ulat ~ d vll llbf'rt• 
ND, Mr, hlticoC °'°""'•· iaa6e,, _...,.. ..... riCM ....... 
lie ,choob 10 adjust Ulelr 
tebedul• to accornll'IONle Olll• _,.,,.,.....,._, .......... 
th11 Mpt,ra.tloa of Ctu.trcb and 
$Ute do,t;$ oot ffitt.tl lN-t- public 
lnstkl1tiocd ('a.n fflll,ke 00 adjus&• 
rDCDtS to tcC0111taCldale \he Nll,s· 
ous~ol.lbepeople, .. Wet"an­
oot tt.ad into the Bill ol Riahtl 
such a pMJOIQPb1 d bolti)ly to 

1M apparent e~.- by 
the 11lat.e ol Ult apecla1 mtaniQP 
embodJed \ti ttliglout symbob in­
u c11pabl)' operatu to el!.dow 
thou meaninltS with oUlclal 
pnc.1;ioll. CeruiaJY lbe rnlnlmum 
inleridod by the lMUlladon of r-.. 
lip:iul: symbOU l:S to btlp cener• t.t 
a particultr ttllgklus t.00t:, a fttl• 
Ing, an attktlde ol f'C''ettnee 011 
the pvt ot thOM who Ol>Mf' .... 
them.. And h t.~Y this put· 
polC IJl'lder cu Bill oC JU&bt.5 the 
aate ma1 not seek to fulfill. 

reli,soo." 
W to opc,oN die UR d public 

,:roptrtyforarellpOUSdilpla)'b 
DO( to llM the poiit.lOD lbal tep­
ar•UOO b 1t1 1blol!M. I wowd 
#pt lblt JUCb ac,eommodM.loo ., __ ,..,,.. ..... , ......... 
v.u.,e Boardot-rr.teet...,.. • 
hdl •--- too far from what 
istoe:LallJ delirable aod (:OMUt-,. 
UooaU,~e. 

A tteelM display I.I LIM ayrn• 
bolilmoltlle~_,...,1 
I lpdicNliiba, Jlel.,.,... edu­......, ..., ,_.,. _ 
r.! .. " Nii . .~~..!:-IJOlll --.. ._, are: 
~Y eanied cu by rneua °' rec:ocoiud aymbol• that 

o.tJDl)bfy • putladar trNkJoa 
ud wt.)' of life. 111tM a,mbols 
tbrouO eeotwles of use ud ld­
oradoa NC.'Offle invt5ted wilb 1 
mea.n.l.nc Wt t.raUNOdl lock 
=,:•11 ol 0iese S)'n'bols ba'/e 

art lntended to Mive, the tf. 
feet ot awakffll.Qc I sympatbetJ,c 
IWtl'tDe:U o1 part1euw rdJgk,ua 
~bdolheoilfyill(lapu• 

~ .. ~----­~ ~ 1 PN>f)t;Cl ndi.tltlll tfrect. 

The abstealion of our public U), 
ltitlllloa from the promotion ol ~ 
Ug1oue beU& tht'OUgh the display 
ol ~ow•>'~ UI no way ifl • 
tNdN upoa any sects ttlialOQS 
ff'ffdom. Eac:b membt.r ol the 
community aod the sec:t H -a 
group remains perfectly at Uberty 
to_pr..UC.udpll'SU< lh<irr., 
liCIOUI 'riews as they see fh and to 
eoatJaue lo tNC't, maintain and 
~play tbeir .,.a1raa symbol.t as 
W1cW.j • Ibey dea:ln• pNl9ffi)' 
1.1nder lbeir owa domh1.lon , Tbert 
can be no claim tut this rigbt baS 
been impured~ lbe mtre re,, 
fusal of UM \Dllitudoo to =.-•e thtmin tbtlrde.\'C>-,..,-rr-• pubk forum for • 

uodiljllayia-riglll lOO 
maoy. 

IRVING J . SWAN 
M!· Sloo" t,culcs social =-at $ton4a/,JKOiM Hip 

n _.,." i;, ..... _ 1., _ .. 
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~ad decided 
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,t Monday's 
Board ap­

mdent's re­
tenure ap­
i Ames, a 
res School ; 
teacher at 
usan Silver, 
at the high 

of absence 
,proved for 
a part-time 
,cher at the 
,h 1 through 
dlawitz was 
titute in tlie 
ig office for 
I and the res­
'fone, princi­
)unlor high, 
1ve January 

or a pe1::,vu · - h m He wou1u ""t" 

cannot save ~= c~nnol beco'!'e 
pear weak. a criminal hits him 
angry when, ur-Jetter word ever 
with every O Id appear unpro­
writt_en. He ; ou cannol become 
ress1onal. e 

Confusion 

Created? 
To the Editor : . . 

Your editorial on magnan1m1ty 
a ppears to be an insensitive at­
tempt to create confusion where 
there should be none. 

You have m issed the whole 
point of having the creche on pub­
lic properly in Scarsda le. 
Through the ages many of our 
families have been subjected lo 
the fiercest forms of bigotry and 
persecution. It ls for this reason 
that we treasure the traditions of 
America . This is whytbepeopleof 
~arsdale lookwitbprideupon the 
displays of religious symbols on 
public property. 

These displays are not cause for 
unease. 'Ibey are not threats to 
freedom .. 'Ibey are evidence that 
w~ are~ MN nation,,,..,. God 
witlt Liberty and ]usliu for all. 

JOSEPH J. GUSMANO 
3 Henfling Road 

_ ,,_f\ u 
Your kind words ' 
been m ore timeli 
been low and You · 
Your hundred doUai 
forts to s tart a bu1 
fund for our membe 
appreciated. It is s 
to the fact that YO\J 

So do we, Mr. Br1 
you know. \V ith c 
ves ts, we will con1 
job. It 's people like 
us feel it 's well we 

JACK BRES 
s. 

Benevol 

Commut 
Dile mm 
To the Editor : 

F rom the diar 
commuter : 

" Never expect 
tim e at the s tatio 
late , the train , 
time." 

" Never hope I 
the s tation : The 
the bus will hav, 

Why, oh why? 



,et' I Cl-01 l.lt.'\I ~ l - .... 
~t,ably also ~ e, some or whom will 
~ - The bUildin Physically handicap. 
ll"n· ambulatory t "'!" be designed ror 

J( the Ethical es1dents 
,iii, Scarsdale wi~~manist site works 

pose<! quota r ave met the stale• 
~s (or the ;t!"'3 community res,. 
i,o!TlC, al 1 Foxhall Rr td The (irsl such 

Oad,opern..-dln1979 

H~UIIJ V\JlULI) I.II ¥ rew 4UU 

diverse areas of Westch 
stepped to lhe mlcropt 
rughl at lbe Board ol Leg 
hearing on the propOSE 
Budget. 

Creche suit 

Under the $448 millia 
~ by County Execu 
IBeUo last month, coor 
reduced slightly lor u, 
live year, and there wll 
aboutl6.73 million !ror 

~'!1ough_ there will apparently be no 
!li1 r~ed th15 year against the village lor 
perrn.1tt1ng !he cr~he to be displayed in 

911Uface Circle, 1t is still possible that 
die legal situation will be different next 
,_r, if the Creche Committee renews 
ill aMual request. Former Federal 
Jldge Marvin Frankel told The In• 
f!irer Wednesday that he and several 
idler Larchmont residents plan to sue 
dllt village's board if it approves a re­
ljlllt next Monday for display of a 
CIIChe on public land. 

According to Frankel, a partner in the 
laahattan law firm of Proskauer, Rose, 
Goetz & Mendelsohn, the display of the 
ache on public property which ~as 
approved by Larchmont I~ ~ear, viol• 
._ the establishment o{ religion clause 
If tbe First Amendment and the due 
Jroceu clause of the Fourteenth 
'-endment. The case will be b~h~ in 
Pedwa1 District Court, despite ,ts ruling 
lllbe 1976 Rubin suit against Scarsdal~­
~uenl Federal decisions m~k~ it 
~ that this is the proper juri&dicllon, 

~said. 

~ est• 

Health related !$UC 

of many of the speak 
18ello's budget incluc 
this area (partly lO c 
percentage of costs 
state l , including the 
from the budget for 
health centers. 

Although the Boal 
since voted lO rein 
centers speakers 
meeting to urge DE 
appropriation, wt 
him its version oC t 

Nancy Craig, p1 
of Women Volen; 
the league's su 
mended the legis 
funds to the nei 
ters. Calling \Ve! 
on target in rel 
sires for lower 
ernment plann 
control ," Mrs. < 
line in a perioc 
while the state 
are reducing f1 
eUorts of. g~v, 
serviceS 1s 1n 
priorities the• 

al " Cl , 
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Trustees okay 
Creche, 4-3 

B)' lM (bell l'MJ"lin ever. lhe Vil• , ...... ..,"""'.,. -..... , .. "" 
1nouaJ reQUtSt ct the Scartdale ~ 
Commitlff to pl11ee • credit. or 9tUlp­
ttd NatMty $Nne, In Villag~~lWd 
Boalfatt Cb'(-le durintt the Cbtblft'la• ....... 

Tht ((IUT to lhrff \'OCe l.n f,ivor ot • 
pro,·ifta tht ~ •'dffl\OftlU' .. lff the 
ddfk'Ul~ 1.11 the nwm.btn ot lht board 
ha\'t with lhltlseut." Aid M.l.)'Of Crady 
JtaltG.. ah.r vod~ wltb Ult rrajorlty. 

lo approv1aJ LIie plactn'ltat of the 
Cffl::bt, tht T'nHtHS 'IOted W\tb tb! t!X· 
poc'Ution lbat Lt'Cll'l.vd Rubin. a loc'al 
resident. ~kl hi• •dt acaiftle tht Vil-
1-,e. aa he di.1 rour ,,..,. 1p. <"harai111 
that tlleduc,layol I rtligiOL1tfYmbol Oil 
pu.blk l)T'Op,trty violates the Fint 
~ pnluoition of Co''~ 
tM.abluhmtnl ot rdlglml. Ho~,·tr. 
Rubin lOld n. loquirer an« u,,. meet• 
lnS, tblt beet~ ol hi.$ presslq work 
tebtodllle. be doff not UUDd to aue this 
year-. Hiuulltt aui:t was dil.mlaled by 
Ftd«al Dist.rid Court on ~ lhal 
u» ta• btlOQffd lo aatt:, noc. Ftderal 
c:owt. • NWll RlbD disl,rees v;tlll. 

Advised by Vdlqe Altorriey John 
Holden UIM Ul$WIC ..... prtieedeall 
MflD to vcitlOld tllit kp,lity cl rdigioJll 
dl,piaYt OD ~k p."optrty, N loiag 11 
0. 111Ullic'iplfltty ~ ftO JW1 111 il 111d 
iaanno•.-..tht~wwerar 
te.CQllffi Did about Ult ltPl QUQtion *• about Ulie IM.lfflwi tttaUCIM lJl)ed 

"Aw_,,. fl IUIJ!I ... " 
111 lid pr\Nlllll.alkw, prior to ll'I0\'11'11 

tbtlbt~Commlot«1e'1n,quntbe 
appro'red, Tnatcc .lo.t~ Ullman 
DLtcl dial lht,t.>Ot,rd ••,t acut.ol)' IW.I,_ 
t.balthffl-il'ORl(lt:itiQll ., ,OD~ol 
olftoM to dllt.enl of oll,tt (bOD• 
Cllntlwi} faitlul • 

Ullman rited dfortl t,y tht Ad¥~ 
Couneil oo lhun•n Rcol1tlo,i1 to ~r• 
~lbe ~Con:unhiee, whitbthb 
)'t',ar ~ •i• locaJ eht.1tdltt. to 
~ tilt Cl'tt'he on chUl'ffl proPfflY 
StWMale ~n1rtpdoa.al •net Hil<"i.. 

codt Pmtl)'t.trlan Otwd>. wttkb wltft. 
drN" from tbe committee • few )--e.-. 
ago, otftl'fd &he use ot dlelt propttUes. 
HOQ\'ff' the Credle C,om.Mlll,M turoed 
tbe ollm clown on g:rouncll tNI It wut• 
the dlaplay to be plaoed ~wn 1be 
Human ~Jations Council's tf!oru to 
floe! • private llitc doWIUwn !or tht d• 
play we, UMucctalul 

Ul.lm.an rcpocted MIO chat lbe Human 
Rdations Cobntll, whose mtmbtn are 
•~:dm.tldy e,-eftly dMd«I between 
Chrhd1ns aad Je-1, concll.Wk!d, lo the 
a~ Of an -,,cemelll on anoUwt • 
cat.Joa, thl1 ll,o req\Jfft to WM Borlil'IN 
Clrc::lot lhould bo sr-r:11eid oa. crOUftlh lhlit 
"it ti ltQ di¥bift lO ~ <'Ol'llffllJftity 
relllioa& to allow this lot1C•Sta..n<hDC 
lnditlilln to be m~nt.atnied than to dftly 
ptnnl$slot1." 

The t'OUlld.l'I W'laaltnow; re((ll'Dffk'l)­

dMSM WU 1ft lmporl&nl f.-«it In Lbcl 
Wlap 8o&fd'1 ,'Ole." We Ila-,. a 1Up,ttf:i; 
Huaa.n Rdllions CciwicU. •• said Tna. 
lf'lt Be.uy 8N111o11, "I Mt ni, reuon to d_.. 
COWIC tbtir ;_a~m:• 

1"' Unt Tn$titt oppoliog Ult re,. 
quat rd"trred to ti» council rtp0rt •• 
wdl., b\lt Chey eiltd IU ll.Atelllffll thal 
••aJl mtmbersol CbeC'OUIIC:il (fflttal the 
~ would be pll('Cd more approp, 
rilttlyon ..a.public- pro,pff1y," 

Tru•-,e Jean Slane. who YOted to ap. 
pro~ lht Credit' Commiuc,c•, req11iea 
I• Pl.JI fif't,1'1 but 1Cllost tbil )'tar, cited 
tbe commllt«'• re}Hllon of the 
··mlOllable W4Cd.i«1" lNU the d. 
play be pf&ffll oa cl!W'dl pound. 

'hwlee Seymour Sim. aakl I.hat !or 
maay )'~AU lhe tb1M1S11114I o( noti• 
ChrlJU111 ttllck,,nll ha,,. b,ffri "lood 
otilhborl" in a<ttPllrw thi11 ~li&b,u 
di&play on ~Uc IMld &1, aaid Sims,. 
•· r ... ~ Nllle worts b04h ways 
Pcrt,,apa il'l II.me for lht ~ d 
t1v-lal.a• to t1!w, tllll'ir lam being -
neighbonl... -
~ee Bfftrke Unck!n.~lwr,lft v«• 

,c~,1""'.., °" P4tt ,81 

Board seeks changes 
in football ~~hP.i111J.,. 
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Creche approved (Conl:nutdf,o• ~- 1 

ing against the request, called it a "very 
d.ifficult .. .inappropriate issue" £or the 
board to be faced with. 

Trustee Jackson Browning joined 
Mayor Jensen and Trustees Brown and 
Ullman in voting yes. 

Patricia Curran, chairman of the 
•Cr,,.he Committee and one ol three vil­
lage residents on the seven-member 
group, said that thecommiuee Is not try­
Ing to m8ke a point in asking !or use of 
Boniface Circle, instead or using church 
property. She said that the centrality of 
the loc8tion makes it pre!erable to any 
of the church properties proposed. 

Underthetermsof the VIiiage Board's 
3p?toval, the committee will display a 
stgn next to the creche saying that the 
display has been "erected and main­
telned solely by tlfe Scarsdale Creche 

Committee, a pri_vate organiza,- I H ~ 
Weather perm1uang. the crt<bt., 

be set up on December 17 and ~ 
down shortly after New Year's o,, l 

In other busine,s, the VUlage liori iD8 the 
reappointed the 27 members td It , Le,s · 
Scarsdale Auxiliary Poli«. llm :::,ant 
Stone, the Police Commissio:ier tbe eose 
thanked the officers for voluct""" 1he pro: 
2036 man-hours during the pu l"', i.J::, 
"They're there when they're .,.... ni. ·. 
she said. llarru · 

The boo.rd also accepted wilh rt#' ollke 
and with gratitude !or bis lollg,:: 11~ 
rendered, the allllOU!'°em~nl bl' ,)II: "11.., t 
Schlosser that he will resgo " 1l!lue I< 
man or the To"n Board of tilt 1• Pur 
Review when histermexpirel~ 1oJ"<l8 
ol this month. No ,uceessor • ti,, ~ 
named. ~.tda~ 

School Board 
"t<rim,~ 

School teachers: Nanc, od ~, 
as ol January 2, t98I, a 2S, ~.J 
man, health, as of Jan~~,n r~ 
proved were the chan8 f L,.,.. '. ;.f, 
to probationary st•~~nior Hilb~J 
High School and . 00 o11i""'S"' 
teacher, and 81'1 ad~~eenacrt5 1 

U.. Wev 
I Sta 
J~' "de• 
Ptllg I 
lot,, 1>1 

Sobol quipped that ii the Regcnls' prop­
osals for State Aid were adopted 
Sca!"!ol• would have lo join the "As: 
soc,auon ol Flat Broke Districts" The 
proposals, announced last W'1<!k • would 
~~:::~ gi~e less aid to distri~t.s like 
that incr!~S: would penaliz.e districts . . exnPnrhtn,..,. .. ,., ...... ___ _ ... ., Aovc: for n,if11, ··" 

~ 
~~ 
l,•"° 
~ 
~-••, 

~"" ft .. ltj4' 
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The Offic'-1 Newapeptf OI IN Town •nd ViRaot of ~ 

- Urion - School°'""" ..... Edge,lnott SdlOOI Otl'id 

Wil11am H Wrvtt, t-'tliUCK 

Oovi<I Klrlcwood. Edit0< 11 
Owen Moren. Advartitl°' 

'Painful decision to make 
The annual request ol the Creche Committee !or use of 

Boniface Circle Is becoming more difficult each year for the 
Village Board to handle. Whichever way the Trustees vote on 

: the request. they fear that their decision will offend many 
, residents. 

The problem with displaying the creche on public property 
is not that many Jewish residents are offended by the sight of 
a Christian symbol, any more than most Christians are of. 
!ended by a menorah or a Star ol David. What is disturbing to 
many people of both faiths is that in permitting the creche on 
village land, the government seems to be promoting a par­
ticular religion - one to which a signilieant percentage ol 
Scarsdale residents do not belong. 

' However, ii the Trustees turn down the Crecbe Commit­
tee's request, they rislt creating the impression that they are 
voting against Christmas or Christianity. That, too, is a 
positioo that the board does not want to seem to be taking. 

~ On balance, we think that the Village Board' s decision to 
, grant the Creche Committee's request was the wiser course 
: lrom a human relations &tandpoint. Aller 25 years ol permit-

ting the display of the creche, reversing Its position would be 
more jarring than continuing past practice. But, like the 
Trustees, we hope that they will not be aslted to make a 
decision aaain next year. 

We do not doubt that the intention of the Creche Committee 
' ist-Oshare thespiritol Christmas, peace and good will to men, 
with as many people In Scarsdale as they can. 

That is a line intention. But we agree with the Advisory 
• CouDCII on Human Re)auons that persisting in requesting 

Boniface Circle for the creche, when It is abundantly clear 
: that many residents are uncomfortable with this display on 

public property. is not the most effective way to communicate 
• the joyous message of Cbri.tmas 
• 
• 

;Budget hearing "' . .,.._,,_~.,,,,, 
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LETTERS 
'D iscomforting' vote on creche 
To Uie f;d,tor : 

At a time • ·httl •-e non.a.-1,ua n1 wit. 
MA Che slpt of a private rell,gioua or­
p.nbation. the Moral Majority H lt Is 
called. atrft:incdowl'l•bandfuiolUnl\ed 
SUtes Senilton who have Jlways atood 
for the pn,teetion ol mtnorlty rdlgiOtll 
,roups, tt is c«UiJlly dllcomt ortiq to 
view the ,'O(e ol our Village Board to 
yield to Ute relic~ inte~ta of the 
Crtc:be Committee. 

Nor is Chere •">' comJ ort in the know­
lf!dce that the Advisory Council on 
HwnanRelaUOMadvised the board that 
!0tlbeaakect good UltttfaithrelatJons It 
shol.ald perm.it a public diaplay ol a prl• 
.-ate rdip)u:s CJ"OUP on public Jrouod, 
'lbceooncil'spresumpcuouspremiJJOfor 
thls IUIOfti.ng ia that the DOO-Chrlltla.n 
tommWlity witJ oot U likely harboT as 
much ill fcel.iQc by granting pcrmiNion 
u Che Christian community will have 
and perhapc even ftPrMI, at being de­
%1.iedtherecpest. Of C'OW"M, <his Pftffl.l• 
ls impli,ed - not axpl\llAd, 

J WOtild ,uggt-St lhat the councJI is 
wNQC oo two ~- The HftlibiUtie1 
aad Nnlitivn.. o( IUIIJ)' IIOft-ChrilliaM 
,n offended by the board's acdoo and 
the councu·, recocnm,endatlo,n . .,...,,..Pt 
not DI reeling Roods our he.&ru.. but sad­_ .,__ 

1be JeCOOd milcalculation is lhlt the: 
couodJ overlook, the fad that four 
churches dropped out from the Creche 
Committee's won thereby 1ipJfying 
tbM tbtr at least conclude lhat there it 
tomeehlns loappropriate iJ not impro. 
per about Ptf$l:sti.ng in the umpaip to 
llM public property for _private pur• 
l)ORI. ttligi,oua or othtrwiM. 

1btst dnarcbes reprtunt aubllln• 
dally large Christian concrel,lliooa, 
tnd fl can lhtreiON be auurned I.bat a 
large nu.mbtt rA Qlrilliant In the com­
rnWUty both re.peel lhe fee.Ung, of their 
non-Chriltian fe.Uow citiien, u well 11 
the United States Cons1i1ution, ~con• 
stitiona.l protection of religious group, 
from go-,·emmeatal 1uJ)l)Orl ol any kind 

pr0te£11 Chrb:Uans. DM-(."hrlatla.n, and 
even non•re1111on1s1.1. 

'J'be Village &.rd's attorney ad•lttd 
the board thal 11rantJng the Crech,e 
Col'llmittee's requelll b conatltuliooally 
right wider the t.ermt OI I.he arnnge. 
meot. I W()U.ld:1ubmhand 1rgue that Uu• 
advice 1s tenuou, at best. n,e courts 
buedJUerenl way•ol interprelingwhal 
la the "Upt:RSCI iDC'WTed" by the board. 
Mooey .la not all thal ii at 1ta.ke in COD· 
1liluUon.al law and iauea. 

In a l'W'a! community with no or a 
handful or oon-Christianl there may be 
no non,rnonet.ary expens,e; l.n terms ol the 
valu,es M(ffe,ellogs ol the community a.s 
• 'AbQle. In SculdaJe, wht:re the non• 
Ouistlan comrnut'llty is substantial ln 
numbers aM substantJaJ ln the life a.rid 
quality ol the community. the courts 
m.ief\t very v;cU hoJd that a private re, 
Uglous display there is an improper coo­
MNCtlon ol the mate.tr. But the big~ 
tion is not whether &he display on p.iblic 
propttty ii constitutionally right. The 
com.pell._, question ii, ii it right? 

Aa America mo,·• into an era when ln 
~ wieh Ua hiltorical bt-i$Minp 
and developmtnt it coatinutt to W91• 

come oew immip-anta who be«lm• oew 
c:iti.t.ieM from the non-Christian lands ol 
the Euttm world, we must promote 
and enforce the coru:titulional Ide.al u 
well aa right of no gD\'enunent partici• 
pation in the ,-ligiou1 aci:ion of any 
vaup. 

Seandalt It.Mil ii experien(lftl aa In, 
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Q\risdans and non-cbristiua aUke. 

11 or wu the aclion of the board 
majority the right thine to do at lbi1 time 
In lhis place? 

IRYING J . SLOAN 

On p erinatal services 
To tht Editor: ta blilhc-d at the Wutchester County 

I have relld your article 011 neonatal Medical Cf:ntf:r. 
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Creche 
(C.:1111/llllt<'I/.IYfllll /'age / J 

that "we should be able to live together 
and understand that we practice diffe­
rent religions:· 

In a letter to the board. Peter Strauss . 
who is a member of the Human Rela­
tions Council. went along with the coun­
cil's recommendation that the board 
approve the creche this year. But he 
urged that the Creche Committee be told 
that next year ii will ha,c to find a pri­
vate site. Strauss charged that the 
committee had made no et rort to rind an 
alternative site. even though the advis­
ory council had urged it to do so. 

Tooley i,,vite ,l to 

gover111ne11t for1in1 

Village Manager Lowell J . Tooley will 
participate in a National Municipal 
League forum on " State and Local Re­
sponse to a New Federalism" al the 87th 
National Conference on Government. 
snonsorL'<l bv the Citi,.ens Porum on ScH 

~ 

! 
I 



1i:.t: omclal NC!wtpaper o t the 1·own anu vw .. &"- .., .......... ..,.,.~.~. 

ScaNJdale un;on Free School District and 
Edgemont School Di.au-kt 

On the creche decision 
In past years, this paper has taken a position regarding the 

crcche question very s imilar to that adopted this year and last 
by lhe Advisory Council on Human Relations. Thal is, we 
agreed with lhe advisory council that municipal property is 
not an appropriate pince for a religious display; that, whether 
legal or not, use ol Boniface Circle lor lhc creche display is 
inconsislent with the spirit of the Constilut.ion's injunction 
against government establishment of religion. 

We also expressed reservations about the government of 
Scarsdale seeming lo promote a religion, especially one that 
is not that of a large percenlaRe of the village's residents. 

And, like the advisory council, we urged the Creche Com­
miuee to demonstrate sensivity to the feelfogs of 1nany in the 
community by selecting a non-public site to display the 
creche, lesl thissymbolof peaceonearlh and good will to men 
become an object of strife. 

Yet wilh all our doubts about the display or the crechc in 
Boniface Circle, we reluctantly concluded. as did the advis­
ory council, that as long as the Creche CommillAle continued 
to rtquest the use of Boniface: Circle, that in the interests of 
community relations, the ViJlage Board should grant its re-­
quest. 

However, Lhis year, in reconsidering the crcche lssue1 we 
think that our conclusion aboul the community relations as­
pect of the question was mistaken. For underlying that con• 
cluslon there seems to be an wumption that those who be­
lieve that the creche does belong In Boniface Circle will be 
less tolerant, more likely lo react badly lo lhal site being 
denied than those who !eel the opposite but lor many years 
have been able to live with the viHagc's past policy or permit­
ting display or the crcche in Boniface Circle. 

But is that assumption fair? Aller the initial shock or the 
Villaste Board's reversal of its oosition has passed, why ex­
peel those who disagree with the board's new position not lo 
be equally tolerant? Centain1y, people may write letters to 
the editor taking issue with the Tn1stoos and they may at• 
tempt to persuade the board to change its mind next year. 
There is no reason why they shouldn't. 

But what we don't think will happen - certainly we hope 
won't happen - is that those whO disagree with what the 
board has done this year will turn against their neighbors who 
reel dirferently a nd cause tho crechc question to divide 
Scarsdale. 

fflt ......... - -• ---.n.•J..or Q;fp? 

Ucl\'IU n.lTA'•U 

Owen Moran, 

•;.: 
The Sca-sd 
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l)r. P(JJIJ#llt 
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To IIWJ F.ditor: 
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have been al;>le to uve WIUI LIit; vu•."'!:,"..,.,_~~-,--···- •. r -
ting display of the creche in Boniface Cir~!~ .. 

But is that assumption fai_r? Aft~~ the 1n1t1al shock of the 
Villal!e Board's reversal of its pos1t1on, has pass~! why ex­
pect those who disagree with the board s new P?SJllon not to 
be equally tolerant? Centainly, people may write letters to 
the editor taking issue with the Trustees and they may at­
tempt to persuade the board to change its mind next year. 
There is no reason why they shouldn't .. 

But what we don't think will happen - certainly we hope 
won't happen - is that those who disagree with what the 
board has done this year will turn against their neighbors who 
feel differently and cause the creche question to divide 
Sc;irsdale. 

Why not another site? 
• 

Now that the Village Board has ruled out Boniface Circle for 
display of the creche, we hope that the Creche Committee will 
reconsider its position against using an alternative, non­
public site. 

We understand that no available location provides quite the 
yisibility of Boniface Circle. But surely displaying the Nativ­
ity scene on the lawn of, say, Scarsdale Community Baptist 
Church or Scarsdale Congregational Church, will do far more 
to spread the Christmas spirit through the community than 
keeping it in storage this year . • 

Dr. Gottesman 
the Albert Einstein College ol Medicine 
£rom 1968 to 11'1t. 

Or. Got team an was a member or the 
WestA>hester County Medical Society, 
Ille American Psychiatric Association, 
the New York Ps~hoanalyt.ic Soceity 
and the Westchester Psychoanalytic 
Society. 

He fs survived by his wire, Maurfcet.-

(Continwdf,o .. Pagel) 

te; three childreo, Eric, 18, Melissa, 16, 
and Peter 1 10: his parents, Dr. Irving 
and Dr. Joeephlne Gottesman or New 
York City; and a sisi.r, Lillian Raef!, ol 
Tenafly, New Jersey, 

A private runeral service will be heJd 
on Friday, November lS. 

Dr. Gottesman's death ls lhe ifrst 
pedestrian fatality in SCarsdale in 17 
years. 
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LETTERS 
~ 1vake of the Village Board's 

~, 011 ,iot to pennit the creche to be 
dt,i~~d in Boniface Circle, The ln­
d~f. r received ,nany letters. All those 
q''" r, T: N mb ·vcd as of iwsday, ove er 17 
,tCt' rbelow except/or those which were 
0'j;;ssed to the Mayor or which came 
0 

1
,.,,,wusly or with a request for the 

pt,01 .., 'thhe ..:ib,'s na,ne w be wt ld. 
tl/TIW 

the Editor: 
TO There has got to be something positive 
wat can result out ~f. the passions sur­

unding the decision to move the 
~~istmas creche off publi~ property. 
faybe we'll realize that even in 1981 

~ere are still l~ssons to teach _our chil-
dren abou~ loving an~ respect1ng their 
neighbOrs a!1d that ac~ons and behavior 
can speak more effectively about rtlligi­
ous belief than sculptures in a public 
parking circle. This "vent J::an teach all 
of US to be more sympathetic to the feel­
ings of our neighbors about the proper 
use of public property. , 

If we all show the Creche Committee 

f 
enough love and understanding they 
may unbend from their uptight position 
and they may place the creche on the 
property of one of the sponsoring 
churches where it belongs. 

Most ~mportantly, maybe a few m1,re 
of us will spend extra time preparing for 
the birth of Christ with our loved ones 
instead of rushing around shopping. 
Maybe God is guiding us to place our 
religious symbols in better surround­
ings, instead of next to the hardware 
store lmd facing the sporting good store. 
Let's go downtown for tools and tennis 
balls and let's keep religious belief 
where it belongs ... in our hearts and our 
deeds and our reactions to change. 

MICHAEL P. ANASTAS 
4.9 Church Lane 

• 
To the Editor: 

There is obvious hypocrisy in banning 
the Creche in Scarsdale but not the other 
blatantly Christian public decorations. 
The holly wreath is the symbol of 
Christ's crown of thorns. Legend has it 
that the berries, once white, were 
stained with His blood. The undying 
evergreen tree was introduced by Mar­
tin Luther into Christmas as a twofold 
symbol of joy and the infinity of God the 
Son. Certainly Santa Claus and his rein-
deer need no explanation. · 

Simple logic dictates that all "h?li· 
day" decorations be outlawed as Christ­
ian in tradition and association. But 
does hypocrisy's long arm reach so far 
as to halt such bold action in the name of 
crass commercialism? The board is wil­
ling to take on its weaponless residents. 
The merchants may be quite another 
target. 

I for one will not Chr-istmas-shop in 
any Scarsdale store that does not dis­
play a creche in its window. 

NEIL SULLIVAN 
64 Taunton Road 

To the Editor: 
As a convert to the Christian religion 

and as a resident of Scarsdale who 
firmly believes in the separation of 
church and state I am appalled that 
some ~ailed Christians who claim_ to 
be conservative and thus of necessity 
must believe in the separation o~ chur~h 
and state would have the audacity to in­
sist that a Nativity scene be placed on 
village property, especially when there 
are numerous Christian churche~ and 
various denominations plus private 
homes which are so decorated for the 
Yuletide season. 

I personally believe in Christmas and 
all that the Christ Child stands for· 
Nevertheless, it should never be forgot­
ten it was t.'le Christians who demanded 
th ... •'-~ conaration of church and stat~ 

To the Editor : 
The matter of Christmas season dls­

plar of a manger scene on property 
owned by the people o( '$ca:-sdale ·has 
been a bone of contention for several 
years. I would like to place the matter in 
perspective fol' the benefit of those who 
are concf'rned by the recent decision of 
the Village Board of Trustees to discon-
tinue the practice. · 

Each year since 1957, the private 
Creche Committee responsible for the 
display has solicited permission by the 
Village. Not until 1976 was there a public 
objection regarding placement of the 
display. Each year since 1976, the Ad­
visory Council on Human Relations has 
been asked to review the matter and to 
make a recommendation to the Village 
Trustees in the interests of harmony in 
the community. This year, the Advisory 
Council on Human Relations, after 
thoroughly investigating opinions and 
o_ptions, recommended that continua­
tion of the practice was likely to be less 
divisive and less damaging t'o good rela­
tions within the community than would 
be denial of permisoion. The Council 
wanted to avoid the r.elatively greater 
shock to community harmpny we be­
lieved would occur if the 23-year-old 
practice were discontinued. 

Nevertheless, the Trustees voted their 
convictions. The matter is decided. 
Th.ere will not be a manger scene on Vil­
lage property this year. 

I appeal to all residents of Scarsdale to 
be tolerant of the Trustees'. action. In 
support of this appeal, several points 
should be made. ' 

First of. all, no one has made any claim 
against displays of manger scenes in 
Scarsdale. Many homes and most 
churches provide such decor:ations. The 
only controversial point has been the 
placement of such displays on property 
which is held in common. Many 
churches in Scarsdale have offered to 
display the creche which formerly has 
been placed at Boniface Circle. The 
Creche Committee, however, has de­
clined these sites because they are not 

To the Editor: 
Your recent editorial ''On the Creche 

Decision," Nov. 11, 1981 stated, among 
other things, that the majority of the re­
sidents of Scarsdale are now not Christ­
ians. 

Yoµ further stated that the decision 
was good because it satisfied the major­
ity, who are not Christians. 

This may be true but here are three 
questions: 

1. What census or what source did you 
use to obtain these figures-or is it ~our 
assumption? 

2. What vote or survey did you use to 
ascertain the desires of the "majority" 
or the hopes of the "minority"? Or was 
this an assumption? 

3. The real question is: In this question 
is it pertinent to use the concept of 1the 
interest of the majority v. minority? 

I believe that in this community that 
there are many of the "majority" .who 
don't share your vfews-pertiaps even a 
majority of the majority. And there are 
many in the "minority" who don't care 

. that much and would side with the 
majority. 

1·ne point is that this concept serves to 
polarize people; but perhaps that is 
what you are attempting to do as the 
record of your editorials for the past five 
years sho~s a constant campaign to 
make the lSSUe of the creche a divisive 
one in the commu~ity. 

JOHN D. HAWKINS 
5 Tisdale Road 

Editor's reply 

centrally located. The Advisory Council 
on Human Relations also looked into 
other privately owned property, but no 
suitable locations were available. 

Second, although the 'frustees' action 
did provoke the kind of response from 
both sides that we feared , the dispute 
could be dispelled now if only those who 
have been offended will simply let the 
issu.e die . There undoubtedly will be 
many, many Christmas dis plays of 
manger scenes in Sca,·sdale for years to 
come, but there is no longer any reason 
to argue about the one at Boniface Cir­
cle. 

Third, the council has urged the 
Creche Committee for years to find 
another site for their display. Certainly, 
it has not been in the best interests of 
community harmony to review this 
same issue year after year. Now, I hope 
they will pursue the council 's request so 
that the creche can be enjoyed by those 
who have enjoyed it in the past. 

Fourth, it is my conviction that this 
issue is not grounded in any religious 
controversy between Jews and Christ­
ians. Christians as well -as Jews have 
been opposed, and Jews as well as Chris­
tians have fovored continuing the prac­
tfce. Indeed, differences of opinion on 
this use of public property have occur­
red withil'J the same filmily. Wi1at 
Scarsdale does not need in this holiday 
season is a religious dispute among its 
citizens. .. . - - ··- ·- -· 

Finally, I hooe we all can observe this 
festive season in the spirit of joy. We can 
be thankful that we do live in such a spe­
cial, pluralistic community. Let's bury 
this bone of contention, accept the Trus­
tees' decision, and get on with our lives 
together as feI.:ow citizens who have 
many different ways to celebrate the 
holidays. Then we will be freer to con­
centrate on more significant challenges 
to peace and good will on earth. 

LYNNE BUTCHER CLARK, 
Chairman Advisory 

Council on Human Relations 

To the Editor: 
I,.et us be consistent. We all know that 

we celebrate the birthday of Jesus 
Christ on December 25. · 

So, if no creche, there should be no 
Chri~tmas decorations, no lights, no 
window dressing, no tree decorations. 

These latter do not signify the real 
meaning of Christmas. 

DOROTHY BLACKMAR 
Chateau Lorraine 

To the Editor: 
We write to express our support for the 

difficult decision of the Village Board 
and Mayor Stone to deny the Creche 
Committee's request to place a creche 
on village property again this year. 

It would have been easy for the Mayor 
and the board to have adopted the re­
commendation of the Advisory Council 
on Human Relations to grant the Creche 
Committee's request, but this would 
have perpetuated the issue of the creche 
for yet another year. 

We belive this community has been 
better served by laying the matter to 
rest once and for all. 

We hope that all citizens of good will 
will join together without bitterness in 
accepting the board's .decision. 

FLQ ·and WARREN SINSHEIMER 
22 ~urray Hill Road 
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ro lhe Editor: 
In 1he light of mounting crime, ter­

~sm and the recent close-to-ho1ne 
Brink's murders, I subn1it that only by a 
!!lurn to God and his Ten Con1mand­
oents can our country be saved from its 
1Qemies. 
"Tlie fear of God is the beginning of 
ri.ldom" and "The nation that will not 
1eruledby God will be ruled by tyrants" 
,enot mere pious maxims ; they are 
ulements of the law of life. When the 
mstenceof God is denied, self-restraint 
isappears and society must impose ex­
llmal restraints in order to survive. 
fllisleadstotyranny. When God's law is 
ictnowledged, certain actions become 
mpermissible. A list of such actions is 
irmalired in the Ten Commandments. 
Those organizations promoting god-

ts;<;ness in the U.S.A. are promoting 
IJranny. ln my opinion, the future 
lliice of the U.S.A. is clear: Teach the 
!llllg to acknowledge God and to obey 
lfislawsor prepare them to live under a 
iyranL The tyrant might well be a com-
111Dist 
Tragically, Secular Humanism ap­

Jlarstohave become our state religion, 
litbour schools permitting almost any­
li,g except God, prayer and the Ten 
1'4aimandments. 
Totbose who challenge the fact that our 
llantry is a God-fearing, Christian 
lliltryfrom its very beginning, I quote l~w_, phrases from George 
~n's first Thanksgiving Proc-

~ it is the duty of all nations to 
~Wledge the p~ovi_dence of Al­
lili YGod, to obey H!s will, to be grate-
11..or ~is benefits and humbly to im-
"'"' liis Protection and favor; ... and 
~ ._therefore, ... that we may then 

1 
served ~ .. ~ ~e •n most humbly offering our 

1y ble".- , ':lid~ and supplications to the great 
~c;." writtell, ·· lliiii ~ Ruler of Nations, and beseech 
king t)le g••r. ~ P~on our national and other 

8 n ~":,1 ,Jess1ons, to enable us all , whether 
rossrtl t~isLC::" ~~~or private stations, to perform 
b
5

Yd!r iog t.J:; ~ 1es properly and punctually; to 
ttY ~ t li•·to OUr national government a bles-

1nd pe ine11 t~. aJl the people by constantly be.ing ~or JUd~.r 11t· .. ,em 
"' <./0"' 'I ~ rnent of wise, just and constitu-
rage.. ted I> ~ laws, discreetly arid faithfully 
,pr ccill d {ejlfi ~led and obeyed ; to promot~ ~he 
ati<>f! adP81~~ 111d ~·edge and practice of true religion 
,e pr111 the .~, hi ll'tue ... " 
r serV~111e Or ~!l'Y opinion the deplorable creche 
1e VI 1>ette . •1er~~• Pressu;ed by a small minority 
eserves I' . ~ ,,,. 1berals plays into the hands of 

to loO ~ ?tldwid~ attack on our Judeo-
ould be 1e ill' ~- ban heritage of universal Moral 
I d pe<>P AS II • 
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te t.h~ e , 11tll e 
::1ucuv eelC t.11 t 
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OTTO E. DOHRENWEND 
6 Paddington Road 

l,lh 
,. e £ditor· 

b:~ 0\ ' 
t~ Ur. llalion prepares to celebrate 
~l f1vi11g, it would serve us well to 
~i or a moment on just ·.vhy .the S Ills and other early colonists 
i!)oulo this land. They were escapin~, 
'i ,11ftobably will recall , from rel~gi­
,_.,~ r~lerance. They were run~ing 

0m a narrow-minded society 

t~at felt threatened by anthing that was 
d~ff~rent from their own religious con­
victions. N? ~ruly religious person sees 
an~l~er reh~1on or public expression of 
reh~•o_us beliefs as a threat. In fact , the 
ma1or1ty of rel!gi~us people recognize 
the grea~ benefits ,n a free society that 
~as the r ight to speak its 1nind and pub­
licly ~xpress its religious beliefs. 

_In hght of this, it mystifies me that the 
V1!Ja,ge Trustees could have 1nade the 
decision to r~ject the right of a part of 
our co1nmun1ty to exercise its religious 
freedo,n by putting the Creche in its 
traditional place at Boniface Circle. I 
have been a teacher at the J unior High 
for over 12 years, and I have always 
made an attempt in any contact that I 
have with the young people of this co1n­
munity to teach the1n tolerance for 
others. I just wonder what kind of mes­
sage the Village Trustees have sent to 
our young. 

We do not have to look too far back into 
history to remember what religious into­
lerance did to god-fearing people in Hi­
tler's Gern1any. One of the messages 
given to us this past week in the movie 
"Skokie" was that when the Nazis began 
they were just a small band of radicals 
to which nobody paid any attention. How 
can our village allow a few secularists, 
who would take God off the dollar bill 
and out of the Pledge of Allegiance, to 
pressure it into denying the civil rights 
of other members of the community. 

DOMINIC J. CASTIELLO 
86 Madison Road 

To the Editor: 
To us the vote of the Village Board of 

Truste~ on the issue of the creche dis­
play is a sad one indeed. Regardless of 
religious beliefs, the display has mean-

. ing for our feelings for our ~ellow man. 
On public property or_ not, 1t .reflects a 
universal caring, loving attitude that 
should remain and be reinf?rced as part 
of our life as Americans. With the mixed 
traditions that have become a part o! the 
heritage of many of us today, especially 
here in Scarsdale, is the display really 
offensive? . 

Doesn't this presentation, and/or a 
similar Channukah tradition or other­
wise, help to warm our hearts t.oward 
each other? Now we are left with no­
th. g the world becomes colder and 
m:e· distant. As citizens ?f Scarsd.ale, 

t We learn and enrich our lives canno . 
from traditions of this sort. 

SUSAN and REED BOHOVICH 
24 Overlook Road 

To the Editor: 
A a Christian member of the 

Sca:sdale community, I have.b~en dis­
tressed by the negative reaction to the 
board's decision not to allow the creche 

· th ' ear 
d•w~:~ve~so~e thousand years in 1nany 

t . s Christian festivals have been coun r1e , , . · t 
d as an excuse for· pogroms aga1ns t;: Jews. This history has caused.~ s~n-

. . . in the Jewish commun, Y o-
s1t1v1ty . . d ' plays which we ds rel!g1ous is , 
~:ristians tend not to understand, s1~ce 

t ex erienced the same kind 
we have "~·on ~ hope that this issue will 
of persecu 1 a~d that all of us can l.earn 
be explored for all religious, national 
new toler~n1cegroups who reside in 
and rac1a 
Scarsdale. become a place where 

Let our to;~eel comfortable and at 
everyone ca 
• I 
home , ANNE PIERPONT LEHR 

6 Dickel Road 

To the Editor: 
I read with great dismay the decision 

of the Village Board to abolish the 
creche from Boniface Circle this year. I 
fail to understand how anything as plain 
and simple as a Mother, Father, and 
Child could offend anyone. I imagine 
next year we will eliminate the wreaths 
as l am ·sure they offend some of our 
residents. In addition, why not also 
eli1ninale the sale of all cards for the 
holiday season, both Christian and 
otherwise? 

The once united Village of Scarsdale 
should spend more time getting rid of 
pornography on the magazine racks of 
our stationary stores, or reducing 
neighborhood crime which is slowly in­
creasing in front of our eyes. To many 
people, these things are considered of­
fensive, whereas a once-a-year symbol 
of peace is not. In fact, in past years 
many people have looked forward to tak­
ing a short visit to Boni£ace Circle, espe­
cially with their children. To remo11e the 
creche would be to take away a part of 
the holiday season for many. 

To the Editor: 

JOHN SOMMANTICO 
74 Sprague Road 

In attempting to be all things to all 
people, your November 12th editorial 
touches also on the notion that religious 
expression by a minority (localized to 
Scarsdale in this case) can be suppres­
sed in deference to a majority. Did you 
realize the implications once your "re­
servations" on the feelings of what is not 
a "Large percentage of the village's re­
sidents" were to be applied nationally? 

The entire matter is shortsighted, 
clearly divisive, surprisingly provoca­
tive and the incipient anger and outright 
resentment generated (which you 
rather hopefully dismiss as a "passing 
initial shock") will be sadly but aptly 
symbolized by the absence this year of 
the creche and the loving emotions it in­
spires in ,nore people than "constitu­
tional argument" cares to recognize. 

In fact , and despite the multiple­
choice "cloaks," the board's decision to 
violate a tradition was essentially an­
tagonistic and will surely encourage 
1nany to think like the board - "anti." 
Pity! 

Why are Scarsdale schools closed on 
Christmas Day, anyway? 

ALEX and LOURDES PHOCAS 
60 Taunton Road 

The Nove1nber 12 editorial made no re­
ference to a majority or a minority. Nor 
did it say that there is not a large percen­
tage of Christians in Scarsdale. What it 
did say is that there is a large percentage 
of the population for who1n the creche is 
not a sy1nbol of their religion, 1. e., 
non-Christians. 

To the Editor: 
It is with considerable dismay that I 

read of the growing controversy about 
the place1nent of a creche in a Scarsdale 
park. The threat that such a controversy 
generates against religious tolerance is 
upsetting enough, but the alleged 
house-burning threat is frightening. 

It is an ilnportant principle of a demo­
cratic society that every citizen must be 
allowed lo £ollow his conscience within 
the moral law. Unfortunately, there is a 
great divergence of consciences in this 
country. I must follow my own consci­
ence, but I may not force others to follow 

that conscience of mine. If I wish to fol­
low my consicence, I must do so at all 
times and in all instances, whether con­
venient or inconvenient; whether pro­
fftable or unprofitable. 

If I feel it is right and just lo fight the 
placement of a certain religious symbol 
in a particular place, it is r ighteous for 
me to fight such placement. Con­
sequently I must resist the same in all 
places of public gathering even if m:• 
action means a l0ss to me of profit from 
sales and advertising. This is the proof 
of my sincerity. I must also be prepared 
for the destruction of some friendships 
and community relationships, Perhaps I 
must ask myself whether the cause jus­
tifies the effect. 

In this dispute let both sides re­
member that a righteous conscience 
must be guided by charity and open­
mindedness. Also, let us beware of the 
fact that righteousness never precludes 
a little vindictiveness. Let us hope, too, 
that the removal of the Lord's image 
from the park in Scarsdale will not 
thereby remove His image from the 
hearts of the citizens in Scarsdale. 

REV. JAMES CASHMA.N, OSC 
950 Mamaroneck Avenue 

White Plains 

To the Editor: 
"Congress shall make no law respect­

ing an establishment of religion, o\- pro­
hibiting the free exercise thereof;" 
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are 
ices to have it in \Vestchester . 
lfsdale. 
fteferring to the magazine article. 
,t paragraph states, " It is discon 
~ to find that in Scarsdale. Eastche 
~ and Bronxville not a sing 
ramedic is available . Tbey mayer 
illly recognize that emergen 
~icine is at leas t as important 
me of the munic ipal servic 
dgeled ." 
l sincerely hope your ne\vspaper I\ 

w use its influence to help secure I 
arsdale better e mergency servic 

ace 

ROBERT OPPENHE 
45 Popham R 

a51,,1plO 
0
~:i1ons be outlaw~ as Christ­

JsJ'' dcC ttdition and association. But 
1111 

ifl tr r!sy's long arm reach so far 
~oes •~ch bold action in the name of 

8
s to 119 mrncrcialism? The board is wil­

crsss ~ako on its weaponless residents. 
11118 to rchnnts may be quite another 
f llC fl1C 

1&rgct. ono will not ChrJstmas--shop in 
l c;arsdt1lo storo that does not dis-

9l\Y crocho in its window. 
pl~ 9 NEIL SULLIVAN 

64 Taunton Road 

118 &dltor: 
1'0 t 

8 
convert to the Christian religion 

AS s a resident of Scarsdale who 
,od f 1,>elieves in the separation of 
(lrll'I ch and state, I am appalled that 
c11ur so-called Christians who claim to 
sofl\~ervative and thus of necessity 
be ct t,elieve in the separation of church JIit tate would have the audacity to in­
a~ t ~at a Nativity scene be placed on 
~age property, especially when there 
v numerous Christian churches and 
~ious denominations plus private :mes which are so decorated for the 
yuletide season. 

1 personally believe in Christm._as and 
all that the Christ Child stands for. 
Nevertheless, it should never be forgot­
ten it was the Christians who demanded 
that the separation of church and state 
be one of the first and foremost amend­
ments to our Constitution. Thus, if those 
Christians thought it be of such impor­
tance. it behooves us as Christian de­
scendants, to adhere likewise. 

CHARLES HARWOOD JR. 
50 Popham Road 

To the Editor: 
Offend: 1. to cause resentful dis­
pleasure in 2. to affect disagreeably 
Random House College Dictionary, 
1968. 

The vote of the Village Board means 
that I will no longer be affected disag­
reeably by reading in The Inquirer that 
"many people in town (I assume those 
represented by Seymour Sims) "are 
annually offended" - caused resentful 
displeasure - by the creche, which 
symboli7.es love, joy, peace, new life, 
and perfect harmony between God, h\S 
creatures and nature. 

MADELEINE R. TIERNEY 
18 Gorham Road 

To the Editor: 
. Now, another unpleasantness to be 

Picked up by the news services, further 
~!ding Scarsdale up to nationwide gos­
Sip and ridicule. 
la The majority vote of the Scarsdale Vil­

.ge &ard to do away with the creche 
· displayed in downtown Scarsdale this 
Year, has made headline news through­
:t ~ local newspapers. To ban this 

adibonal display came despite a re­
~nunendation from the village's Ad­
try Council on Human . Relations. 
tee group wanted the Creche Commi~-
00 l? be granted permission to place 1t 

Village owned propety once again. 
Scls tradition offending? People of 
~:ale are offended by a theological 
lltin Y ! Then I do believe no other r~­
d der of this holiday be displayed JJl 
.,,,.~wntown_ Scarsdale either, such . as 

111 
eaths, hghts, trees, caroling, Chr1St­S: shopping, card buying and even 
T la Claus! . . . 

ti hose of us who do believe tn the tradi­c:n of Christmas should continue to 
Polebrate, but bring our purchasing 
14lwers to other communities that are 

:able of all religions. 
Cr e are enjoined by our mutu~l 
it eato~ to "let our light so shine ... " ~ill 
~ can tt shine in Scarsdale this cooung 
<'-~n of " Peace on Earth to Men of 
-UOQ Will"? 

Or ... :h .: ,. £_ .. _ rv\larize 

You further stated that the decision 
~as good because it satisfied the major­

y • who are not Christians 
This may be true but he~e are three 

questions : 
1· What census or what source did you 

use to obtain these figures-or is it your 
assumption? 

2· What vote or survey did you use to 
ascertain the desires of the "majority" 
or the hopes of the "minority"? Or was 
this an assumption? 

S. The~ealquestionis: Inthis questlon 
!s it pertinent to use the concept of the 
interest of the majority v. minority? 

I believe that in this community that 
the~e are many o! the " majority" ,who 
don .t s~are your v1ewS-perfiaps even a 
ma1or!tY of the majority. And there are 
many tn the "minority" who don't care 

' tha~ f!lUCh and would side with the 
maJor1ty. 

'l'he point is that this concept serves to 
polarize people; but perhaps that is 
what you are attempting to do as the 
record of your editorials for the past five 
years shows a constant campaign to 
mak~ the issue of the creche a divisive 
one m the commu~ity. 

• 

JOHN D. HAWKINS 
5 Tisdale Road 

Editor's reply 

Clearly Mr. Hawkins has misun­
derstood our editorial of Nevember 12. 
Nowhere did we state that non­
Christians are in a majority in 
Scarsdale nor did we speculate what 
kind of decision o, the creche would 
sati;sfy the majority: What was said is 
that it was not appropriate for the mllage 
government to seem to be pr(Jffl()ting a 
religion (by cllilwing display of one of its 

• 

symbols on public land), especially 
when many residents of the village do 
not belong to that religion. Of course 
there are many Scarsdale residents who 
are Christians, but whether the percen-.. 
tage of.Christians is a majority or a 
minority here we have no idea nor do we 
think that it is relevant to this issue. ·we 
have never oiewed the question of 
whether the. creche should be displayed 
on public land as one of majority versus 
minority interest. As Mr. Hawkins 
writes, that approach would be divisive, 
something which this paper has always 
tried to avoid being in its coverage of the 
• issue. 

To the Editor: . 
True the Nativity scene is of religious 

signifi~ance. Pla~ing it on _p~blic prop­
erty has given r1Se to leg1t1mate pros 
and cons - the basic question being is 
this a mixture of church and state. 

What about the Jewish holidays of 
Yorn Kippur and Rosh Hashanah _and 
the Catholic holy day of Good Friday 
celebrated by our public schools result­
ing in no classes held these ~ays? Re­
ligious significance? Certa1nl~-yet 
somehow supported by a state-run edu-
cation system! · 

Why can't a creche be allowed to sit on 
public propercy, not significantly chang­
ing anyone's daily life, for a few weeks 
out of the year? Certain!>: a day off from 
school makes a larger impact on our 
lives both from parents' and students' 
points of view. 
. J have nothing against a school celeb• 
rating a religious holy day. However, 
when church and state are allowed to • --- --··- __ .... __ ,,. ,,,1,,,,, 

'-'111 l a> .. llda> Ut:\.:Ul 1:1\IUIUS OU II ISJI W ""' 

window dressing, no tr~ decoralf~nil 
These latter do not signify the re.ii 

meaning of Christmas. 
DOROTHY BLACKMAR 

Chateau Lorraine 

To the Editor : 
We write to express our sul)port for the 

difficult decision of the Village Board 
and Mayor Stone to deny the Creche 
Coml!littee's request to place a creche 
on village property again this year. 

It would have been easy for the Mayor 
and the board to have adopted the re­
commendation of the Advisory Council 
on Human Relations to grant the Creche 
Commlttee's request , but this would 
have perpetuated the issue of the creche 
for yet another year. 

We belive this community has been 
better served by laying the matter to 
rest once and for all. 

We :hope that all citizens of good will 
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will join together without bitterness in 0 
accepting the board's decision. 1~ 

FLO and WARREN SINSHEIMER p 
22 ¥urray Hill Road t i 
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lhedl\·orceJa" e ge or the changes in 
lent of the la,~ understanding of the i11-
s pe,ci3f probJ • . and sensitivity to the 
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When counseling ,.,,01nen about legal 
fees. the LA \V staff points out that 
P!easant conversation exchanging lid­
b1~ of personal happenings. either in the 
off1c~ or on the phone. may cost them 
considerably more than a dollar a mi• 
nute. 

• I n" t"V:lll l t• 

win1(~ lht , , ems that \\'ome f . this cris is situation \V n ace 10 , Tit,· lt·I, - "hen 1ntervie\\ in e suggest that 
"oman should g an attorney, the 
doing the h" . remember that she is 
dated o iring. and if she feels inlimi­
s r uncomfortable, or the attorney 

• 
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m.irr1.tge 1s 
eems condescending or un,villing lo f ns ,, er her q_uestions in understandable 
anguage, Uus may not be the best per­

s on to represent her. 
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Experiences in,·ol,·ing inadequate 
~omn1unica_tion bet,,·een a ,,·oman and 
11er la,,•vn,• I d' t h . 

·'.... 11 ica et e importance of a 
~1~lu3 Uy beneficial client-lawyer re­
-au1!.r a~reeJttent • A woman attending 

~A\\ s \\·onten·s legal clinic described 
ter horror \\-hen, ha,•ing been assured 
by her attorney, " Don't \\'orry about the 

~at felt threatened by anthing that was 
d~f~rent from their own religious con­
v1ct1ons. No truly religious person sees 
another religion or public expression of 
religious beliefs as a threat. In fact the 
majority of religious people reco~ize 
the grea~ benefits in a free society that 
has the rtght to speak its 1nind and pub­
licly express its religious beliefs. 

ln light of this, it mystifies me that the 
Village Trustees could have made the 
decision to reject the right of a part of 
our community to exercise its religious 
freedom by putting the Creche in its 
traditional place at 8-0niface Circle. I 
ha\·e been a teacher at the Junior High 
for over l2 years, and I have always 
made an attempt in any contact that l 
have with the young people of this com­
munity to teach them tolerance for 
others . I just wonder what kind of mes­
sage the Village Trustees h~ve sent to 
our young. 

~ecause the selection of an attorney is 
so important, ,ve have focused on this 
\\•hen a dissolution of marriage is immi­
nent. Other important related problems. 
such as custody, maintenance child 
s~pport, ,vills and marital contra~ts . are 
discussed by guest attorneys at the 
women's legal clinic of \Vestchester. 
held on U1e3rd Tuesday of each month at 
!he_YMCA_ in \Vhite Plains. An opportun­
ity ~ provided for questions by those at­
tending. 

Legal a,~•areness itnplies kno,vledge 
of the pertinent la,vs, becoming an in­
forn~ed consun1er ,vhen seeking legal 
s~rv1ces, and .an ~nderstanding of one's 
rights and obligations ,vhen retaining an 
attorney. 

To the Editor : 
I read with great dismay the decision 

of the Village Board to abolish the 
cr~he from Boniface Circle this year. l 
fall to understand ho,v anything as plain 
and simple as a l\iother Father and 
Child could offend anyo~e. I im~gine 
next year we will eliminate the wreaths 
as I am ·sure they offend some of our 
residents. In addition, why not also 
eliminate the sale of all cards for the 
holiday season, both Christian and 
otherwise? 

The once united Village of Scarsdale 
should spend more time getting rid of 
pornography on the magazine racks of 
our stationary stores, or reducing 
neighborhood crime which is slowly in­
creasing in front of our eyes. To many 
people, these things are considered of­
fensive, whereas a once-a-year symbol 
of peace is not. In fact, in past years 
many people have looked forward to tak­
ing a short visit to Boniface Circle, espe­
cially with their children. To remove the 
creche would be to take away a part of 
the holiday season for many. 

JOHN SOMMANTICO 
74 Sprague Road 
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Wedo not have to look too far back into 
history to remember what religious into­
lerance did to god-fearing people in Hi­
tler's Germany. One of the messages 
given to us this past week in th~ movie 
"Skokie" was lhatwhen the NaZJ.s began 
they were just a .small band of radicals 
to which nobody paid any attention. ~w 
c:,n our village allow a few seculartsts, 
who would take God off the dollar bill 
and out of the Pledge of Alle~i~';e, to 
pressure ir into denying the c1vd ~1ghts 
of other members of the community. 

To the Editor: 

g god. 
noting 
future 
d,(M 
od:>ey 
odere 
,com• 

DOMINIC J CASTIELLO 
86 MadL&On Road 

To 1he Editor; Bo d f 
To us the 'Vote oC lhe Village ar o 

Tn1~ on the issue of the creche du.­
,,.,. ls 3 sad one indeed R.egardle5s of 
~)' beliels, the di.splay has mean• 
~ _ , ~,: .. '"' ,,.,. ,..,,. f@llow man. 

In attempting to be all things to all 
people, your November 12th editorial 
touches also on the notion that religious 
expression by a minority ( localized to 
Scarsdale in this case) can be suppres­
sed in deference to a majority. Did you 
realize the implications once your "re­
ser vations" on the feelings of what is not 
a " Large percentage of the village's re­
sidents" were to be applied nationally? 

The entire matter is shortsighted, 
clearly divisive, surprisingly provoca­
Uve and the incipient anger and outright 
resentm ent generated ( which you 
rather hopefullv disn1i.ss as a "oassinl! 

rnore gossipy than worne~~ 
They work al the office all 
day and Lhey co1ne home to 
the dinner table and tell 
Slories ab<iut their bosses 
and people they ,vork ,vith. 

--- •.• .., ••• .._._., 1.v - !L .::, Ut!ll-

nitely ,vomen . My rnother 
stays on the phone for hours 
talkin_g about our fa1nily 
and friends . When we go out 
she talks a lot to her friends. 
Men are less talkative. 

I 

Kate Shiels, 11 . 1 think 
women tend to gossip more 
because they 111eet people in 
stores and talk forever and 
ever . It's interesting, but I 
do have lo wait and wait. 
When men meet they talk 
business, whereas, wornen 
talk about almost ahvayli 
each other . 

To111 Glordano, 12 - Gener-

Alexandra Poirel , 11 . 
Women do . They invite 
other ladies over for tea in 
the afternoon and talk 
about other people. My 
father sticks to buisness, 
but my mother can talk to 
her friends for hours. 

Deborah Alterman, 9 . I fi. 
gure they are both pretty 

Readers are invited lo sub, 
,nit their suggestions for 
questions to be asked in Jit­
lttre editions oj· f<~ocal 
Points. 

that conscience of mine. If I wish to fol­
low tny consicence, I must do so at all 
tilnes and in all instances, whether con­
venient or inconvenient; whether pro­
fitable or unprofitable. 

lf I feel it is right and just to fight the 
placement of a certain religious symbol 
in a particular place, it is righteous for 
me to fight such placement. Con­
sequently I must resist the same in all 
places of public gathering even if m:1 

action means a loss to me of profit from 
sales and advertising. This is the proof 
of my sincerity. I must also be prepared 
for the destruction of some friendships 
and community relationships. Perhaps I 
must ask myself whether the cause jus­
tifies the effect. 

In this dispute let both sides re­
member that a righteous conscience 
must be guided by char·ity and open. 
mindedness. Also, let us beware of the 
fact that righteousness never precludes 
a little vindictiveness. Let us hope, loo, 
that the removal of the Lord's image 
from the park in Scarsdale will not 
thereby remove His image from the 
hearts of the citizens in Scarsdale. 

REV. JAMES CASHMAN, OSC 
950 Mamaroneck A venue 

White Plains 

To the Editor: 
" Congress shall make no law respect­

ing an establishment of religion, or pro­
hibiting the free exercise thereof;'' 

~, 

Amendment I, 
Constitution of the United States 

The purpose of this amendment, 
clearly, is to prevent the federal gov­
ernment from interfering with the re­
ligious freedom of the citizens of the var­
ious states. Since it is unlikely that the 
federal government has any interest, 
whatever , in the Scarsdale village 
creche display, it is ludicrous to suggest 
that the United Stat"s Constitution bars 
the placement of a Christmas display al 
~oniface circle. In fact, quite the oppo­
site seems to be true. The amendment 
prevents government from "prohibiting 
the free exercise" or religion in such a 
display. 

If the creche must be removed from 
Boniface Circle, then it must be equally 
''unconstitutional" to have the carol 
sing at Village Hall and in our neighbor­
hood parks; the Christmas tree at Davis 
Park must not be lit; the holiday lights 
must not go on the village lamp posts! 

The concept of "separation of church 
and state" exists only to prevent one 
governing body from interfering with 
the other and has absolutely nothing to 
do with religious holiday customs that 
are harmful to no one and probably be­
neficial to all. 

The Grinch should go back to his cave. 
THEODORE L. BLUMENTHAL 

173 J ohnson Road 

To the Editor: 
I deplore the Village Board's recent 

vote lo reject the Scarsdale Creche 
Committee's request to again permit the 
placing of a Christmas display in 
Boniface Circle. That action, however, 
is now behind us. 

For the future, we are guided by the 
First Amendment to the Constitution 
which calls only for the separation of 
church and state, not for the sub­
mergence of either one in the face of the 
other. I fail to understand how the gra,1t­
ing of a request to use Boniface Circle 
can be construed as an act of promoting 
the establishment of a state religion any 
more than allowing the Scarsdale Art 
Association or the Boy Scouts the use of 
Chase Park can be construed as an en­
dorsement of scouting or of a particular 
art a form, even if an artist exhibited a 
religious picture! We are also guided by 
the historical development or ·• Village 
Greens" which evolved from a commun­
ity's need for a central area for the use of 
its citizens. 

The Village Board must recognize 
that public lands are for the use of the 
public, so long as IJ}at use is benign . 
either that or the lands must be com­
pl~tely sanitized and used for nothing. I 
cai1 upon the Village Board to establish a 
uniform, consistent policy to govern the 
public use of public land on a first come, 
first served basis. 

JOHN G. CRONIN 
236 Madison Raod 

.~ 
~ 

) 
Morning or Evening You can bank on WFS 

,J ··~ -- ~ I -I • - ~ 
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_1te agree on or crec e 
The creche will be seen in downtown 

Scarsdale again this Christmas after 
all. A resolution to the controversy over 
display of the wood-carving of the N ativ­
ity was reached Monday night when the 
Scarsdale Creche Committee accepted 
an offer from Ronald Durning owner of 
the Frog Prince Proper restaurant, to 
set it up on his property, which is across 
Chase Road from Boniface Circle where 
the creche has been displayed every 
Christmas since 1957. 

At its November 10 meeting, the Vil­
lage Board had voted, !our. to three, to 

deny the Creche Committee's req1,1est to 
use Boniface Circle this year on grounds 
that public property is not the proper 
site for a religious display. 

In a statement issued after its Monday 
night meeting, the Creche Committee, 
which represents eight local churches, 
thanked "the overwhelming number of 
residents who publicly expressed their 
dismay at not being able to view the 
creche at Boniface Circle this year," 
and then went on to welcome Ronald 
Durning's offer to use his property. · 

The Committee's statement also 

, 

, , ~ 
:-:w/,fuN// 

noted that the Frog Prince property 

might not be available in the future and 
it called on the Village Board "to make 
Boniface Circle, the traditional home 
for the creche, available in the future as 
it has done for the past 24 years." 

Durning's property is up for sale, fol­
lowing the closing of the French re-

staurant on November 15 after about 
two years in operation. A spokesman for 
Durning, who was out of town, said that 
the Frog Prince closed for lack of suffi­
cient business. 

, 

• 

Second class postage paid at Scarsdale. :-1 . Y. 

The Creche Committee's acfeptance 
of Durning's offer of a substitute site for 
the creche seemed to defuse the con­
troversy, that the board's decision on 
Boniface Circle had aroused. 

This Tuesday night's meeting of the 
Village Board, the first since it bad 
voted not to per.mit the creche display. 
was peaceful, to the obvious relief of 
Mayor Jean Stone and Trustees. Mayor 
Stone announced at the beginning of the 
oral communications portion of the 
meeting that the village had received 

many letters and calls, plus seven peti-
tions bearing the names of about 700 
people objecting to the board's decision. 
However, after Patricia Curran, chair­
man of the Creche Committee, read her 
statement, only two people spoke in 
criticism of the board. 

One of these, Kevin Healey, asked 
whether, in view of the barring of the 

I . 

SCARS)~LE PUBL IC LIB~Aq 
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creche from public property, the ,·jllagE 
would allow the Town Club Carol Sing a1 
Village Hall. or the decoration of .; 
Christmas tree in Davis Park. V/hen as­
sured by the Mayor that thefc holiday 
celebrations would go on a s usual, 
Healey charged the village \\',th follo\\-
ing "a double standard." ~ 

The other speaker, Robert J. Walsh, 
responding to Mrs. Stone's expression of 
gratitude to "the various members of all 
faiths in the community" who had sup­
ported the board's policy on the crecbe, 
challenged her to specify who they were. 

Also at the meeting were several 
Scarsdale clergymen who had met last 
Friday at Hitchcock Church to discuss 
the creche issue and the feelings it has 
aroused in their congregations. 

After the meeting, Mayor Stone and 
members of the local clergy said they 
were pleased with how calmly the 
creche issue seemed to have been resol­
ved. 

Village to buy 
lot dow11tow11 

The Village Board Tuesday night au­
thorized Village Manager Lowell Tooley 
to sign an agreement for the purchase of 
a 19,200-square foot vacant lot adjacent 
... _ .......... 1" .. ntnht11,ov nrnTl&'rtv $lnti hP.twecn 

proptlrty and adding a gravel or 
blacktop surface. Tooley estimated thnt 
it could be made ready for parking by 
this spring. A direct entrance to the lot 
from the Freight way parking garage 1s 



illg ithei· pa1·ty 's 1no-
1it1.t;, co11side1·ed apai·t 
nVi, llile. 
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LlZ MILLER 
22 ,Wayside Lane 
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survey tO esta~llbll ~•~tS "1~- ~Qf6(1-aj(l, 
· multip_le dwel;

1
~fiafr.1esident of the new 

Not a single po e . dentified and yet ad­
building has beeb~~ conti~ue to clai~ 
vocates of the . c At the public 

reightway 
'Safety zone· not saJe 
To the Editor : f 

I have just stood on the corner o 
Overhill and Popham Roads, ai:id at­
tempted to cross the street. I noticed _a 
change in the overhead swinging tra~f 1c 
light Whereas it used to be that one side 
was ~ed ,vhile the other side, for some 
time was green, and so that a _ped~st_ 
tian ~rossing in a nor ti1- south direct;on 
were not in agreement as to what co or 
Ii ht the pedestrian had, there are now 
t!o flashing lights, one red, the other' 

dered as a healthy solution. 
Before anyone gives consideration to 

my idea may I a lso suggest he or she try 
crossing the street between 5 and 6 P-~ ·' 
any weekday or driving his or h~r car in 
an east-west direction at that time. 

a se~ret cons~f~~! t! the building was 
meetings, oppo d yet the proposal re­
overwhel~ng an 
fuses to die.t es commiss ione d , a c-

eting on the Freight­
interested 1·esidents 
if they wish, express 

, speak will not limit 
ira plan for devel~p­
certain tl1at nothing 
is going to be con­

erally well-founded, 

will not solve the di­
·or years. That prob­
>f vacant land in the 

~rutilized-- a blot on 
livic Club's program 
~nt of a consensus on 
rl for the maximum 

rsdale Lions Club dinner, Alex 

,ting of church and synagogue 
:ives on petition drive for a nuc­
ns • freeze, Friends Meeting 

jale Civic Club program on 
development, Scarsdale Lib-

sday, December 10 
iague of Women Voters on 
1, 22 Wayside Lane. 
1rsdale Seniors, Dyckman Hall. 
j Hoc Committee to Study 
cl Advisory Councils, Village 

lay, December 11 
--Sixth grade recreation night, 
Jh School. 
·day, December 12 
tper recycling--Area B 
--St James the Less Nursery 

lay, December 13 
,.--Scarsdale Synagogue-
3mple Sisterhood Holiday 
Ogden Rd. 
lay, December 14 
1e Club, Village Hall. 
1 of Architectural Review, \/il-

j of Education, Fox Meadow 

ay, December 15 
of Women Voters on Non­
:em, 13 Wakefield Rd. 
e Board of Trustees, Village 

tns Committee on Freight­
nent, Village Hall. 

yellow. h' · not May I suggest that that t IS IS . 

necessarily a succe~sf~l alternativ~, 
and that normal traffic signals be cons1-

If you really have time to sp~re, may I 
further suggest you try crosSing a few 
times a day, standing in the safety zone. 

I have children. They have b~en 
taught to cross the street. 1;'?1~Y !hmk 
that the words "safety z~ne . t~dicate 
that one is safe there. It JUSt isn t so. 

MARCIA KESSELMAN, 
Overhill Association Safety 

Committee 
• 

Monsignor's message . . 
To the Editor: . freedom of religious expression. It_1s un-

In the weekly IHJ.lv1 Parish Bulletin on reasonable for the Scarsdale V1llag~ 
Sunday, November 22, our pastor, Mon- Board to eliminate a 23-year old trad1-
s ignor Edward Connors , wrote t.~e t · n ithout offering better reasons for 
below quoted editorial. W~ feel this t~eir~ecision than the unwillingness of 

Th e trus e . d $30 000 for the report of 
cepted, ~~ pai ts" 'in spite of the warn­
a team of exper . that these puta­
ing, a t the JUI!~ hear~~wn advocates of 
tive " experts were ultants' cannot 
development. tThh~e~~ of the proposed 
even agree on e 

structure . " ,, contained in the re-
The only data f traffic counts from 

port are _two pages o inaccurate that the 
1979 which are i:;o The consul­
numbers do not ev~n add uhp. port) that 

•t ( trary to t e re 
tants adm1 con t ll building a t 
h tion of one a 

t e erec . the entire zon-Freightway will expose . urts 
. structure to challenge in the co , 
~~~ that it is impossible to_~es:~!ih!~~ 
for pr~sent Scarsdale rels1 !i liabilities 
incurrmg some of the eg . 

uliar to subsidized housing. 
pecThe trustees support the Polera prop-

statement is well wor~ reading. the Creche Committee to accept an un-
" Over the past six years I have satisfactory alternate plan. . • • 

worked closely with Bnd supported the We need to express our convictions 1D Fun is most im1 
Creche Committee of some of our local a civil and charitable way. It would be 
churches. I a~ convinced tha! ~he real unfortunate if we allowed the image of i r . 
issue at stake is fr~o!ll of r~l1g1ous ex- the Prince of Peace to blind us to ~he ToT~e zi:e; Ridge Athletic Program 
pression in a plur~st-ic society. fThere . requirements of the gospel that Y'e live d e haps the Scarsdale Athlet ic 
are many substantial examples° C~P-. in peace and understanding with our ~ per f boys- and girls in seventh 
eration between: church and state •~- n i hbors " osi:am or - ·ust taken a mas-
eluding religious displays ~n publ1d eir is certainly not too late for the Vil- ~d eighth gr~ hr i'he decision has 
property that are legally sanctioned an lage Board at its coming December s1ve step bac li~t th basketball teams 
upheld by our courts. . ·ts b d and unpopu- been n1ade to sp e . 

It is arbitrary and totalitarian for an meetm~ !0 reverse 1 8 into A and B groups by ability. T~s , to 
agency of government to tE.J priy~te lar decision. E.F. KEATING me, undermines the very found_a~1on of 
citizens in detail how they must exercise 21 Tinsdale Road the entire program. The part1_c1pants 

Thanks to the volunteers 
· choose to come out and vract1ce and 

play . They play for fu..11, and if they _win, 
fine; if they lose, we hope they profit by 
their mistakes. To the Editor: 

Thanks to the many volunteers who 
did a wonderful job helping with the 
positive health profile for our fourth cllld 
fifth graders involved in the Know Your • ~ 
Body health education program. The 
school nurses in each of the elementary 
schools were instrumental in getting the 
team together. Where there was a shor­
tage the Scarsdale Volunteer Ambu­
lan~ Corps, under the direction of Les­
lie Weiskopf, helped fill in the gaps. 

Again, thanks to : Mrs . Richard 
Adelaar, Mrs. Gary Miller, Mrs. Gary 
Pokoilt, Mrs. Ernst Smith, Mrs. Richard 

Frodsham, Mrs. Harold Rubin, Mrs. 
.William Blumstein, Mrs. John Lynch, 
Mrs. Robert Vermes, Mrs. Anthony 
Gasson, Mrs. Gregory DeSousa, Mrs. 
Neri Merlini, Mrs. Howard Weisberg, 
Mrs. Walter Delph,'Mrs. Andrew Dave, 
Mrs. Michael Stern, Mrs. Barry Men­
delson, Mrs. Yotaka Kikkawa, Mrs. 
James Boyle, Mrs. Richard Smith, Mrs. 
Michael Gindick, Mrs. Louis Rubins, 
Mrs. Arthur Unger, Mrs. Robert Tim. 
berger, Mrs. Frank Cicero, Mrs. Robert 
Paley and Mrs. John Whelan. 

• 
PEG KULICK 

Nurse-Teacher 

Religious freedom 
To the Editor : 

In our zeal for freed om of religious 
expression let us beware of the Hari 
Krishnas, Moonies and the late Jones 
Town cults who would also use public 
land to exercise and advocate their right 
to " religious freedom." 

Religion and its symbols are personal 
pursuits and the use of public land to 
display these symbols is inherently 
dangerous and may have a reverse ef -
f ect in its desire to promote the idea of 
peace (a theory expounded by many let­
ter writers inf avor of the creche on pub-

• 

lie land) . 
Our ancestors did come to these 

shores to escape religious persecution 
and sought freedom to practice their 
own religion without persecution. Our 
country has lived up to their expecta­
tions. Houses of worship, group meeting 
halls and one's -borne are appropriate 
and practical places to worship one's re­
ligion and for the setting up of symbols 
denoting one's faith. Public landJor this 
purpose, if it offends but one, is not. 

LINDA SPITZER 
5 Coralyn Road 

I have coached, or helped coach a 
girl's basketball team for the past three 
years. Unlike most other coaches, I have 
played all my girls an equal amount of 
time because learning the game cor­
rectly is, to me, more important than 
winning. Consequently, we have ha d a p-

Having feri wit 
To the Editor: 

Last week's two pictures of Eric New­
land's ' 'Fashion Fantasy'' were riot 
quite as piquant as their caption, which 
(in part, - and with emphasis added) 
read as follows: 
" . . .. . fashions were set off by video 
effects, smoke pots, pop and rock 
music and exotic dances created 
and performed by Newland him-
self. (His theme: HA VE F UN IN 
CLOTHING." 

While this admonititon is propriety 
itself, there may be some who, recal­
ling the exhilaration of ' 'skinny­
dipping" and other unencumbered di­
versions, are prone to dismiss fashion 's 
dictates as being too staid, possibly 
biased and possessed of a hollow ring. 

The vision of exotic dancers gently 



on A and B 
ally dividing tearns. 

several hours equ , ainst each 
The teams. theneedp~cr;:e~ balancing 
other and, if n ' n is· 1) 
is done. The object of the !~;~lay.the 
Learn more about the gam , 
game; 3) Have fun ! Scarsdale I ques-

When we moved to told "It has al· 
tioned A and B and was tit is tirne 

ays been this way.'' I sugges l2-
wfor chnnr:re. Do not subject 10, 11, 

a --o d B Let them learn, year-olds to A an · dded 
play and have fun without the ~ .. 
ressure of "Am I OD the A tearn. 

P When the children walk through the 
doors of the high school ~d ti!: rifs 
reads "Freshman tryouts, . 
time for a trained coach to select his, or 
her A team. d 1· s 

1 'suggest all fellow Scars. a ian , 
write to me c/o Scarsdale Inqwrer, Box 

418 P . A.and B Yes D 
AandBNo CJ 

Maybe we can change what was. 
BARRY PERETZ 
52 Carthage Road 

r 
Yes safety along the Hutchinson 

River 'Parkway can be improved. The 
huge expenditure of money involved, 
which probably will necessitate t~e 
opening the road to truck traffic, will 
probably not buy more safety, but in­
stead will buy more traffic and therefore 
less safety. 

Modern median barriers, adequate 
shoulders, adequate acceleration and 
deceleration lanes, better signing, bet­
ter lighting and flood control measures 
can make the "Hutch" safter and more 
useable at much lower cost. 

BERNARD L. ALBERT, M.D. 
ff/ Turnstall Road 

r tax 
.ast election. It would have been readily 
~vident after public discussion th'atsuch 
a tax would cause great hardship to the 
~rospective home owner as well as the 
~roperty owner. 

It is ironic that our County Executive 
recommends an onerous tax that will ac­
tually deter relocation firms from mov­
ing here. 

I respectfully urge you to withdraw 
vour two percent re~l property · tax 
~ropo_sal an~ sc~eudle hearings that will 
l)erm1t public d1Scussion. 

• 
ROBERT T. HENCKEL 

Vice President 
Raymond R. Beatty Inc. 

Scouts -

~~~~s!papHatisllt Cf hurch for reserving 
or our use at a t· when we were in need 1me 

We also thank the ·scarsdal 
chants and the . e mer­
mc.A .. ,._~ .. _ _per-sonal fr1enitc, ... 1. . 
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C rec e ' Donovan-No, I 
on street corners soliciting f • J•C~dn 't intervene.. I 
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Editor· toned I spread good will? unds ~ , wouldn't send an American 
To 

th
e · reche isSue was 

8 
The statue of Father Duff wo0! r anywhere to stop a Before the c tes taken Tuesday Y . 1die d 

observed the vo
1 

and heard the com- nently displayed. on public Pr Ptorn1• so ul1 t un}ess we are ~ea y 
November 10, 198 h individual vote by Times Square s1gnif ying out°Perty in b ~ht and win a war if one 

ri to eac good will towards his fellow A st~ndin W fi&-
1
~
0
. ps because of us 

men~
0

~ n,istees and other com-! Should the use of the Holy Bibr~ricans~ I ~;~ there. 
::nts rnade since.that timressie. on "Sep- buildings to swear in electe~in~ublic ..,.., ~- z . , . -~ • 

The legal souncfingnd~tate" bas no and witnesses in a court of law ~f~1cia18 r;f., , /' , ~ . ~ f 
• of Church a It tinued? What about the so11·c1•t d~con. . ~,. · t arat1~n . al a1· idity whatsoever. h 1 atio ~4 

Constitution v red herring very sue- funds in sc oo s and on public n Of _,., , 
bee used as i for many worthwhile causesft0Perty 

has n ially to outlaw prayer 
O 

tlais practice be discontinue<)?· ShoUld cessfully, espec led e of Allegiance 
the sc~ools, tbhe k~ ingfavor of social If the proportion of the eth~ic . 
and history oo prominent divi- the United States as a whole univeltltx in 
studies among the more wounded practiced to promote the commontsaJly 
sive issues that have mortally let like our forefathers, the Pilgrims g~ " 
the fabric of the American~- y. would the significance be if this ~w•~t 

Articlelofthe179LBillofRig~tsspe~s outlawed? Where then is the app;a.1 

i 
l 

1 

out in 40 simple words the six b~sic riate location, and what should orsho: 
rights that were enacted. Religiius not be displayed? · 
rights are listed one and two more m- h d 
portant than rights three and right four, The mere ants an Town Club s~11-
freedom of speech and freedom, of the sor many of the activities held in our 
press. All four of these rights are ~o-no~. town and they have an important stake 
The six specific rights enacted listed-in in the neighborly relations with the 
order are as follows: whole community. Since the crechedis, 

1. Congress shall make no la~ . re- playsymbolizespeaceonearthandgooi 
specting an establishment of rel1g1on. will toward men, our residents have a 
2 Prohibit the free exercise thereof. right to know what these organizatilllS s: Abridge free speech. 4. Abridge free position is regarding the issues ~. 
press. s. Right peaceably to assemble. volved. What about future Christmas 
6. Petition government for redress of decorations in this town? 
grievances. The residents should also be eo• 

The Creche Committee has not re- lightened as to whether or not our ~lie 
quested Congress to pass a law estab- schools are to continue to close m the 
lishing a religion as is prohibited in future on Yom Kippur and other religi• 
Right #1. Since the Board of Trustees ous High Holy Days since the rights ~ 
has voted to restrict the free exercise of the other students attending the public 
Right #2 of the Creche Committee, the schools should likewise be respec~to 
Committee has under Right #6 avertdivisivenessinfutureyears.Sinee 
petitiqned the board for a redress of this is the third incident~ Scarsd~re-
their grievances claiming that they are stricting the free exercise th~reo 
entitled since they have peaceably as- Right # 2 should this also be of vital coo-
sembled for 23 years under Right #5 and cern to these organizations too? . 
under Right #2 the Board cannot re- · . . •t· 

5 
regardlD 

strict the free exercise thereof. I too have sensitivi ie ced after 
Where is an appropriate location for a many issues that have surf a life on the 

symbol to be placed? Where should the having put three years of my try defend-
wearing of the Roman collar or the yar- line in the service of my co; have ~ 
mulke be permitted? Where should the ing the rights of others .. •e:tbat~ 
·Star of David and the Cross be dis- verely criticized th~ atrocit\ries, refet• 
played? Should symbols or emblems be committed in foreign coun ytbical jt()J 
r~stricted from being placed on doors or ring to the lifting ~f ~~e ~eats~ 
~1ndows? What about the yearly light- curtain, yet our pr1o~ities e are pla ~ 
mg of a Christmas tree on the White low ebb that in reality w d wiJ!d0 

H0U;88 lawn, a public yearly lighting of a iron curtains on our ~oorsa~ prope~Y. 
ChrJStmas tree on the now to protect our live~ 

Where is an appropriate locati~n for a What a sad state of affairs~ties iJJ' 
sym~l to be placed? Where should the Since many other ~omrogetberd :,,~ 
weanng of the Roman collar or the yar- United States practic; man an we~• 
~ulke be pe~mitted? Where should the will toward their fello deacb 0...,~,ie 

ar of? David and the Cross be d1·s- 11 t 1 ance towar gclll":: d· 
play~d. Should symbols or emblems be exce ent o er then i.S . d it.. 
r~str1cted from being placed d religious beliefs, whptY.005 wbo ~; bV 
windows? Wh t bo on oors or one of the few ~xce 1e witb t dets 
in f · . a a ut the yearly light- f ensive and d1sagre the fooP 
Hg 

O 
a ChrJStmas tree on the Wh ·t Right /2 established by ~V~J 

ai~~ t~:~~~:~:!ic building? W~a~ the Bill of Rights? f .E·. ~ ~f~ 
Claus with their bells Ardmky and _Sa~ta 92 ar1t W: . an ettles ringing 1 ? 

hy so much co11,troversY• 'II 
. co~ 

To the Editor: . unfail~g r.P!J~ 
As Americans ·we our own rights 1n our iff er w1tb <P'»~ c 

~~:1:.~n so much ~~!-~k why has ation of those who d .. hir.bone.~·ili 
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Deroma1 
BY IRVING J. SLOAN 

• 

The mobilization of the Swis 
· ernment to exclude Jews from 19 

is clearly documented in a boo 
lished in this country in transla 
1~9. This study, by Alfred A. H 
titled "The.Lifeboat Is Full : Swit2 
and the Refugees, 1933-1945," ~ 
!llention,ed or acknowledged in ~ 
~terview published in The Nev 
Tbnf es giiren by the director of tt 
~ the same name. While he says 
111terview that his film is base f ew~~aper article of 1942, he rr 

~ 8
8~ar with this singular stud) 

, WISs' treatment or tli~ !Ji~s'h' r~I 
. r·i,,~ /,l'be ef(ort to,exr-lutte j i ~i~\J.lijJ 

l>e'1an h ' '-f i'1 .'..~ .~"1 .,. in "' w en Switze,rla~ categoi 
u:~ed in 1938 that the' passpc 
lea~· an J ews be distinctively m, 
Ce. ~ng to the "J " stamp stigm, 

. Iran ~e~s at every door of er 
t \>ia an international conferer 
Whe n, France, in the summer o: 
sent!e._a large, worldwide forum : 
how 1:1~ 32 na~~ons'was called to co1 
fuge O deal with the plight of Jew; 
ti.ch n fron1 Nazi Ger1nany, Dr. 

; Svvis 0 thrnund, a former chief , 
thre! F'e~eral Police, spoke 'a~1 

S,,.t. ten1ng refugee " inundat10 
YV 1zer1 · · tion and after the German oc 
'l'hof Austria . 

ait-earee or four thousand refugee 
tel>o ~'Y crossed the frontier, Roth 
taice~ ed. In their flight, these Je,~ 
l'eelll .advantage of a German.$\\lt 
•for ei~t a?olishing visa requirer 
~v~ ~:.r ~1de. Later, theNWO.S3n 
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;he crec~e w_as s~t up in its ~ew location in front of the Fro 
.he frame while his son, David, assists. 9 Prince Proper last week. Above, Chris 
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Creche put back in circle 
The creche was back in its tradition~! spot in Boniface Circle 
for a fevJ hours, early Tuesday morning after persons unknown 
carried the heavy wood-carved Nativity scene from the site of 
the former Frog Prince Proper restaurant, where it had been 
placed this year after the Village Board, for the first time, 
barred the religious display from public property. Looking at 
the. minor damage suffered in the unauthorized move is Pat· 

• 

• 

• 

ricia Curran, chairman of the Scarsdale Creche Committee. 
' 

Rather than putting it back on the private property, made 
available for the creche by Ronald Durning, and running the 
risk that it would be moved again, the Creche Committee 
promptly dismantled the creche and put it away until next year. 

Suzanne Sheehy photo. 
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to prevenl Search for Change rrom opening a group home 
here. 

Heritage Plaza (Contfnutd fro,n P(JJJt 1) 

mis:si\ 'e ltglslltlon, which would eneble 
bul not require lhe etttbll.thment or 
llerilagc P1•u, the pl•n will then face 
the teit of public s.cnliment. According 
to the!: M~·or, a hearing wW be held to 
see if the p]a.n ha.s the publk 1c::cepu.noe 
that .. would make it viable." 

Theft, lf the TrUSlfft feel lhll there is 
public acceptance of the idea, It wlU be 
up to the Scandale Fou.ndaUon, the 
non-profit pubhc ten1ice organization 
that would 0\','11 and administer the use or 
lft:ritage Plaui, to dtcidt if it is wUUng 
to play that role. 

carol Stix, p,..;.s.n, ol the Sundale 
Fomdalior,, uid that if I.be plan "ap­
J>eart ~o bt a satisfactory solution to a 
t'Ommunity problem, l think the trustees 
(o/thefoundation) will go along with It.'' 

In ad\·ocaticig the measure, Mn. 
St.one acknowledged tbat it ia not "per. 
feet or without tome problems." But, 
she adckd, it b ••• comtructlve, positive 
llnd forwatd,UllNiing proposal,'' eape. 
c1ally CIIMldtring lhe altematfve, wluclll 
$he be$eves is conlinul.Qg oontroveny 
t-ACh year when lhe Vdlage Board either 
approv« or turn.t down the Creche 
Commjttee · • •pplic•t.ion to UN Bonilace 
Cittle. 

With the Scand•le f'oundallon or 
aoother auch organlution boldin, the U. 
Ile, not ooly would the cnthe ........ 
be on public land, but the decbAon on 
which P11lrloOc or rellJlo1&1 di1pl•y1 
t;Ol.dd be put on the property would be UM 
ruponAbillty ol the organizaUon, not 
the Co\'tl'llme,nt. 

Patrlda Curran, ch•Jrman ot the 
Cr«he Commftte,e, cal&ed the plan "• 
\ 'ery agree&ble ~lution .. •nd tht said 
that ahe hN not heard 1ny adven,e reac­
t.On rrom the fflllf'Chel which are l'el)­
resente(I on the committee. Mrt. CU.rr1n 
pointed out that Heritage Plau "is not 
Jllit for the dlspl,iyot lhecreche. H'• ror 
a Jot or ocher display, .. wdJ. J think 
that' s a pll.ll " 

Crit icl.Jm olUK! plan WN voiced at thb 
wt-ek' a Vlllaae Board meeting by 
Lc<inard Rubi.n ol Scandale, 1n 1Uor-

ney and• director of the New York Civil 
Liberties Union. Rubin 1utd too vill•ie 
several years ago, cootendin& that dis· 
play of the crec:he on public la.lkl is u.n­
conalitulional. The-case was d.lam.b.sed 
when the court Nied that it had bet:n 
fi.Jed ln the wrong court. 

Rubin told the board this week tha t " It 
is not the part ol g()\'ernment to provide 
land (or reUglons to practice their re.Hg. 
ion on. That's prtcise.ly what you're try. 
ing to do, trying to &Ude around (the 
First Amendment) by aome kind of 
compt0miu." 

AJlhou.gh in describing the Heritage 
Pl.au plan Tuesday night-, Mn, Stont 
did not mention the creche, when uked 
by Rubin whether the idea "'"'OUfd have 
been raised if It htid not been for the 
creche, ahe ukl, •Ln»e crec:he ii ttr• 
laiAly part°' it." "We' re trying to find 
an acceptable compromise to • com­
munity proWe.m," she added. 

Tnlllee William Glendon, aJso an l.t• 
torney~dlapuCed .Rubkl'tconteridonUiat 
lhe First Amendmen1 prohibition of the 
atablW\ment of religion makes lhe use 
ol public land tor ttligious dis:play un• 
conslituUonlJ. "TradJUonalJy park$ 
have been used tor religious purposes 
for two or three centurits." Glendon .. __ 

Rubtn told the board that the CiviJ 
Llbffllto Union is alr .. dy-"11 the 
It.Ille Jec;lllaUon to permit lhem-atfon of 
Herltace Ptar.a. To this, Mn. Slone, 
aaJd, "I'm a meraber ot tht CMI Uber-. 
ties Union Md u.e, rw:ws to rM ... 

11 Heri~ Plau i8 cl'MU!d, it wil be 
In the part ol Chue Rood Park aJoo, aw.._ ... ,_tother.._~ 
Prince Proper ,-r,u,ant. Althoufh the 
creche had ttad.JUon.a.Uy been displayed 
in BontftN: Circle, that proptrty has a 
clciecl ,-:triclion calU111 for it to be re­
turn«,d to ht J)N"Viout ownerihfp. the 
Scuwdlle lmpro\~ment Corporation, it 
Jta: UM Ml cha.n,ged. Since this restriction 
oould ere.ale an adl;UUonll legal compll. 
C•lion, Chase Road Park WU selected 
u a more praet.ieal aJte. 
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1d all of you 
usdestruc­
s Courts lo 
Hty for Ille 
ommunit), 
, known by 
ge RecrPa 
II V~Jace 

, l..- ... _ • 

cn,ould u.; . •"'·" . ttuB(i(>lt, ror lllC 1 1 ....,. 

compo,1.1od.s the s he eomsnlu ce now 
tees-: aPd the htr: by indirection whal 
prOPOSC to ac directly prlmnril)' ror 
1hlly c•"tt'!/:ne ttligt0'us ~ up h'I the 
l~U bendl ---lily ltisnosolut.onatall, 
vi ,ge. n •~ · A.-.1.5 which 
for il Is born ol the slHl1~ ~k>n . the 
now pr"fft1m1ibly catl!IC' (l~!'llr1l blic 
diJl)II)' o( n-li.glom 11,ymbc>l.1 ()'I' p,I 

'T."~oard ot Tru!Jten m3de I h(' 
proper dt-caM()l'I when ti df'med the IIJ) 
phcaoon of tht COrninillN" lv ct<'<'t t~ 
c~ on 8omface Circle last wmtcr. 
Rel~ious symbols should rem t in o;n re• 
fi8ious pro~rty. Therefore there ii no 
reason f M the com mluee to return again 
and again ror permission to use public 
lands. I cannot in Jood co11sclence sup­
Port a measure whtch maybe repugnanl 
to lhe religious pr inciples o! other st&· 
ments in our community. 

A$ for " Mlional displiiys," there is no­
thing whkh prevents U'IC use or Chase 
Road Park or Boniface Circle ror such 

purposes d' J fJnd a peculiar lack of understan uig 
of whal America is all about when 1t lS 
inferred that our nation and any particu-

We should nu rt.mt,11~\'it•,.i, 
of \,11' cnrrics the rieliglon '"'~!till:r. 
re.nllJ ~ down to ua. tl '""l'I .._, 
o( olhe.r f a1ths. we w<K.lld In ~l ~ ~ 
carry u,ath1ithtoourgravt:1 I~~~ 
is more \IUHI one way in WQJ:::•Qot.s 
out aur 9t-p3rotc religloll! bet·' to~ 
dent fro,n the rich dive,81~1'~ 
hW5CS of worship in our torn )' 1.lf t'-, 
is the very ~scnce or tht Ptrnu~l) It 
separt.1tio11 of church and Ila~~" 
religion not be allowed to1nfrin ,-., 
righta and senslbltlt.J4:3 of ~°"*U. 

M to Chase Road Park. I · 
the Trustees carefully t~~ 
tu multuous history of that ~ i-. 
dtcade-and-a-halfaRo.atthelnata J • .1, 
of thethe.n Village Trustets,artsct.._._ 
wat pre!:cnted to and l)a.SS(ld by lilt~ 
Legislature to the cfrecl tbu ~ 
rorever park land. The rtsolut1o11 "" 
adopll-d ror the very pu.sposeofi • ­
ing the Trustu$ from the pr~ 
which they now lee!. The pan~ 
remain as it is and inviolate ..... or 111, we also consider a parking Jot. 

CHARLES CIJNNINGHAJi 

2 Ouy °"" 

f 
d 
; 
I 
1 
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Against Heritage Plaza 
Th, j()//owi11g /titer lo /Jo, Mayor is 

pub/Wwl al lilt wrilet's rtQUt,$/, 

Oear Mayor Slone: 
I wish toexpressmydispleasure allhe 

propose<! Herkage Plaza 10 be carved 
oul of Chase Road Park. J find ii unac­
ceptable that the village government is 
directly involved in the proposed re­
d11tribuuon of po.bile lands for private 
purposes - svecmcally, lu this 111· 
stance, religious purposes violating the 

Constituoonal principle or ehutth MIi 
stale . 

While 1 recognize your interest iltz.,­
ing 10 solve. once and for all, Ille am 
creche crisis, this is not the_...,. 
t~n , 

Creating a tr adition or mo,·111& Uit 
tteehe each year from church tochri 
within Scarsdale would be a more 11' 
propriatesolulion : one that wouldad!U 
a ~nse or co,nmumty participat1oa lll 
lhe Christmas season. •at 

MARILYNNE HERilB 
88 Walworth A,..,,. 

Anti-Bottle Bill position 
To lhe Ed ,tor: 

Residents were not well served on 
May l8when U,. ' •••• .. lloanl~ 

~,~ I ~ 

1111' 1 c cunyellienl to consumt~1 and-; 
result, w,u attract the majorityol If 
beverage containers. Absent 1,e,er 
containers, the privately.owned-'1,: 
~be recycling centers are not I 
0 suceess(ul -
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'No solutio,i at all' 
To lht Echtor 

Thea.uggc51t0nor a Her11age Pt.au for 
·nauooal and ttl1gious dbpll)'S" is an 

aJl.too-eaty auc.mJ)l to aolve a perceived 
"community problem·• which is, or 
lhould be, DOn-e><istent. If anything, It 
compounds tht s1tuatJon. ror the Trus 
tees a.ad the Creitbe Committee now 
propose to achJcve by ind1rectton what 
they..- do directly. primarily for 
the bene!tt or ooe religious g,oup in tho 
v1Dap. lnruhly, 11 is nolOIUUOn al alJ, 
for k Is born of !he 11me seeds which 
now pr,sumably cause dissensiOn · u,, 
chlplO)' of ttligioul symbols on public 
propeny. 

Tht Board or Trullee1 m•de the 
l1"0l)et df'CLS1on when it denied the ap 
phcatlOtl of tho Comm1u .. 10 ......, • 
ttoche on Boniface Circle iasl w,nter. 
ReUgaous aymbols should remain on re,. 
i.,... property. Thenlore lliere is no 
reason for lhe committee to return again 
and ogain for permiss1ot1 to use public 
land,. I ClrulOt in Sood cunsc1~1ce sup 
port a l'l'leaaure \\1u<·h may be repuanant 
w lhe religioua pruiciple1 ol other seg. 
mentt in our commu.ntty. 

As for ·'utlOOII dJsplays." ~re"' oo­
lh1ng which pre,ents 11,e use or Chase 
Rold Patt or Bond..,. C.n,i., for such -I find a peculiar laclt of undustandu,I 
ol whit Amerlea is all about when 11 11 
inferred lhalournatJon and any partacu. 

far rehgaon or churt-h atce tff't\ 
l,nlcoo. hand 1ft hand 11111 i, flt "'•Iii) 
the 11tuat1on w~•ch the (O\fnd1~~~ 
aou1ht to a void . We 14tre, ho.""' 
rounded as a rchg1ous nahon •tth •lib 
Itel ID lht ethical pr1nc:1pl,s "Ndt -
alJy all religions share in comll>Oll 

Weshoold allrememberlllal-• 
of ua c•n-ie$ the rellgio,, which.., po 
rents passed down 10 "' Had 1htJ boa 
ol other flilhs,...., "ould u,aJj ·~ 
carry that r al th to our groves. Tha1 lhN, 
ls more than one way in •~'D eo CIDJ' 
out our separate relll(ious bd1eis Is"" 
dent from the rich d1,·tr1,tt) ti tit 
houses ot worship in our commullil.)' II 
is the very eSSt,nce of the pnnc,pl, " 
separa11on or church and sta1ellllt• 
religion oot be allowed to tnfruigeoau. 
rights and seos1bil111es o( otherJ 

As to U>a3e Road Park, I sugge,tlill 
the Trustees carelully u1m1o< Iii 
tumultuous history ot tbal """""7 A 
dec,od('-and-u-hall ago. at the""'"'°" 
or the then Village Tnl$tttS, .,......,... 

"'"' ptt'e!>ledtoand pu<ed bytlleSIJII I 
Leg1slo1ur" h> the efftcl that ii~ 
lore,., pari< land 'l'lle tt<Oillliocl . .. 
lldo1lled for th• ,ery puspok of,--:. 
ing the ~u,te,s from lllt prdS ~ 
which they ™"' f•d The 1iart: ,.., 
renu,in us it as and ln\1olate • 
"• also oonsldtr a parking Jot. , d.'11 

CHARI.ES CUNNING l)rl•• 
2()brY 

Against Heritage Plaza 
~-~~:!!:!_,In-lo llw May.,, as Conotrtut-.i .,..,nclpl• of chur<h ,ti '--~-~ _,- ..__ .....:,_...:._ __ ~., 
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A111cr1..:an vr nu:-.:.i .. 11" ., .. v ....... ..... • ... ·-

li\'e ,,;uh thl" threat of nucl~ar weapons 
aimed al his ~ounlry and h lS home. 

Now is the time we must all act. It t_hc 
nations of this world are allowed to build 
Ute nt,, sumer&t um of nuclear "'.c~~-ns 
(that are designed to fight and . wm • 
nuclear" ar). a nuclear holocausc wou!d 
be a ll bul inevita ble. As was stated m 
Deuteronomy thousands or years ago· 

;:;;r~~;(h: ~ ·ilitary and towards th 
rullillmcnt o( bnsic human needs. OvE 
500 000 pl-Opie are e ,p-,c tcd lo alien 
and it will be perhaps. the largest rail 
In Amcnc.•a,1 history . . 

1 urge all readers to rally o n June l2U 
to protest and survive. RD AR U' 

R ICHA . 
15 Paddington Ro, 

flre 
led 
:e's 

_ f nsensitivity charged 

11 10 
non 
also 

8IIV8 ,., 
'""" 
omp­
:hool. 

I . Vil-

Tiu followmg let~r to the A1ayor ,s 
pub/is/Jed her, at the wnt,r's request 

Dear Mayor Stone: 
It IS unfortunate that you appear lo be 

tn.sensiLJ\re to the constitutional issue in• 
herenl m the ma• te r or displaying the 
creche or any other religious artifact. 
on publ,c property . The ,·ecent proposal 
to t ransrer public property to the 
Scarsdale Foundation, which would 
theo permit the Cr eche Committee to 
ul1hze the land for their display, repre­
sents nothing more than an outrageous 
effort to cu-cumvent the provisions of 
the Conslltutlon. That Village Trustee, 
attorney William Glendon, cites the use 
or public parks ror such displays is a 
p1t1luJ respon.~ lo U>e position taken by 
attorney Leonard Rub,n and the ACLU. 
" Tradition" and law should not be con­
fused. 
, The fren1.1ed insistance upon display. 
mg the creche on public property by 
some n1em~rs of the community lb a 
regreuabte confrontation lhat ii\ a1 
best. misguided fhere Is, in fact: no 

Race reminder 
To the Editor· - . 

place for the display or r eligious ar­
tilacts or whatever faith, on public 
property Adequate locations have beer 
offered the Creche Committee by "sev 
eral churches and that is wher e the dis­
play belongs . 

Neither you, Mayor Stone, nor othe 
members of the Village Board, shoulc 
reel a need to molllry a group of indi 
viduals whose disr egard for the right 
and sensitivities or others is cloaked i> 
seemingly admirable religious convic 
lions. It is lime to call a spade a spade 
Whnt is wrong doesn't become right be 
cause 1t IS carried out in lhe name o 
religion. 

11le wLse men who framed the Con 
stitulionorThc United Slates recognize< 
that true rehg,ous freedom, rnc ludinf 
the r ight not to embrace any religion 
could ex1St only by preser\'ing the sep 
aralion of church and state. This lessor 
should not be lightly regarded, even bi 
the people or a s mall ,·illage ir 
Westchester 

HOWARD GOLDIN, M.D 
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LETTERS· 
'Ill-conceived pl.an, Loe 
Tl> the F.dic«-: 

'ftle road to hell is paved •ilh eooct 
tlUQl.ioni. Chu Ult best ot lt1tfftOom, 
ttUI the ViUa.g~ Boat<l't proposal to 
caJ"\'eOUl. ftlche(Or. creche from pub.. 
Ilic putl&od after first lr&n1fffl'illl UUt 
to• Pffl'lte f~Lion ii flO d«OUt from 
u Ufthea\'f:nly fate. Slellbt ol the baod 
ltpl hocl4 pocu, Is more tPl)Nprlate 
tor· m.a,SctaDa: than it It: £or f"elPON(ble 
l't'pre,tDlM.h•es 1:1 JQ\'effl.Mere, 

Of coune the Village Tn.iateel waol kl 
ddfllN ao nplo&lve isaw which tear. 
the commlmit)' asutdlr wbffl befON Che 
Ctlrtstmas season U1e IOcal Ct-.cbe 
Com.mitttt rtq~ authoriutloft to 
~1 OIi public Pf0Ptt1Y • print• nr 
Ugi0ui btUd. A CN!Che is, al'ttr .U, DO 
mere hOlidly IOOl'"ftl'Dffll. It It I hQily day 
l)'rnbol for ldorllJoa ol • part.ial&ar re­
u,,,.., '"'"'· Dlspt,yot .... .,.,_ ... 
a.ad La lfltended to blve the etfett Ol 
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bers ot the~- Go\'ffllme.nt 
can and ~>' abould and of\.M don 
reaeb o~~ tht wall fltPl,ratlnc dlurdl 
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p&et, ~Vernrllfflt~ publ'c biatnc. 
011CbriltMM day, Cho bolillll dly Of the 
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By DAVID KIRKWOOD 

The Heritage Plaza solution to the an­
nual Scarsdale Creche controversy fell 
through last week, before it was ever put 
to the test of local opinion. 

Assemblyman Gordon Burrows' of- 1 

fice notified Mayor Jean Stone, the mov­
ing force behind the plan, that because 
of opposition from the Civil Liberties 
Union and other unspecified sources, the 
required home rule legislation was 
likely to be defeated in the Assembly and 
that, even if it did pass, there would be 
much debate and controversy and the 
bill would face the likelihood of a chal­
lenge in the courts. 

Given that prognosis for the bill , 
whlcl1 the Village Board voted on May 25 
to ask the State Legislature to enact 

- ' 
Mayor Stone told Burrows' office not to 
push to have it introduced on the floor of 
the Assembly. 

According to Cecile Singer, Burrows' 
chief of staff, Kenneth Shapiro, co~el 
to the Rules Committee, which 'had , 
power over whether the Scarsdale bill 
went to the floor of the Assembly said 
that he had received ''a lot of opposi­
tion' ' to the bill and predicted that if it 
went to the full Assembly, ''there would 
be a holy war on the floor ." 

On hearing this, Mayor Stone advised 
Burrows' office to let the bill die. l\irs. 
Stone explained : 

vs clearly how closely 
t is dependent on the 
t, the birthrate and the 
n attributes last year's 
1e to all of these fac­
ut that ' ' the current 
llrn and high interest 
~ extent and types of 
re to Scarsdale." There 
le moving in and out of 
ast year; house owner­
·opped from 279 in 1979 
o, 10 years ago families 
·sdale usually had more 
1milies moving out, re-

"I felt the attendant publicity would 
pu~ Scars~ale on the front pages again. 
This was Just the sort of thing the bill 
was supposed to avoid. It was supposed 
to sol~e the controversy, not create it." 

Saying that she was disapP9inted, the 
Mayo~ added, " I thought this might be a 
solution the Village Board and the 
Creche Com:111ittoo could agree on. But it 
became ~bv1ous that it just wasn't going . 
to fly this year." 

The thru~t of the home rule bill would 
have been to permit Scarsdale to convey 
part of Chase Road Park to the 
Scarsdale Foundation. The piece of 
land, to be known as Heritage Plaza 
wo~l~ have been set aside for seasonai 
rel1g1ous and patriotic displays notably 
the creche. ' 

w • 

organizations and to individua l resi-
dents . 

(Continued on />age 13) 

aza 

Until last Christmas, the Scarsdale 
Creche Committee, which represents 
several local churches, had displayed 
the wood-carved Nativity scene in 
Bon if ace Circle every year. However, in 
recent years there had been increasing 
opposition on the Village Board to the 
use of public property for a religious 
display. Even those voting to grant a 
permit had urged the Creche Committee 
to find a non-public site. Last year, when 
the committee again came to the board, 
four of the seven Trustees voted to deny 

• • perm1ss1on. 
The unprece~ented decision roused 

anger and bitterness among many re­
sidents who want the creche displayed in 
Boniface Circle. The issue proved a divi­
sive nne and it also attracted wide­
spread attention outside Scarsdale when 
at least one of the New York City daily 
newspapers reported and editorialized 
on the question. 

Ever since casting the final and decid­
ing vote against letting public land be 
used for the display of the creche, Mrs. 
Ston~ has been seeking a compromise 
solution that would satisfy both those 
who ~a_nt the traditional display to be 
placed 1n the center of the village and 
t~ose who believe that such a display on 
village owned property constitutes a vio­
l~tion of the First Amendment prohibi­
tion of government establishment of re­
ligion. 

The Heritage Plaza plan would have 
t~rned over to private ownership a small 
piece of Chase Road Park where the 

, creche could be set up. This plan had the 
approval of the Creche Committee 
which had rejected other alternative~ 
sites, including church lawns as not 
being central enough. ' 

Ho~ever, ever since the Village Board 
unanimously passed the request for the 
necessary home rule legislation, the 
plan had come under attack. Civil liber­
t<;lrians felt that turning over title to the 
site was a legal dodge that did not avoid 
the basic constitutional problem Also, 
the Friends of the Scarsdale Parks were 
opposed to giving up park land, even 
though the deed would have included a 

(Continued· on ·Page 6) 
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- , ' ·-- ., p m through Augusl o. . 
· · Tuesday, July 13 

- Scarsdale seniors, Scars-
11 a.m.-3 p.m. 

- . dale P~~carsdale Chamber of Com-
6.15 p.m. . I meeting on sidewalk sale, 

merce spec1a 
Crossway Firehouse. . e 

7 ·30 P m -Village Board of Trustees,. V1llag 
. Hail .. Agenda for 8:15 p.m. session ex­

ected to include decision on wh_eth~ to 
~ay part of cost of restoring Junior High 

tennis courts. . 
8 p.m.-Friends of the Scarsdale Lib~~ry Film 

Festival, "From Mao to Mozart, Scars-

dale Library. 

Wednesday, July 14 
9:30 a.m.-Senior Walking Club, Village Hall. 
12:1 5 p.m.-Scarsdale Rotary Club lun­

cheon, Scarsdale Golf Club. 
7:30 p.m.-Westchester Band Concert, 

Davis Park. 
' 

aza. 
-

restriction insuring that Heritage Plaza 
would remain park land accessible to 
the public. ; . · 

All along the Mayor had emphasized 
that, even if the state passed legislation 
permitting the establishment of Herit-

. age Plaza, it would not happen unless 
there was general public support. Also, 
the Scarsdale Foundation had not com­
mitted itself to accepting title to the 
land, if the Village Board should ask it 
to. 

l 

.... --..., Tuesday, Ju•, ·-
- Scarsdale Seniors, Scars -

11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
dale Pool. · F'lm 

-F ·ends of the Scarsdale Library ' 
8 P·~~~-~tiv~',, ''Limelight," Scarsdale Library. 

Wednesday, July 21 . 
·30 - Senior Walking Club, Village 

9 . a.m. . 
Hall. Cl b lun· 

12:15 p.m~ - Scarsdale Rotary_ u 
cheon, Scarsdale Golf Club. 

8 p.m. -Westchester Band concert, Scars-

dale Library lawn. 
8:15 p.m. - Board of Appeals, Village Hall. 

Thursday, July 22 

10 
a.m.-Senior 'croquet, Scarsdale Pool. 

11 a.m.-3 p.m. - Scarsdale Seniors, Scars-

dale Pool. · 

7:30 p.m . . Free Workshop on love, work a~d 
parenting relationships, Scarsdale Lib-

rary. 

. ' 
• 

(Continued from Page 1) 
' 

. 
The failure of ·the State Legislature to 

· pass the requested legislation puts the 
creche situation back where it was six 
months ago. 

" . - -
Mayor Stone said that she has no ideas 

for an alternative solution. Patricia 
Curran, chairman of the Creche Com­
mittee, said that the committee will 
probably meet in September to deter­
mi~e whether to ask for permission to 
use Boniface Circle. ~ 

• 



~rk. • • a lot of fun Raking leaves can be hard work, as.;S~year-old David Siegfried and Laura 
Lenz , 6 , who live on Drake Road discovered Sunday. But it was not all work 
and no play . Arey photos . 
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• ~·rec e issue a ·c 
What must be the Village Board's 

least favorite Christmas tradition, the 
Scarsdale Creche controversy, arose 
a gain this week when the Scarsdale 
Creche Committee asked permission to 
display the Nativity scene on Village­
owned Boniface Circle during the 
holiday season. 

The trustees, whose decision last 
year to deny permission led to much 
bittern.ess and division in Scarsdale 
and beyond, postponed acting on the 
request until it has receiv~ a 
recommendation from the Advisory 
Council on Hwnan Relations, which is 
scheduled to discuss the topic next 
Monday night. . 

If the Village decides to reverse its 
position of last year and allow the 
display of the creche, as it d~d for more 
than 20 years prior to 1981, 1t may face 
a law suit. . 

Leonard Rubin, a Scarsdale resident 

att e over 

-

and secretary of, the Westchester 
chapter of the · Ci~il Liberties Union, 
said after this week's board meeting, 
that the Civil Liberties Union is 
"contemplating another law suit if the 
Trustees approve it again." In 1976, the 
organization did file a suit, but the case 
was dismissed on grounds that it had 
been brought in the wrong court. No 
decision was made on the merits of the 
case. , 

Recently, a federal appE,als court 
ruled that it violated the Constitutional 
principle of separatio~ of church a.nd 
state for the city of Pawtucket, R.I. to 
erect a creche. However, Scarsdale 
officials pointed out that the Pawtucket 
case is not the same as here, where it 
is a p,rivate orgar1ization, the Scarsdale 
Creche Committee, that owns and 
erects the display. 

Speaking at the Village Board 
meeting, Rubin told the Trustees, "It is 

• 

utch 
• 

heating up again 
By SARA BLOOM 

that the Westchester 
The news Commission intends 

County Parkway six-lane Hutchinson 
to_ recommend i~ · rovement projec~ to · 
River Parkway · P t f Transport1on 
the State Departmen ° b O o-
( DOT) has spurred new eff ortc; . yt pgp et 

ded parkway o 
nenLc; of an expan Parkway Com-
the st.at~ ~~ .. :1e]:~~!h,,ehoose a four-lane 

County Executive Alfred Del Bello, who 
supports a "6-4-6 plan,'' which 
would keep the parkway at four lanes 
through New Rochelle and Scarsdale, 
have already begun legal and political 
negotiations in response to the commis­
sion's leaning. 

Jeffrey Stein, coordinator of th.e Asso­
ciation to Preserve the Hutch, the or,­
ganization of Scarsdale, Eastchester 
and New Rochelle residents that has led .. " .. 

• 
a1n 

no part of the business of government 
to provide a display plas::e for a symbol 
of religion." That is true, whatever the 
religion involved, Rubin said. 

He also said that he assumed that the 
creche could again be displayed on the 

,s ite of the former Frog Prince 
restaurant, a privately owned property 
across Chase Road from Boniface 
Circle, where the creche was displayed 
last vear after the village denied use of 
,ffie circle. -

1..3.st, year, the Council on Human 
Relations recommended that in the 
interests of community harmony the 
Village Board permit the use of 

(Continued on page 8) 

United Way 
director dies 

Patricia A. Stanley, executive direc­
tor of the United Way of Greater 
Scarsdale, since 1972, died Monday at 
the age of 62. 

Mrs. Stanley had worked for the 
United Way and its forerunners-the 
United . F und and the Oommunjty 
Chest-since 1956, starting in Pelham 
and then moving to Bronxville before 
taking over direction of the staff in 
Scarsdale. 

Sidney Edwards, chairman of the 
Scarsdale United Way, called Mrs. 
Sta~ley's death "a great loss. She was 
terribly efficient. She really ran the 
whole show." Edwards added, " She 
was a wonderful worker and a fine 
, _ ..l •• ,, 
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dd d ''I'm convince 
a e' one'' · good as a $350 k ·chairman of the high 

Carl Ladensac ' t said that 
E Iish departmen ' . 

sc~ool ng SATs measure reasoning 
while the h cablulary ''no school 
ability tbroug vo "bly teach the words' ' 
or tutor coul_11P~:~ on a test, since 
students w1 re used each time. 
different wolrdls ratness counts for more 
A d ''menta a e • d · n · ·ng lists 1n oing than memor1z1 

I gies ,, he added. . h 
ana o . ' t· ·t m· a good Engl1s ''Every ac 1v1 Y ,, 
class prepares a student for thhetS1 T~, 
Ladensack said. He added t a i_ s u-
dents are ''reading a great deal, discus-

rec 
(Continued from page 1) 

Boniface Circle. The council said that 
private property would be preferable, 
but that the Creche Committee had not 
been able to find a suitable private site 
when it requested use of Boniface 
Circle. ·' 

However, the Village Board voted, 
four to three, not to allow the creche on 
public property. In 1980, .the vote had 
been four to three in favor of granting 
the Creche Committee's request. 

Because of the angry controversy 
that erupted last year, the advisory 
council, Mayor Jean Stone and other 
vilJage officials tried to work out an 
acceptable compromise agreement 
with the Creche Co1Il1¢ttee. 

One approach that was considered 
was designating a small part of Chase 
Park as a Heritage Plaza, to be used 
for seasonal, patriotic and religious 
observances. !he land would be given 

. to a non-profit organization, possibly 

• 

The 1:>~ara ac~epted the i --.~~l 
electronic stencil cutting J ft of a 
the Edgewood Parent Teacahchine 6~' 
• er A. olt\ t1on. ss~-

Personnel al)pointtn la 
Three, part-time teacherents 

pointed for the. federally-fun~ Were ~ 
remedial reading program ;u 1itl~l 
Saraline Corn, who will teach hey al\ 
Ridge an IHM; Joyce FlatQua~~ 
Heathcote and St. Pius X. anzer, a . 
emmi Pozzuoli, at Fox Mea'dand ~l'i ·1 ow ,,. 

Margaret Rei ly received a · 
substitute appointment at Ed regu~r 
replacing Saul Ackerman who gewo0q ' rec , , resigned. ent\y 

the Scarsdale Foundation, to own 
to administer. and 

Because Chase Park is designatedas 
park land, an act of the Sta~ 
Legislature is reqtJired before any part 
of it can be given away by the village 
Enabling legislation was drawn up last 

committee and onto the floor for a vote 
·. after legislators determined action on 
the measure might prove controver­
sial. 

Apart from Rubin, the only resident 
to speak about the creche at tlm 
week's meeting was Woodrow Crou~b. 
Crouch disagreed with the Ci~ 
Liberties Union lawyer, saying ~t 1l 
would be carrymg· the separation ° 

dity'' to church and state ''to an absur be 
rule that the creche can not 
pen1litted. te on 
· The Village Board is likely to vo t i~ 

· the Creche Committee's reque5t 8 

-_November 23 meeting. \ 
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To the Editor: 
The Village Board at its latest 

meeting referred the creche issue once 
again to its Advisory Committee . on 
Human Relations. That committee has 1 

recommended in years that the creche 
be sited on village owned property at 
Boniface Circle. In so doing, it has 
noted in each of its annual reports that 
the comr11ittee, individually and collec­
tively, would pref er to see the creche 
on privat,e property. , , · { 

I 

The committee's decision to recom- . 
. mend an . opposite course has been 

ln- based on its stated belief that 
~o / interruptions in a longstanding com-
us munity practice would adversely affect 
ed th~ ~rmony of _interracial relation­

ships 1n Scarsdale. 
ed 

to 
he 

. Community harmony has never 
hinged on public showing of the creche 

' . 

to whifh no one in ~Y recollection 
ever expressed ob3ection. Ob)' ect·has 

b d h 
. . ions 

are ase on s owing 1t on publicl 
owned property. Y 

If the ~ommittee tests its thesis on 
commuruty harmony by the events ot 
last year, it will surely recognize that 
the confrontational nature of this 
controversy is grounded in political 
rather than . religious issues here. 
Scarsdale should take as its model the 
political success achieved in neighbor· 
ing co1nmunities where negotiations 
have resulted in public display of the 
creche on private or church property. 

Since this has also . been. the 
preference of our advisory coIIlllil~ 
let us hope that their reconunenf ~eil 
this year reflect the courage 0 

· own convictions. icaMAN 
JEANNE R ·~e 

110 Birchall ori 
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To the Editor: 
of ~ahhe turning of leaves is a symbol 
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To the Edito~: hb of the Heathcote 
We the ne1g ors d to see this in­

Hardware are very sa 

stitution leav: ~~! ~~!rkers are fine 
Stanley an friendly people to do 

people. Th~ih a~eo matter what the pr?­
bus1ness wi · h d a solution. This 
blem, they . l~ be missed. their 
knowledge wi . 
specialty was service, 

' ove 

We've lost a helpful mercfh~ntd a 
d warm r1en . 

friendly neighbor an as KORNER. 
HEATHCOTE KID PARTY 
HEATHCOTE TOY A~UNDRY'. 
HEATH COTE . WINE 

HEATHCOTE DELI, HEATHCOT 
PHARMACY, HEATHCOTE 
BARBER, VACCARO SHOE REPAIR 

• 

. the free exercise'' of re~igion. Our_foun-
To the Editor: 1 ding fathers believed this was so vital ~o 

When we hear of Mr. Rubin's attempt our survival as a free country that ~his 
to block the display of the creche in was the First Amendment to the United 
Scarsdale, we are so appalled we can- •. States Constitution. . 
not remain silent. . Unlike others, we are open-rrunded 

The Nativity scene is not . ~n~f _a • enough to realize this is not the onl~ sec­
religious symbo~, but a ~radit~on -) ID .. . tion of the Constitution that applies to 
Scarsdale for over ~O years of peace, tl)is predicament. We believe that the 
love and understanding. separation of Church al!d ~tate. clau~e 

At this festive time of year it ·is sad would be , J,surd application 1n this 
that Leonard Rubin has nothing better case, for Christmas is no longer only ~ 
on his mind than to attack this gesture religious observance but a federal holi-
of hwnanity. During the holiday season day. . · 
of Chanukah-Christmas the population , It is unfortunate, but we realize that 
of Scarsdale should be coming together · . some people may think this letter is 
to show love toward their fellow man, anti-semitic, but that is not true. We 
instead of allowing the belligerence of have written this letter because we feel • 

Mr. Rubin to divide this seemingly that Mr. Rubin and his vocal minority 
open-minded community. should not be allowed to abolish this 

We would like to call Mr. Rubin's at- display of love towards all mankind. 
tention to a section of the United States . ~ JAMES O'HARA 
Constitution which we think he has 20 Tunstall Road 
overlooked. The Bill of Rights states, . - DONATO L. VACCARO 
''we shall make no law ... prohibiting . 88 Palmer Avenue 

I 

' 
To the Editor: 

''Creche issue is back again.'' Of 
course it is, because the village govern­
me~t of Scarsdale has not been able to 
dec_1~e on an alternative policy and the 
· pet1t1on must be presented every year. 
And! of course, the A.C.L.U. is back 
aga1~, protesting at the villa e 
meeting about ''oubliP 1::anrf ,, ......... " ~. g . -

• 

it in ~oniface Circle, a central point in 
the. ~•llage. Over 900 families signed 
pet1t1ons last year, asking for its 
display there, as it has been for almost 
25 years. Are they to be passed over in 
!avor o~ an outside group, manufactur­
ing an issue? 

CONSTANCE DOHRF.NWi;,~r'°' 
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T the Editor: t 0 Village Board at its lates 
T~rng referred the creche issue once 

me~n to its Advisory Committee on 
8

~ 8n Relations. That committee has 
H orrunended in years that the creche ~:c sited on village owned prope_rty at 
Boniface Circle. In so doing, 1t has 
noted in e~ch of_ its_ a!1nual reports that 
the comn11ttee, 1nd1v1dually and collec­
tively, would prefer to see the creche 
on private property. , 

The committee's decision to recom- • 
mend an opposite course has been 
based on its stated belief that 
interruptions in a longstanding com­
munity practice would adverseJy affect 
the harmony of _interracial relation­
ships in Scarsdale. 

Community harmony has never 
hinged on public showing of the creche 

to which no one in my re 
ever expressed objectio~Olleetion h 
are based on showing it· 

0
0bjeetio~~ 

owned property. n Pub1l· ~ 
·t C\b If the ~omm1 tee tests its J 

community harmony by th thesis 
0 last year, it will surely rec~ e~ents : 

the confront~tional naturegnize that 
controversy 1s grounded in of . this 
rather than religious issu P0litica1 
Scarsdale should take as its ~s here. 
political success achieved in 

O 
0~el the 

ing communities where ne ~:~h~or. 
have resulte~ in public disp!y 1: 1o113 

creche on p~1vate or church propertthe 
Since this has also been f· 

preference of our advisory coIIUnitt he 
let us hope that their recommendati ee, 
this year reflect the courage of t;~ 

. t· e1r • own conv1c ions. 

\ 

JEANNE RICHMAN 
110 Birchall Drive 

• in . . . ' a new ocation 
To the Editor: • 

As the turning of leaves is a symbol 
of fall so the re emergence of the ' . creche controversy is becoffilng a 
harbinger of the holiday season in 
Scarsdale. 

At this extended juncture, it does not 
matter if there is a legal justification 
for placin~ it in this location. What 
matters is, this intended symbol of 
good will has become a divisive issue 
in our community when it is discussed 
from a geographical context. 

The way to stop the bickering is 
obvious. The Creche Committee should 

-

u 
To the Editor: · . 

The Mackler family hit the nail on 
the head when they expressed their 
appreciation to Stanley Kopica, Lee 
and Stanley Jr. at Heathcote Hardware 

withdraw its petition to use the 
Boniface Circle, and find a new, 
non-controversial and permanent loca­
tion. It would do much more for peace 
and har1nony in Scarsdale than this 
annual debate does. 

Then we could go back to reading 
about the other on-going Scarsdale 
serials that are an integral part of The 
Inquirer. This includes: · Freightway, 
Conrail, Paul Feiner, Walworth A~en­
ue and, the ever-popular, Non-PartiSaII 
Citizens Advisory Committee. ERG 
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274 Mamaroneck Roa 

. e 

the what's it called work," as w; lbli 
the professional men work:i11g ~ 
are~. They made deliveries 111 all to 
of 1nr1~n'\.a-.• _ _ . . ,. __ :.,a UP " 

y1 
ti 
tJ 
tl 
s 
~ 

V 
r 

\ 

t 
J 

1 
I 
4 
I 



• • 

ic 
.It 

s 
e 
s 
e 

-
• 

-

l· 

r. 

e 
e 

e 

I 

• 

n 

• 

1 

• 

not remain s11ent. 
The Nativity scene is not . ~nly .a 

religious symbol, but a tradition in 
Scarsdale for over 20 years of peace, 
love and understanding. 

I 

At this festive time of year it is sad 
that Leonard Rubin has nothing better 
on his mind than to attack this gesture 
of humanity. During the holiday season 
of Chanukah-Christmas the population 
of Scarsdale should be coming together 
to show love toward their fellow man, 
instead of allowing the belligerence of 
Mr. Rubin to divide this seemingly 
open-minded community. 

. ---U--~lik~--~the•rs, we are open-minded 
enough to realize this is not the onlr sec­
tion of the Constitution that applies to 
this predicament. We believe that the 
separation of Church and State. clau~e 
would be c J,surd application in this 
case, for Christmas is no longer only ~ 
religious observance but a federal holi-
day. · . 

It is unfortunate, but we realize th~t 
some people may think this letter 1s 

We would like to call Mr. Rubin's at­
tention to a section of the United States 
Constitution which we think he has · 
overlooked. The Bill of Rights states, 
''we shall make no law ... prohibiting : , 

• 

anti-semitic, but that is not true. We 
have written this letter because we feel 
that Mr. Rubin and his vocal minority 
should not be allowed to abolish this 
display of love towards all mankind. 

/ JAMES O'HARA 
• 

20 Tunstall Road 
• 

•l DONATO L. VACCARO 
• 

88 Palmer A venue 
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To the Editor: , · ·: it in Boniface Circle, a central point in 
''Creche issue is back again.'' Of . the village. Over 900 families signed 

course it is, because the village govern- .- petitions . last year, asking for its 
ment of Scarsdale has not been able to , .display there,"as it has been for almost . . 

decide on an alternative policy and'ttie 25 years. Are they to be passed over in 
petition must be presented every year.. favor of an outside group, manufactur-
And, of course, the A.C.L.U. is back ing an issue? 
again, protesting at the village CONSTANCE DOHRENWEND 
meeting about ''public ~nd,'' which 1t Mrs. Dohrenwend; a Scarsdale 
would prefer to be held m a vacuum. resident, represents the Church of St. 

The creche gives joy,1' and hope to James the Less on the Scarsdale 
thousands of residents who wajnt to see Creche Committee. 

ess 
To the Editor: 

\ 

1

·, ·}~DY affiliation with the PBA of 
Westchester, Inc., nor do we have any It has been brought to my attention 

that· the PBA of Westchester County 
Inc. has been soliciting in the Village of 
Scarsdale. I ~ve received telephone 

?. calls fro~ residents inquiring as to 
. !~:~~~-~~-~~t we are_ affiliated with 

_ future plans of being associated with 
them. Vf e conduct one benefit a year, 
and w~ depend greatly on the residents 
of Sc_arsdale for their support. Our 

· benef~t ~ett~r distinctly has a letter 
l-10-::1~ ,nA•,.'"'"• - - , , ,.. . _ 
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Village of Scarsdale, 
Scarsdale Union Free School District and 
~dgemont School District 

William H. wrote, Pres1oe11 
David Kirkwood, Editor an 
Barbara Yeaker, Advertu 

·Painful decision 
• 

We hope and expect to see the crech~ on display i? Sca~sda.le this 
Christmas as it has been every year since the 1950 s. It 1s a Joyous 
·symbol of a great religion; and, beyond that, it sends a message to 
'all of peace on earth and good will to men. . 

Sadly, the meaning of the creche has been obscure~ here 1n re­
cent years by the bitter controversy over where 1t should be 
<:\isplayed. . . 

We believe that the creche should be displayed, as it was last 
year, on private property, where it will send forth its welcome 
message without conflicting in law or spirit with the fundamental 
American principle of separation of church and state. 

The simplest way for that to occur is for the Scarsdale Cre~he 
Committee to find a private site, either that used last year, which 
was every bit as conspicuous as Boniface Circle, or some 
other-perhaps one of the highly visible church lawns in the 
village. 
· However, the Creche Committee does not seem inclined to follow 
this course. As of Monday, at least, the owner of the property 
where the creche was placed la~t Christmas had not even been ask­
ed whether his property was available this year. It appears that 
the committee specifically wants the creche to be displayed on 
pu~lic property. 

If so, the committee is seeking to have the village of Scarsdale 
make a kind of endorsement or statement of support for the creche. 
We believe that for the local government to do so would be to pro­
mote religion, which is what the anti-establishment clause of the 
First Amendment expressly forbids. While lawyers disagree on 
whether the court would rule that such a display is actually illegal, 
w~ believe that the spirit of the Constitution would be.violated. The 
same would hold, of course, for the display of any symbol of any 
religion on public land. . 

If the Creche Committee does not withdraw its request for use of 
Boniface Circle, the trustees will again be faced with a very pain­
ful decision. Either way they vote, mally people will be unhappy. 
Based on what happened last year, it seems likely that there will be 
more protest if the creche is not allowed in the circle than if it is. 
On the other hand, if it is, there is the likelihood of a law suit. 

In voting, the Trustees should not base their decision on either 
the popul~rity of their position or on the risk of litigation. Rather, 
let each vote as he or she believes is right in principle. 

That does not mean that the use of Boniface Circle would 
necessari~y be denied. There are i:nany people who are convinced 
that the_ display of the creche there is perfe~tly appropriate . 
. ~ut, finally, however the Village Board decides, we implore all 

citizens, whether they agree or disagree with the decision not to 
turn this symbol of love and hope into a source of enmity and strife. 

\ 

(Continued from pal(e 1) 
marked for the Department of Correc­
tio~ \\'hich will be adding 208 jail ,cells 

•An expenditure of $650,000 for 
daycare compared to the $1 million fun­
ding provided this year. DelBello noted 

Local wo1 
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By SARA BLOOI'I 

Second of two par 

Rev. Susan Rogers , asso 
ter of the Scarsdale Conu 
tis t Church, remarked r I 
women mounting the pulpi 
ping away the " last I 
resistance in a tr aditio 
dominated profession. R, 
observation, borne out by 
close to half of pr es en 
students · are women, U: 
valid here in Scarsdale, · 
are already five ordai 
women - a minister, a 
priest and three rabbis. 

Their gender unites th1 
has been differently influ1 
cultural, educational a1 
backgrounds, and eacJ 
unique personality to the 

Rabbi Emily Korzenik, 
the five, claims at 53 to 
woman rabbi. This is 011 
where age is not a negati 
she observed. Once whil 
binical student, she an1 
mates visited a hospital. 
cone.agues had difficulty 
the aged patients and e 
rapport, but for her, re 
touch and console is a 
sponse. ' 'It seems to 
maturity,'' she said. 

She was ordained in th 
her bus band and four ct 
couple's 32nd wedding a1 
1981, at Bet Am Shalom 
White Plains, where, 

'A warrnfi 
To the Editor: 

' We the 'neighbors of 1 
Hardware are very sad 
stitution leave our block. 

Stanley and his c<rwo1 
people. They are frien~ 
business with. No matter 
• • ,.. - - L-.J - ..... 



crec 
By DAVID KmKWOOD 

The Village Board has postpo~ed its 
decision on whether to pernut the 
creche to be displayed on Boniface Cir­
cle this Christmas until a special 
meeting Wednesday, Dec. 1 at 8: 15 p.m. 
In announcing the postponement at the 
trustees' regular meeting Tuesday 
night, Mayor Jean Stone gave as the 
major reason the need for more time 
for the board to study a report on the 
legalities of the creche display that was 
prepared by Trustee William Glendon, 
an attorney. 

In his report, Glendon rejects as 

ln charge of the 
p, Harvey Klein 

gsters under the 
tchets and axes, 
ended. Saplings 
les and potatoes 
d teachers, was 
rcio. Arey photo 

rs 

CoW1Seling Service 
iticipant in Operation 

announced that her 
"hotline" will be 

ople interested in 
e sharing of a home. 
123-31.81. 

''without merit'' the argument that 
display of the Nativity scene on public 
land violates the Constitutional princi­
ple of separation of church and state. 
Further, he says, ''the denial of the 
Creche Committee's request would 
violate the First Amendment'' because 
it would deny the committee's ''fun­
damental right, under the First Amend­
ment, to freely exercise their religion.'' 

The principal reason given by the ma­
jority of trustees for turning down 
Scarsdale Creche Committee's request 
a year ago was that the display violates 
the Establishment Clause of the Con-
stitution. It was this same grounds that 
Scarsdale lawyer Leonard Rubin said 
would be the basis for a suit the 
Westchester chapter of the Civil Liber­
ties Union is considering filing against 
the village if the board permits the 
creche to be displayed, as it was from 
1957 through 1980. 

However, after studying legal 
precedents, Glendon reached the opi­
nion that he and his fellow trustees " do 
not ... have the power, under the Con­
stitution, to deny (the Creche Commit­
tee's) request." 

Glendon cites in his 16-page report 
several arguments for his conclusion 
that the right of free exercise of religion 
would be violated by a denial of the re­
quest to display the creche. They in­
clude: 

in Operation Share 
's Senior Advisory 
h hosted last week's 
Junior League of 

•That public parks " are traditionally 
~ed for the communication of points of 
view on all subjects, including 
religion; " 

•That the'' board has never ar-

Doris Schear, who as 
lestchester County's 
• • •• , ... n.,_,_,.._. o .. ",., .. ""_ 

• 

ticulated clear standards of general ap­
plicability under which such a denial 
might be justified;'' 

•That no ''compelling public 
interest'' would be served by barring 
the creche. 

Glendon's report also deals with the 
argwnent that per1nitting display of the 
creche constitutes government 
establishment of religion, which is bar­
red by the First Amendment. The test 
of compliance with the Establishment 
Clause, he said, is given in the case of 
Lemon v. Kurtzman, in which the court 
held: 

"The (governmental policy) must 
have a secular leg\slative purpose; its 
principal or primary effect must be one 
that neither advances nor inhibits 
religion ... ; finally, the (policy) must 
not foster 'an excessive government en­
tanglement with religion.' '' 

According to Glendon, the purpose of 
the village's policy regarding Boniface 
Circle is to make it available for the use 
of all citizens, which is a secular pur­
pose. Since the village has provided 
"open access'' to the circle to all par­
ties, doing the same for the Creche 
Committee ''neither advances nor in­
hibits religion." Finally, there is ''no 
governmental entanglement with 
.religion,'' Glendon concludes, because 
the village plays an ''entirely passive'' 
role in permitting the creche. The 
villa~e does not, he notes, provide 
public funds or labor for the display. 

Glendon adds that it would be ''ex­
cessiv~ entanglement'' with religion if 
the_ ~•llagl: set a I?olicy prohibiting 
rel1g1ous displays, smce it would then 
have to determine what is and is not 
religious. 

Human Relations recommendation 
Joining Trustee Glendon in recom­

mending that the Village Board permit 
the creche display to reswne after a 
year's. interruption was the Advisory 
Council on Human Relations. But the 
cou11cll followed very different reason­
ing in voting, five to three, to permit the 
c~eche. 1'he report, presented Tuesday 
night by council chairman Lynne Clark 
s~te~ that allowing the creche display 
will likely result in a law suit that will 

(Continued on page 14) 
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require the courts to d~termine the 
legality of the display once and for all 
and thus· ''free the people ·and their 
elected officials of what has been a 
chronic, holiday season, emotional 
crisis.'' 

Mrs. Clark reported that the advisory 
council asked the Creche Committee 
.not to request use of Boniface Circle, 
.. because the council believes that fin­
·~ding ''a permanent non-public site for 
'the display'' would be '' in the best in­
. terests of the village.'' 
''Unfortunately," Mrs. Clark added, 
'· our unanimous and earnest plea did 
not dissuade the Creche Committee.'' 

Public discussion of the creche ques-
. tion was relatively brief at this week's 
meeting, perhaps because of Mayor 
,Stone's early statement that the deci­
;sion would not be made until next week. 
~ A recommendation by Kevin Healy to 
~old a public referendum on the subject 
drew loud applause from many of the 90 
or so citizens .in the room, most of whom 

~seemed to be advocates of displaying 
the creche in the circle. 

Leonard Rubin, whose 1976 suit 
against the creche display was dismiss­
ed by a federal court on procedural 

, grounds, charged that the Creche Com­
mittee, in not agreeing, to display the 
Nativity scene OJl the private site 75 feet 
from Boniface Circle where it was 
'erected last year, but instead insisting 
on using public land, is '' trying to im-
pose something on the community 
v1illy .. nilly. •' 

However, Creche Committee chair­
man Patricia Curran said that the pro­
blem with last year's site, in front of the 
former Frog Prince Proper 
Restaurant, is that there can be no 
guarantee that it will be available year 
after year. 

Another' Scarsdale resident, Edna 
Golden, said that religion is a private 
matter and that religious symbols like 
the creche belong in private places. 

Edward Cousin, a resident of the New 
Rochelle section of the Scarsdale postal 
area, said, in support of the creche 
display, '' I thought that since the . 
Holocaust that we had come a long way 
toward · tolerance of other people's 
religions.'' 

Martin Roth countered that ''Only by 
separation of church and state can we 
assure freedom of all people regardless 
of their religious persuasion.'' 

In summing up the issue before the 
board, Mayor Stone stated, ''None of 
us is anti-creche. '' The question, she 
said, is whether the creche should be 
displayed on public or private proper­
ty. 

• 

Victims organization 

Sharing, a self-help group for victims 
of rape, attempted rape and/or 
ass~ult, has changed its meeting time 
to \Yednesdays at 3 p.m. in the White 
Plains area. An evening group is also 
being formed. For information, one 
may ca~l Monique Katz, C.S. W. at 
761-6712. 
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To the Editor: ' 
Another creche. Why? 

• 
' 

For 26 Christmases, ,the f Nativity 
scene was displayed on yilla~e-owned 
Boniface Circle and no . one .was the 
worse for it. If anything, it showed a 
gentle touch of the Chr~tian faith. w 

We try to impress upon our children 
how important it is to live ~ harmony 
with our neighbors. We teach them to 
respect, not only their .own religion, but 
the religion of others as well. 

I would hesitate to ask what thoughts 

• 

• 

run thtough their minds when they~ 
their parents, supposedly intellig

111 moral, sop his ti ca ted people engage 
such utter nonsense as refusing , 

. symbol of religious reverence. 
· .. ·we are living in a ·troubled world ari 

I'm most certain that the a,. 
Liberties Union would have 
difficulty finding more ~portaK 
more vital issues to become mvolved, 
than the '' creche issue of Scarsdale. 
, Another Creche-why not? J{LEll 
I HANNAF. 
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To the Editor: 
Neither Mr. Irving Sloan's letter 

regarding tutoring (November 11, 1982) 
nor the article on the PT Council's 

. forwn on tutoring (October 28, 1982) 
address~ the issue of tutoring for the 
purpose of achieving minimwn aca-
demic standards in major subject 
areas at the elementa I · 

. . traclass gr~ subject, and because_ m . tionaL ~ 
ing according to ability 1s 0P y di{f~ 

R, ,, ma .r1 struction in the "3 s and fll" 
Widely ·from class to class de Jei~ 
school to school on any 0?,e ~~ch ~ 

The "academic gap_ trllctil)ll~ 
result from diversity of ~er to l1I i, 
f Qrced 1nany parents eit or t0

1
" 

. . . --tutors, ,4f_ ir 
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in American history. or ine ooservance u1 " '-6 ..... J - -

ive thanks in American homes. 
g By 1901, Scarsdale had moved from a coloni~~ 
manor of grist mills and sbeep f a1·1ns to a comm uni 
ty of businessmen and their families, living in ~tate­
ly homes which were accessible over qw~e a 
number of cleared roadways. 

quirer' a fortnightly puoucation. 
village news, a tim~ly Thanl_tsgi 
suggestions for easing the tune 
preparing a full-laden table 
Thanksgiving Day repast. 

James Butler, who paid 25 ce· 
proclaimed in that first Thanks1 

On Nqv. 21, 1901, courtesy of the Arthur Manor 
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To the Editor: 1 ' at the Post Office? And do we have a 
As a Christian, I don't care very carol sing on the Village Hall steps, 

much where the creche is place, or sometimes led by a Jewish mayor? 
even if it is displayed. I have my ow~ Good! Let's all rejoice in each other's 
one to enjoy. .. ~ · tra<litions and enjoy. " 

I do care that so many hours that"., ~ And use that zeal and money to feed 
could be used constructively, and so the hungry this holiday season. Have a 
much postage, et al are wasted on this . Happy! 

• non-ISSue . 
Did I see Madonna and Child stamps 

• 
MARIAN J. MOLANDER 

40 Cushman Road 
, -

, ' 

\ 

Dear Mayor Stone: 
At the regular November meeting of 

the Scarsdale Chamber of Commerce, 
discussion was held on the request 9f 
the Creche Committee to the Village 
Board to put the creche up on the 
Boniface Circle property. It is not 
within the province of the chamber to 
take a position on this matter, either 
pro . or ~on, but because of reper­
cussion~ m the past two years within 
the business community we are deeply 
concerned that the same attempts to 
boycott local establishments do not 
o~~ur again this year. i 

For the reason mentioned above . , 
\ 

\ 

f 

the chamber would request of the 
Village Board that upon hearing the 
report of the Human Relations 
Commit~e at its November 23rd 
meeting a decision is made that 
eveni~g without further delay. 

It would be o~r hope that the viliage 
c~n then enter into the holiday season 
wtth ~ proper s~irit, knowing that the 
boar~ ga~e the matter its careful 
c~ns~derat1on and acted in accordance 
within the framework of the duties 
they were charged to 1>erf orm. 

I I 

DO~A~ F. METZ, President 
Scarsdale Chamber of Commerce 
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nothing of the iegau~~; ""a;d ends 
n~nl Yet !f~ ~vocation into a 
i a weJkn tion The message 
~ piri~ provdocJhristmas deserves 
hrisUaruty an that. 
ething better ttu;~VING J. SWAN 

fr Sloa,i a Scarsdale reside~t, 
:!i'es socia'z studies at tlie Ju1iior 
r/i Sc/tool. ' 
' 

part of the Soviets. The Strange­
ian power brokers who are trying to 
. this bill of goods are a hazard to 
world's health. 
f e · Americans possess a rich and 
~ble folklore about politicians ( and 
ially a healthy skepticism regarding 
ir ethics). We've learned the hard 
y that our servants (the govel'!19 
nt) will lie, cheat, steal, and kill 
en it suits their policies. Messrs. 
agan, Weinberger, Clark, et al, act 
though they were on Mt. Olympus, 
ivering proclamations from on high 

we ordinary, unsophisticated 
mans. 
t really is time we let this imperial 
~dency know that it is our servant 

NAT SLOAN 
Scarsdale Junior High 

\ 

iture 
• 

farth Road should conform to 
arameters of Scarsdale's existing zoo­
Ilg and building codes for that area, at 
be same time not devaluing the adja­
:ent Edgemont (Greenburgh) reside~ 
ial collllllUDity. 

As concerned observers and 
rs, we share a mutual interest 

· taining the physical character 
e, the village we shop in. 

We recognize that any Freightway 
elopment plan first should address 
elimination of parking and traffic 
lems that presently exist and may 

18ppen in the future. · 
, At the ~~pr~priate time we will sug­
,est specific ideas for the Freightway 
~evelopment which may be helpful to 
~rsdale as well as its Edgemont 
~eigbbo~. W ~ look forward to a solu-
1on which will be satisfactory to all 
~oncemed. , 

' 

MICHELI ,E WEIL, Chairperson 
Edgemont Association 

Freightway Subcommittee 

that barely covered 
• 

e example of Roz's 
and we would like to 

De . to the Scarsdale 
h ~ent for providing 
ORIEa dedicated worker. 

and ~A~ WITTNER 
103 Wiltshire Ro~d 

go on :S~ l vu•e, - ----- • ere not allowea 
ome However, we w •• b 

cthat ~hoice. We were told last .... ,,.ay Ya 
. f th Wilgnn Realty 

representative o e i d and that 
co. that our lease had exp re 

nas DUW \;Ulll'I:, "'1 Qll en(l as ~• ,;;~ ~ •« 

bye to ~ur many friends. We say g~q 
JANE (liAMLET) a -~ 

WaYne~ 

More tolerance called for 
I ("'ellt\, 

To the Editor: dale 
I am a fo,:mer resident of ~s r 

and I have returned many times ove s 
the years to visit friends, alway f 
retaining and reinforcing a sense od 
satisfaction for having . oncf t ~~~ea 
in such a vital commuruty · IS I 
deep feeling of regret, therefor~, thai!s 
must address a problem whi~h b 
arisen in your village ( and mine y 
extension) recently' and which is now 
threatening to disrupt the !18rmony 
and the quiet coexistence of citizens of 
varying religious persuasions. 

At a recent dinner party in 
Scarsdale, conversation turn~ to a 
problem which has been penmtted to 
achieve the status of a major 
issue-the placement of a creche at 
Boniface Circle during the Christmas 
season. • 

The creche was a tradition during 
my growing up years in Scarsdale. It 
was not a cause of disharmony then, 
because perhaps, there was a greater 
sense of tolerance among all religious 
denominations~ I numbered my friends 
among many faiths and joined in their 
celebrations as easily as they did in 
mine. As a matter of fact, we all 
learned from each other, without a 
formal ecumenism. The same sense of 
tolerance and . freedom of expression 
cannot be allowed to vanish in the.. 
Scarsdale of today. . 

I bring up two points which I feel 
must be addressed by the Village 
Board when they convene to vote a 
decision on the traditional · placement 
of the Creche: 

1) If the issue is the use of publi~ 
property for . religious purposes, the 
decision to· limit or deny that use must 
be applied universally. There is, at 
present, a Jewish congregation­
M'vakshe Derekh-which has been 
using Wayside Cottage on a regular 
weekly basis for its Sabbath services' 
a~d, on a more extensive basis, for i~ 
Hi~ Holy. Day services in the fall. 
~T~ fapt. ~ published in The Inquirer 
~ its religious section). During the 
time when the facility is in use by this 
grou~, public access to the premises is 
~estnc~d. The full use of the property 
lS deru~d✓ to _the public . . Wayside 
~tta~e lS public property' owned by 

. e . village, but administered by the !'::f '::" ~ague, a private organization 
to ~h s been granted discretion as 

. e ~e of Wayside Cotta 
Boniface Circle is public property g:; 
well ~nd the Creche Committee . ls 
a pnv~te . . lS a o ~ a . ac ?rgan.izat1on. Public use of bf~ ce f ircle 18 in no way restricted 
den e P acement of the creche. To 
thisy ~e placement of the creche by 
this p~ivate grou~ would be to treat 

private ~omnu.ttee inequably This cannot, be ·tte . · 
legal chall penru · d and lS subject to enge. 

2)If the issue is the se 
church and s~te, as purpo~atton or 
Leonard Rubin, who created th by fttt 
in the first place, it WOUid be ,.!.,~u~ 
the trustees of the village ""11: for 
carefully the section of our ~ rea4 
Constitution prohibiting the esta~etij 

ment of a state religion. The Villalisb: 
has, in the past year, negotiate(! ge 
contract with the employees of '.. ~ 
Scarsdale Public Library which au~ 
the closing of the library on yWs 
Kipptu" ,~ qo~federal holiday ~ 
library is a public facility and USe4 ; 

that facility is de~ed to taxpayers on 
that day. There IS no other religious 
holy day for which that perznission is 
granted. Christmas Day is a Federal 
holiday and that is the only day on 
which the library is closed for what 
can be construed as religious o~rv­
ance. The employ~ of the library 
were allowed to exchange library 
closing/on Electi~n Day, a federal and 
state observance. This cannot be 
permitted to con~ue if indeed there is 
to be a strict interpretation of Article I 
of our Constitution. . 

I sincerely regret that these points 
must be made public. It is the rancor 
which is threatening to erupt in your 
village which has caused me to do so. I 
picked up a copy of this week's 
Inquirer with the purpose of ~ to 
determine the position in the village, 
removed from the sentiments of ~ 
who had initiated the discussion with 
me at dinner last week. It would 
appear that there is a wish on the part 
of concerned citizens to remove the 
status of ''issue'' from the creche: In 
its editorial, however, The Inq~ 
would prefer that the ~e Co~ · 
tee refrain from making its req!ein 
and therefore make the pr?h the 
disappear. This cannot be done lll irSt 
spirit or the exercise __ ~-~n: the 
Amendment, without ~;-; the 
other conflicts which eAJ>J• 

village, as stated above.. ~ 
Had your administration a t and· 

the issue . finnly in the pas vocal 
resisted the exhortations 0!oierant 
malcontents, the free ~d t woUld 
practice of religious sentiIJltheDspirit .of 
not be an issue today. In e riJlciple 
tolerance and fairness, the~ judied 
which is at stake must , eJigioUS 
without preference to one ~ of you! 
group over another. The effeC and na.t. 
decision will be far-rea~ deciSioll 
everyone will be pleased if . e 8ppal'' 
encompasses all the confliCLi 
ent. . ceaJl<!BII 

There is room for coexiste~ ~ 
"issue" would not })ave se,;erlP 
more tolerance prevailet

0 
purP°rt 

years ago among peopl~ VI 
to bring civil rights to ught. ~~rJ , 

DOROTHY S. P~ardeJl Citf 

• 

JJY GJ\IL RAPHAEL . , 
i, r,v • • r the election, I read 
, ,.k ,t,efor~ Mfilic~n_t Fenwic 
.~!'Ai;- of ~o d a critical stat 
t~;cteriZiy her opponent in 
~ft ~er ace: "It was very n, 
~fO~~!b~ suggested. 
..r'm,o, ith laughter. It was ti 
~ :roar.et; or humor in the long I 

fo11cb of · weeks. 
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.. year, . din 

~ •rited rruslea g, i 

~ n s~~auv; and often vici1 
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aier~. th A movie censor nugll 
Ie85:.~ ~ost of California's . ~aJl f ftotallY lacking in redeeming 

5 ,, 

valC: district,. the 43rd Con~es 
, f>ining orange Co~ty and nc 

a,:oiegQ~ .. ~Y be the most 
R "'.111-.:ilican 1n . tpe country. 

ep ... u · - ti did araaiey the Det;Docra C can , 
ov'erilo~, lost his bid by only 

iote:;: He 1~ .0ran~e County by l 
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Opposed to public sanction I 

To the Editor: assessment upon all citizens. 
The erection of a creche or any other The constitutional ban on the erection 

religious symbol, be it a menorah or , or maintenance of religious symbols on 
perhaps even a portrait of the Reverend publicly-owned property cannot be cir-
Moon on public property, contributes cumvented by designating the symbols 
an added dimension and meaning as ' 'non-sectarian.'' Such a designation 
which could never be obtained through is ultimately a fiction. It is as false to 
any other device. The importance of call a creche non-sectarian -as it is to 
such a display is not that more persons call it secular. As the United States 
can perceive the symbol, but rather Supreme Court has expressly held in. 
'that those who perceive it in its public two leading cases on the separation of 
setting will recognize a public sanction church and state issue, Everson and 
and endorsement accorded the par- . McCollurn, the government may no 
ticular religious doctrine instinctive in more aid all religions on an equal and 
the symbol. . non-discriminatory basis ( assuming 

Physically .comparable or even more this were possible) than it may prefer 
desirable vantage points for religious one faith over others in according its 
displays in Scarsdale are favors and aid. 
·available one obvious example is t,he Recognizing this constitutional pro-
site of the Congregational Church, hibition, and in order to make these 
which is exposed to waiting traffic in symbols suitable for state sponsorship 
five directions: east and west on Route • · and support, proponents of plans for the 
22, north and south on Drake Heathcote erection of religious displays on public 
and Crane Roads. But the' potent im- grounds often urge tha~ these universal­
pact of the message conveyed by the ly accepted and recognizP.d symbols are 
fact of a state presence on public not em~loyed in their religious aspect, 
premises upon which the religious sym- b~t are instea~ to be treated as.imbued 
bol rests could not be purchased for Wl~ ~ predommantly secular meaning. 
money. This IS the only alternative left to those 

Nor is it of any consequence that a who would utilize the resources o! a 
particular state action in religious af- secula~ state to promote sectarlail 
fairs entails no expenditure of publi~ ends· . . . 
funds. And the display of religious sym- T_o depf!-':e these ~e~gious s~bo!5 of 
bols may be limited to a once-a-year oo- tbeir_ traditional religious ~eamng IS to 
casion. The amount of public land ap- depnve th~m of all meamng. It cannot 
propriated for a creche may be properly be suggested that the creche 
minimal. All this notwitmtanding, if ~ accepted ~s. non-de~o~ti~nal and 
the use of public property for·a religious ve~ no~religious by unpli~ation. 
purpose in support of a particular HIStoncall~, attempts to 1!1':olve the 
religion is wrong, it does not become ~ovei:runent m suport o! ~eligion have 
right when done modestly or mva~1ably_ brou~ht religious conflict 
sporadically. a_nd sectarian s~ife. One need not ques-

. tion the motivations behind the 
Wh~n . governme!1t. makes any ap- Scarsdale Creche Committee's unrelen­

propnation for _religious_ ~urposes, no ting battle to place its creche on public 
matter .-how . slight, religion has, as property to challenge the viability to 
ta~e~ Madiso~ once w~o~, come say nothing of the legality of th · 

within the cognirance of Civil Govern- mitment Yet their m e~ com-
ment. ' ' It is in this connection that he turn a ~ell- . eans .an . ends 
warned: ' 'That the same authority r-s iritedmearung ~vocation mto a 
which can force a citizen to Gontribute ~hrttianiJr;;~t!:.?~e message 
three pence only of his property for the something bett tha tha18 

. s deserves 
support of any one establishment may · er n t. 
force him to conform to any 'other IRVING J • SLOAN 
establi'sh~,ent i~ . all cas~s Mr. Sloa!l, a Scarsdale resident, 
whatsoever. Authorization of public teaches social studies at the 1, • 

land for religious purposes is a religious High School. Junior 
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Owner 
To the Editor: 
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the other young m 
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years. 
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To the Editor: 
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For the second Christmas ·in a row, the Scarsdal~ creche will not ?e dis~layed on ~oniface Circle._ At press 
time the Scarsdale Creche Committee had not decided whE:the~ to display ;ton the pnvately owned site across 
Chase Road, as it did last year, or at some other non-publ ic site. 

' 

Commission wants 6-lane Hutch; 

B ELAINE PFEIFFER The state's choice among the five 
Y HutchinsOn River Park- proposed Hutch improvement plans is 

An expanded . k. 88 Rich- expected within two weeks. 
way loomed closer ~ :e West.che~ This week's announcement by Burns 
ard Burns, cha~ 0 . e ed officially confirmed what had been 
er -Parkway eomnusswn, ~er reported earlier about the Parkway 
Tuesday that the tt;re= u.nan- Commission's support for a six-lane 
advisory commission ha ~t the State plan. Its position ~came publicly 
unously to recommend DOT) known after a meeting in October, 
Departrn~~-~ :~!!~~~: okn for attended by_ ~o~t_>: Ex!cutive Alfred 

ight 
the association oppose widening the 
parkway to . six lanes through Scars­
dale, New };tochelle and Eastchester. 

Asked-about the commissioner's.rec•• 
commendation, Stein told The Inquirer 
Wednesday that "he never expected 
them to do anything else." Stressing 
that the commission is an advisory 
board, Stein said that its position, 
"while not helpful, is not a crushinf;l 

By DAVID KIRKWOOD 

It took the Village Board only 15 
minutes to vote Wednesday night to 
deny permission to the Scarsdale 
Creche Committee to display the 
creche on Boniface Circle. 

F or the second year in a row the 
Trustees voted four to three against the 
creche, which had been placed a t the 
village owned site every Christmas 
from 1957 through 1980. 

Voting with the major ity were Mayor 
J ean Stone, and Trustees Betty Brown, 
Edward Falkenberg and Beatrice 
Underweiser. Voting to approve the 
Creche Committee' s request . were 
Trustees Martin Bowen, ·William Glen­
don and Joseph Ullman. 

The special meeting of the board was 
brief becallije no public discussion was 
pennitted and the individual trustees 
did not explain the reason for their vote. 
Mayor Stone said afterwards that a ma­
jority of the board felt that the public 
had been given sufficient opportunity to 
address the issue at the Nov. 23 regular 
meeting of the board, during which 
there was considerable debate during 
oral communications. She added, " We 
didn't see that any useful purpose 
would be served by hearing the same 
arguments over and over." 

Another reason cited by the mayor 
was the feeling that continued debate 
would create more bad publicity for 
Scarsdale. She noted that last year the 
creche controversy was picked up by · 
th~ wire services and reported on in 
papers throughout the country. 

After the meeting, many of the ap­
proximately 80 citizens in attendance 
were clearly unhappy with the trustees' 
decision. 

One man charged tl)at the board " had 
chickened out." A woman said, " I've 
seen that creche for 30 years and I'm 
not taking it lying down." 

Anot)ler resident sa id that, while he 
was not very religious himself, he felt 
that the vote reflected the "disintegra­
tion of American life," which he at­
tributed to "letting lawyers take over." 
He added, "We have a right to exercise 
our religion and tradition." 

A man commented, "The Nazis , the 
Ku Klux Klan and the Knights of Col­
umbus are all allowed to demonstrate. I 

· don't see why they (the Creche Com­
mittee) shouldn't be pennitted." He ad­
ded that he believed the trustees are 
"afraid of the cost of a lawsuit." 

Patricia Curran, chairman of the 
Creche Committee, had no comment on 
the board's decision. Saying that the 
committee had "no plans beyond 8:15 
tonight," she told The Inquirer that she 
did not know if the committee would 
display the creche at anoth~~ite. 

, Last year when use of Bo9}face Circle 
wa~ denied, the committee" erected the 
creche across Chase Road on the site of 
the Frog Prince Proper, a French 
restaurant that had recently closed. 
Ronald Durning, who owns the proper­
ty, has again this year said that the site 
is available for display of the wood­
carved Nativity scene. 

Leonard Rubin, the Scarsdale resi­
dent and Civil Liberties Union attorney 
who had said that his organization 
might sue the village for violation of the 
First Amendment if the creche were 
pennitted to be displayed on public pro­
perty, said that he was "pleased" by 
this week's decision and he urged the 
village to pass legislation establishing 
what is permitted use of public parks. 
Rubin said that he had received a 
number of anonymous calls and letters 
attacking him, but that he had not been 
threatened, as he has in past years. 

Before the vote, Trustee J oseph 
Ullman, chairman of the Law Commit­
tee, reported that because there was 

(Continued on page 16) 
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, J" pv· <)ev• f l~> ..... - - Scarsdale law. , ,,e v ~1 oe }\oliday fa 
Robert S. Asher of ivision of . ff"Aoitti~tl i,t t11e arrangecr 

executive director of }ht~ DNew York He wll!, be a Partn 51,~u~lV~orou~s' ' and ott 
Professional Conduct o e t since Dochter m a new la er ~ ill tl }'ll'istfXl Quintet I 
State Education ~epar~en with the Asher, with offices w t~lh l~ ;lg'/ iof C 1 13~rs~ble incl 
1975 has resigned hIS _pos1t1on ctice of New York City. at 220 ~ l:l~~ ~ 'f'ertJU}i,e en~ t,rumpet; 
tat; to enter the private pra . bi."\ flt oe• ,.,{ rsb8 : and Thor 

s "'1(1 ee,i o i•>~ bone' . 

(Continued from Pagf //, three 
disagreemtl11t t a~~n~onstitutional 
members abou •ttee could not 
issues involvedid. the tc1· oomnun" to the board on 
· "a clear rec 1 · · g 

[~;elegalities of the i~~ue~!:p ,~~:n a 
that the board wou body of 
legislative body ~dndthanotteaa~ha trustee's 
1 " unman sa1 . f 
awte, Id be cast "on the basIS o 

vo wou . 1 gal moral 
whatever considerat~ons, e ' him o; 
Political, or pragmatic, seerr.s to 

lli " her compe ng. · ·t the 
Although Ullman voted to permi 

creche on Boniface Circle, he urged the 
Creche. Committee in fll:ture years to 
"elect voluntarily to relie_ve th~ com­
munity of dissension" by dISplaymg the 
creche on private property· 

William Glendon, another lawyer and 
member of the Law Commi_ttee, 
reiterated his belief, stated 10 a 
memorandum given to the Village 
Board last week, that the freedom of · 
religion clause of the First Amendment 
not only permitted the display of the· 
creche or other religious symbols on 
public land, but that under the cir­
cumstances in this case actually re­
quired the board to permit such 
display. 

Of the six trustees who were on the 
board last year, only Betty Brown 
changed her positi9n this year. She ex­
plained af~rwards, ''I believe it is 
more divis,ve to , have the creche at 
Bonifa~e Circle.'' Mrs. Brown added, 
''The Baptist Church lawn would be a 

• • much better place for 1t. '' The church 
lawn is on Popham Road, close to the 
downtown. 

Mayor Jean Stone, who attempted un­
successfully earlier this year to have a 
part of Chase Park given to a private 
foundation and set aside for· displays in­
cluding the creche, said that she hoped 
that the Creche Committee will use the 
Frog Prince Proper site. She said that 
most _of the trustees felt that the legal 
questions were ''muddy'' and that ''we 
voted'what we thought was right.'' 
. Although he believes that a private 

site for the creche would be preferable 
Trustee Ullman said that he had voted 
~ allow ~e use of Boniface Circle 

bec~~e it causes less dissension to 
pemut 1t than to deny it.,, 

The same view was exor last 
week in the • ftff. 

•~uend that 

the Village Board sa i(I, winville Co 
Committee. Y Yes to tli ¢.8 ~ conFert se~ 

In reaching its de . . eCt~ ,rti~ 19sz-83 ec• ~' at~ 1 
reviewed several lecis1on, Ui rlfJ' 1~d8Y'! ~ J\dlJU8s1or 
Exc~pt fo_r Glendon's gal _lllell\e ~~~llildi1;,e· perlormed 
marized 1n last we ' ~hich w or ~et }(fo to 
other~ f oun~ that th: ~m;nqlli:r W0

' . ,,.,,.11-•••••.1 
permitted, if not requ· ge isat' _,,,.,,. 

1 
A..,enue 

First Amendment to dlreu, llnq 1" 
95 

ceotr~ 
5 

fll. Y. 
C ·tte , eny th er 1r t 3 pla•" , omm1 e s application e Cr"' * 't'/111te 1 . 4 336 

Trustee Beatrice Und t 914 · 1 : 1 _ 4362 
third member of the La erwe~r t 914 · 7 

wrote that relevant f d w Collltni t WHITE PLAINS 
sions did not support ~f:al collrtd. * \.l: 
position'' that it would~~~•~ ''ncy- it 1' ~1 SO~ 
ment of the Creche Colllrnitte lll!fin~ It t\ ood Road 
Amendment rights to d e's F~ 1 433 i<oollW y 1 oso: 
Boniface Circle. She s~t Ilse it t48rtsd818• "'·

7 ~ 0 
courts do not regard the SYin~ :' l 914 - 946 ~~ 182 
pression of religion ... as a First uc t 914 - 9

48 
•••· 

ment right.' ' Alne it ••••••• 
Al~hough she stopped short of . ,f1f 

that 1t would be unconstitutionai: 
mit the creche, she contended t~ J. 

following the argument of a 1982 ul 
Circuit Co~ dec~ion (Donnelly , 
Lynch), for the village to grant~ 
Creche Committee's request wouldrc 
serve ' 'a secular purpose," it would' 
advance religion'' and would lead~ 
''excessive governmental enta~ 
ment'' with religion, thus fitting It! 
three basic criteria established by~ 
U.S. Supreme Court (Lemon v. Kurt­
zman) in 1971 to detennine whether1 
government action violates \bi 
religious establishment prohibition d 
the First Amendment. 

In concluding that the board sh~uli 
deny the request, Mrs. ~nderweiset 
stated, ''When it is on public land ... ~ 
when this board has to approve f 
placement, it understandable _tba J 
large segment of the conun~W ani 
that the government is approyi usiOll 
sponsoring one religion to-~~ e~~r tt, 
of others ... It is now tiJlle t one i 
( Creche) committee to acce~o it arA 

the alternative sites offer~ to remoii 
allow the village goyernrn~n roprla~ 
itself from the ~ghlY. 0~~etatitd 
function of mak1n~ in ~ . 
regarding religious r1ghts,ecei\'ed \fl\~ 

The Village Board also r rd Rubin~ 
ten arguments from Leona Junior 
Irving Sloan, a Scarsdal~ an e~~; 
social studies teacher an th 8greed...,rlf 
the U.S. Constitution. Bo ubllc pror-.:. 
to pen1lit the creche ~n ~ le of ~ 
would violate the pnncip 
tion of church and state, 

-
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-The tradition of the creche .disi>lay in Scarsdale every Christmas 
is one that we welcome and one that will continue, if the Creche i 
Conunittee takes advantage of one of the private sites available for 
it. We hope and trust that the co1ru'nittee will do so. -

1 The newer and unwelcome tradition of -the creche controversy 
riiay or may not continue. This·, too, depends on the Creche Com- r 
mittee. , · P 
· While we understand that the co1nmittee is convinced that it I\ 

should be permitted to use Boniface Circle if it wants to, we do not . a 
· see why it wants to, given the hard feelings stirred by its request VI 

a. and in view of the alternative sites available. s1 

True, a private site cannot be assured from year to year._ But c, 
then, neither can a public site, as the past two years have so pain- tl 
fully demonstrated. · sE 

• 
/ 

I 

• 
0 0 ar 

\ 

It was gratifying to see the village and the Vanguard bus com­
pany get together for amicable, good faith discussion of their dif­
ferences regarding the route taken by the three daily buses that the 
VIP Commuter Association charters. Instead of the confrontation 
that seemed imminent last week after thA trill~no .. ~,.0 ~+onorl .. "' 
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membership conce1·1111i0 ..,c•"''"' " ... , ..... ..., -­
vice System draft registration. We will 
continue in our efforts to oppose the 
draft registration law and to assist 
those who ask for draft counseling: 

''In light of our historic peace 
testimony and religious faith, we reach 
out to be of service to all young people 
who face registration. We encourage 
young people to explore the issue of 
military registration and to follow the 
dictates of their individual consciences. 

C 

'' .... , ---- ' . 

Meeting of the Religious :soc1~1ty v .. 

Friends, will do our utmost to support 
young people, whatever course they 
feel led to follow.'' 

GA y BERGER, Clerk 
The letter was also signe_d by Gaston 
and Martha Sudaka, Sybil An1! Bren­
nan, Helen Angell, Mary Ellen S~gsen, 
Leanna Goerlich and David K. 
Trumper. 

• 
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. To the Editor: offices and provide all village services 
' Wednesday, Dec. 1 is a blac~ day in as on any other clay. 

the history of Scarsdale. Trustee Glendon clearly answered 
In disallowing the Creche Committee any legal objection to the Creche Com-

the use of Boniface Circle, the trustees mittee's use of Boniface Circle. If the 
~ have lost sight o! the day we celebrate._ . trustees take exception to the legal 

'-'&~_ ... n+,_,, s day, Dec. 25, is the anniver'"' precedents cited in Mr. Glendon's re-
sary of the birth of Christ, a legal port, the courts are the proper forum 
holiday throughout our nation. The . ·for the exception. 

- crecbe is nothing more than a symbol of · In further answer to any religious 
the day we are celebr~ting. , · .conflic~ I would point out again, the 

0 · It is difficult, if not impossible·, to . trustees lose sight of the fact that 
- widerstand the logic used in connection Christmas is the anniversary of the 

with arriving at the board's decision. birth of Christ. It is not the anniversary 
W'lll the Village Board, using this same of the establishment of the Christian 
logic, now disallow all the symbols of faith. The true anniversary of the 

;e this holiday? Will all decorations be Christian religion is Easter Swiday 
h- re11oved or disallowed on public pro~ when Christ rose from death after being 

erty? Will the singing of Christmas crucified. 
, carols on public property be disallowed U a group applied to the village to 

_ or subject the participants to civil erect a cross, the symbol of Christianity 
g, penalties? on Boniface Circle at Easter time the 
im question , of religion would be proper 
ge 

out 

n 
tor 

don 

Perhaps the Village Board will want subject matter to be debated. 
to pursue its reasoning even further and Happy Christmas! · 
eliminate the holiday as a legal one in RAYMOND F. HENZE JR. 
Scarsdale and keep open Village Hall . 50 Woods Lane 

, 

' 

Shorter Work week advise 
' . 

To the Editor: 
. The proposed five cents a ga\lon addi .. 

tion ~ the g~soline tax will give little 
.____ _ _. n n._._.,,t.t,na man h~nlr tn 11rnr.Jr , ~ 

the work week· has shrunk from six 
days a week and 12 hours 8 day to 40 
hours a week. The quality of life im-
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a~e!ltee and wh . 
petitioners shoufu the said 
forthwith appo· tnot be 

~ such t in ed as 
. . emporary d 

m1n1strators during ~ 
pen~ency of this pro­
ce~ing or for such shorter 
period as the said Sur-

r rogate's Court may direct 
~ Dated, Attested and~ 
, ed, Nov. 16, 1982 

HON. LAWRENCE 
N. MARTIN, JR. 

t 
Acting Judge of 

surrogate's court 

PHILIP E. pUGSLErkY 
chief Cle 
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f cus and Marcus, c1ress i 
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scarsdale Creche Committee will f!tl Friday afternoon whether to 
ctee1 ;y the cr~che and, if so, where. 
aJSP comnrlttee s request to use village­
~ ed Boniface Circle was turned down 
o"1' the Village Board last Wednesday 
bf t i~re appear to be at least three 
~ible sites to choose from. Ronald 
~g, who own~ the commercial 
~rty across Chase Road from 
sc,niface Circle, has told the Creche 
CoJDOlittee that his land is available 
again this year. In 1981, the first year 
that the trustees denied the committee 
a,e of public property for the wood­
carved Nativity scene, the display was 
erected at the front of Durning' s pro­
perty, which was the site of the Frog 
Prince Proper Restaruant and will soon 
beused for another restaurant. 
Scarsdale Community Baptist 

Qmrch, which is at the corner of 
Pt.»bam and Autenrieth Roads, and 

arsdale Congregational Church, 
those property overlooks the Post­
eathcote-Drake-Crane Roads in­

ion, have also invited the com­
. to place the creche on their pro­

. ~- In extending his church's in­
tion to Patricia Curran, chairman 

. the Creche Committee, R. David 
le, moderator of the Congrega-
1 Church, said it was offered ''in 

~terest :of helping to heal this com­
.._, ty by providing a privately-~wned, 
""llcly-convenient vantage point on 

. the creche display may celebrate 
Mlll~J.rth of Christ and the brother-and- • 
~~rhOOd Of hwnankind every Advent 
~n from now on.'' 

• 

---........w...:.. ___ _ 
- --- D11r.,. ~ 

The Scars<bl~ L ,. ".IL '-' :a..a. 
V ?ters and t11e ;ar~gue of Women 
~ sponsor an Ed nt-~eacher Council 
mg on Thursda ucat1on Town Meet 
the Heathcote i:~· 16 at 8:15 p.m. a 

At the meetin 8 · 
Pisani and staJ~t~ Senator Josep 
Burrows will emblYinan Gordo 
Questions: address the followir 

1) How has th 1 • 
the Levittown de _egISlature reacted 

2) What h ecISion? 
the 1983-84 ~u:~r,s do. you_ foresee . 

3) What will be : state aid f onr1uJ 
of the Lev"tt e l~n~-range effE 
ed . . I own deC1S1on on put 

ucat1on in New York Stat ? 
4) .What is the future of ~~tion 

credit legislation? · 
A question and answer period 

follo~ ~ program. The public 
cor~llf invited to attend. 
~ IS the second in a serie 

meetings on public education spons 
by PT Council and the League ofWc 
Voters. Last January Albert Shal 
president of the American Feder 
of Teachers, addre~ed the comm 
on public education. 
.r-----------

SCHOOL BOARD 
MEETS MONDAY 

The Scarsdale Board of Ed· 
tion will hold its regular Decen 
meeting at Fox Meadow Sebo, 
Monday, Dec. 13 at 8: 15 p.m. 
Education Report will be con, 
· ed with the Orff approach to n 
instruction. Music teachers 0 
Rybak of Fox Meadow and 1 
Moses of Greenacres Schoo 
explain the methods used. 
students from the two schoo: 
demonstrate . 

• • • 

Ol 
By SARA BLOOM 

• 

The cross-section of opinio 
ed at Monday afternoon's v· 
program on housing point 

- • - -.-Ahl.om 



• 

11.ow~v t:.1, ,, ........ - ·--- - . 
ganization cannot survive without considerable financial sup-

o~rt. It must buy_ supplies, pay f~r insurance, maintain its he~d­
~uarters and veh1~les and keep its am~~lances and other eqwp­
ment current and 1n top operating cond1t1on. 

This month, as the Scarsdale Volunteer Ambulance Corps is con­
ducting its annual fund raising drive, we urge residents to respond 
generously. And, remember, when you give to the SVAC, it's a con-
tribution to your health. ' . 

' 
• 

• s 
. 

an 
• 

• air 

Of all the fallout from· the controversy over the creche, there has 
been none more misguided or unfair than the talk of boycotting 
Scarsdale stores that was heard last year and has surfaced again 
this year in the f or1r1 of flyers left last week on the windshields of 
cars parked on the street. . · 

There is no way of measuring how much, if any, effect the 
anonymous boycott advocates have had. But it is understandable 
that merchants, who are already suffering as a result o{ the ailing 
economy, are worried. -- ' , ~ · · · • ~- -

Whoever is behind the boycott effort should know that the local 
business community had ,absolute~y no role whatsoever in the 
dispute over the use of Boniface Circle~ That is a matter between 
the Scarsdale Creche Committee and the Village Board. Indeed, 
the Chamber of Commerce even sent a·.letter to the mayor, which 
was also published in this paper as a letter to the editor, in which it 
spelled out that it had no position on the creche question, except to 
urge that the matter be· resolved as promptly and peacefully ·as 
possible. -1 

• . 

Those who are upset by the Villa-ge Board's decision and also 
those who agree with it have ample opportunity to express their 
views, including at Village Board meetings; in the letters section of 
this paper and at other public forums. But to ma.ke storeowners in­
to scapegoats for something they had no responsibility for makes 
no sense and is potentially destructive. . 

We are convinced that anyone who looks at the facts will reject 
the boycott call as the absurdity that it is. • 
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Editor: . . · doubt if we would accept the use of n,. 
Trustee Glendon's brief regarding parks for the · Reverend M; 

the use of public land for the creche is ~ disciples. And d\d not the v:! 
both authorit.ative alJ(l scholarly. I find~ successfully remove people who oc! 
that I can , accept, his conclusions. pied a residence for some alleg~ 
However, the extension of his conclu- , religipus purpose? ' 
sions might· prove to be unacceptable · So, while Trustee Glendon's brief ~ 
to many. , · . a~ademicany· correct, pragmatically tt 

As far as my interest in public land . is fraught with problems. 
-is concerned, I'd have no objection in . \ This is the second successive year m 

allowing the Creche Committee ' to · . our Village Board has -had to make a 
exhibit Qn my share of. t,he total square · decision on the use of public lands for 

footage: However, tQ allow the , religious purposes. The hea_r~~s were 

pr~~nce of the creche would, ~ _my . to a degree ac~onio~, divIStV~ 
op1D19n, also e~able every religion, brought bad feelings into our· 
~ or group to have equal accessibil- community. ~ 
ity. .Ji Would it not be possiblefortbe'b'~ 

· ' " to enact a local ordinance pro~lllli 
~ am sure tlu:!.t the many Protestant the use of any public land ~or r~l 

faiths, the two basic Q.t]tolic groups fund-r_aisin~, a~d non-publidc fue year\1 
and the three divisions of Judaism . By domg this, it would en d for ~ 
would certainly be welc<nle. But will trotiblesome debates once :nto do ib 
we not have to draw a line? l am not 'so and would allow the ~~r one ~· 

ve ea ' cymbals an«1 drums. i 29 LJI1 
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~e history 
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;her day. red 
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ke exception to the legal 
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,urts are the proper forum 
,ption. elig' 
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;vould point out again, the 
se sight of the fact that 
. the anniversary of the 
lS . rsary 
ist. It is not the anmve. . 
.blishment of the Christian 
true anniversary of the 

religion is Easter Sun'!8Y 
t rose from death after being 

p applied to the ~ge. to 
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e Circle at Easter time the 
: religion would be proper 
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tristmas! 
RAYMOND F. HENZE JR. 
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eciprocity in new hiring in 
State were extended to 
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I am sure tha~sic C8_thollc groups By doing this, it would end tburposes, 

faiths, the two divisions of Judaism troublesome debates once anJ rear\~ 
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To the Editor: ditorial in the 
There was an e 22 1982 

Reporter Dispa~chRon N::wi~ sblted 
The editor, Mr. on . . , f the 
that ''he applauded the dec1Sio~ o 
Creche Committee.'' . . 

If Mr. Patafio welcomes a dec1Sion 
like that his judgment leaves much to 
be desired. That was one of the iworst 
decisions made in Scarsdale. 

Mayo~ Stone _ cast the deci~g v~te, 
which . was very sad. The Bible· $8-YS . 
that a house_ divided c~ot ~~nd. 
Well, my fri~nds, a , town . divided 
cannot stand either. · . ' 

If it wasn't for the Old Testainent 
(the Jews) there wo~~ n~ver be-the 
New Testament (Christia~t~) · I. ~o~ 
many people of the Jewish f~it~ · m 
Scarsdale that respect the ~hr~~ 
and their beliefs, and the Chr1Stians m 

• 
• 

. 

He'd rather be in 
To the Editor: 

For the past few wee~ I have been 
interested in reading of the commotion . 
caused by tl\e decision to· deny placing 
the creche in Boniface Circle. The 
apparent Qeed to editorialize the 
decision, and the letters to the editor in 
response, certainly revealed. a diviaed 
commwlity. The bigotry and intoler­
ance that have come to the surface are 

' 

most unfortunate. Apparently it has 
been latent for some . time~ and only 
showed itself when sufficient votes 
were in hand to terminate what had 
become a custom. 

The whole episode made me realize 
how fortunate I am to live in the 
Philadelphia area where tolerance and 
ecwne~ are not just preached, they 
are practiced. The two foil owing 
instances are· examples of this spirit. 
Inso~~ as ~ know no one in the city 
administration eve~ considered re-

' 

• 

turn .admire the Jews for th ir 
traditions and f~it_h. •, 

It is my • opm1on that instead 
dividing a town, the Christians an 
Jews of Sca~s_dale wi~ unite and figh . 
for their rel1g1ous freedom which the 
cherish dearly. 

Because I was curious to find out if 
Mr. Ron Patafio were a Scarsdale ~ 
taxpayer, I checked the Westchester 
Putnam 1982 telephone book. There is 
only one Ron Patafio listed and he lives 
in Hartsdale. Very interesting! 

It seems to me, that people outside of 
Scarsdale are perpetuating a problem 
that does not concern th~m .. ~'s not 
let people like Ron Pataf10 divide us. 

Great towns are made by great 
people let's keep Scarsdale that way. 

FLO~NCE D,ELANEY 
21 Barry Road 

Philadelphia 
nts from fusing either of these eve 

taking place. ul visited 
When Pope John Pa ere 

Pltlladelphia a platfor1n and al~~ ~ 
erected on the parkway whi~t hall, 
from the arts museum to the c Y was 
The mass celebrated there ds of 
attended by h~clreds of tbousan 
all faiths. - lacement 

The other event was the f Indepen· 
of a 30-foot tall m~nor~h T park in 
denc~ National Hist~rica 
center-city Philadelphia. events to 

I hope that bringing these ome belP 
your attention might be ?f s tolerance 
towards a start in promoting surelY no 
and good will in Scarsdale. placing 
one can possibly construe the 
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1a1e High School band members K1tsuKa 
- Kerri Albano and Joanne Christn~~ht; 
~ut candy canes Sunday at the conclusion 

Julie Leonzio; Dr. Joe Albright, SHS 
ill lead the sing ; and John Hawkins, 
lub's Special Events Committee, which 

Creary argued that ''the constitut1ona1 
guarantee of religious freed.om is pre­
eminent in this case and should be 
given precedence'' over the section of 
the First Amendment prohibiting 
government establishment of religion. 
She concluded by urging the board to 
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Denied the use of Boniface Circle, its use again this year. So too had the 
the Scarsdale Creche Committee has Community Baptist Church, located on 
decided not to put its carved wood Popham Road at the corner of 
depiction of the Nativity on display Autenrieth, and Scarsdale C.on-
anywhere in Scarsdale this year. ·gregational Church, whose lawn ,over-

At a meeting last Friday, the , looks the intersection of Post, Heath-
Creche Committee voted unanimously cote, Crane and Drake Roads. In 
not to ·erect the creche at :any of the offering its property, the Congrega-
privately owned sites available to it. .. . tional ·Church had said that the site 

Patricia Curran, chairman of the would be available for the creche 
• 

committee, told The Inquirer that ''the ''every·Advent season from now on.'' 
basic reason'' for not usi~g ' the · _Mrs. Curran said that the Creche 
property across the street from Committee will ~eet again in January 
Boniface Circle, where the creche .was ''to .look into ,the different options 
displayed last Christmas, is that ''it available to us in the future.'' The 
offers no permanent solution.'' Another committee also issued a · statement 
reason, she said is that the committee saying: • 

''The creche will not be displayed in 
Scarsdale this year. The Scarsdale 
Creche Cdmmittee believes that it has 
a constitutional r~ght to erect the 
creche on public property and believes 
that the village trustees have violated 
this right.'' . 

is ''very much afraid of the same 
incident'' as last year, when the creche_ 
was moved surreptitiQusly from in 
front of the recently closed Frog 
Prince Proper restaurant onto , Boni­
face Cercle, where it had been 
displayed every year from 1957 to 1980. 
The creche suffered considerable 
~ge in th~ 1µ1authorized move, 
which was carried out during the night 

· by persons unknown. 

The Creche Committee consists of 
representatives of Scarsdale~s three 
Catholic churches, three Lutheran 
churches, the Baptist church and the 

• 

Ronald Durning, owner of the 
property on Chase Road, had offered 

• 

Th11 Tnurn rl,,h hn ... 

Episcopalian church. · 
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holidays? Is this still the Year of Our 
Lord 1982? Tell me do we really 

. 

.l tlUlVJ.1-L) i:>V1V11V.1.fi.l,,. .l .lvV 

7 4 Sprague Road 
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The following letter to Mayor Jean 
Stone was also submitted to The 
Inquirer for publication. 

Dear Madam: 
It is with a heavy heart that we write 

to you deploring your decision to deny 
the use of Boniface Circle to the 
Scarsdale -Creche Committee. Just 
another case of ''There's no room at the 
inn.'' 

We are attaching a copy of our For 

the most important document in 
American history and the most inspired 
writing in world history that ever flow­
ed from the hand of man alone. 

''The Declaration is the official and 
unequivocal recognition by the 
American people of their belief and 
faith in god. It is a religious 9ocument 
from its first sentence to its last. It af­
firms god's .existence as a 'se'l.f-evident' 
truth which requires no further discus-
sion or debate. / 

Such iten 
pennit f eesl 
telephone 
record and t 
ment, game 
woodworkin 
community 

Rep~ 
God & Country Committee's report of 
Dec. 8, 1982 which giyes you a picture of 
how the American Legion feels about 
this issue. We are also shocked by your 
arbitrary rejection of the recommenda­
tions made by your Advisory Council 
for Human Relations and of the superb 
brief prepared by a member of your 
Legal Committee. , 

''The nation creat~d by the great 
declaration is god's country. The rights 
· it defines are god-given. The actions of 

· its signers are god-inspired. There are 
five references to god-god as creator 
of all men, god as the supreme 
lawmaker, god as the source of all 
rights, god as the world's supreme 
judge, and god· as our patron and pro­

To the Ed 
Although 

there is, iJ 
Committee, 
called the 
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Committee' 
purpose of 1 
a fleeting n 
via a quicl 

Our position is supported 100 percent 
by the chairman of our National 
Americanism Commission.-· He 
represents millions of Legioonaires. It 
is also supported by the department 
commander of New York State whose 
membership runs into the hundreds of 
tho,1sa nds. I speak for about 6,000. 
Westchester Legionnaires. . · 

Please realize that we are living in a 
world suffering• from universal moral 
decay. Patriotism has become a dirty 
word. America is faced and threatened, . 
as never before, by a world-wide 
a~eistic conspiracy whose principal 
allllS are (1) To enslave the world; (2) 
To obliterate all religion. It is a tragic 
fact that most Americans do not . 
understand what communism is all 
about and therefore are easily misled 

, by the conspiracy's semantic warfare 
featuring disinfon'llation and misinfor­
mation in our media. 

Countless Americans, including the 
four who voted against the· creche, ap­
pear not to be aware of what America 
has stood for since its very beginning. 
We quote from a Sept. 1982 editorial in 
our publication, The Westchester 
Legionnaire and for your· benefit repro­
duce the following excerpts: 

''The Declaration of,lndependence is · 

tector. 
• 

. ''The Declaration of Independence scene, as PE 
proclaims that the purpose of govern- religious fc: 
ment · is to secure our god-given throw the i 
unalienable individual rights, and that States of Ar 
government derives its power from the good deeds 
consent of the governed. For the first by the auth1 

time in history, government was reduc- the U.S.O. o 
ed from master to servan,t. to the fa·r re 

''Whereas the U.S. Constitution has the morale 
had to suffer the slings and arrows of groups . 
outrageous Supreme Court interpreta- I recent!: 
tion and judicial distortion, neither the observe the 
meddling judges nor the bungling , 
bureaucrats have been able to confuse Bus 1 
or distort the Declaration of In- • 
dependence.'' 

We urge that the four offending 
trustees should read every word of the 
Declaration of Ihdependerice. We have 
frequently expressed our concern that 
secular humanism was becoming a na­
tional religion. Effects have been par­
ticularly damaging in our schools and • 
in our churches. 
. Perhaps you will decide to add to the 
joy, the hope and the inspiration of a 
blessed Christmas in Scarsdale rather 
than to an ugly gloating celebr~tion in 
Moscow. I 

JAMES MATTS, County Conunander 
Westchester County American Legion· · 
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- ··The proposals submitted illustrate the various 
types of protection available and costs . . The 

presentation, ~hich i~c1uaeo 
containing various kinds of 
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· To the Editor: · 
In Washington last weekend I was 

constitutional law. Do you s~ppose 
they know something Scarsdale's v9cal , 

· delighted to see a htige, lighted 
l menorah on public park land facing the 

front of the White House. And 

majority does not? . 
Shalom and ·happy Chanukah. 

~ Washington is full of lawyers versed in 
• 
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To the Editor: . separate church from state? 

Once again the village of Scarsdale . . Do we now have two factions _in · 
is in the news. By ~a vote of four to . . Scarsdale? . I was appalled at the 
three, the .trustees and mayor 'have . conclusion of the meeting, Wednesday, 
turned down the Creche Committee. . Dec. . 1st, when after the vote was . . 

The reason, separation of church and · taken, there were _handshakes, kisses 
~ state? _ : ' and hugs by the trustees and mayor 
•f Do we still swear the President of the as though they were celebrating ·some 
r- United States into office with a Bible? sort of victory. Is it now .a case of them 

· Does our currency · stµl bear the . against the people of Scarsdale? I 
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Legend, ''In God We Trust?'' Do we sincerely hope not! 
still close public schools for religious 
holidays? Is this still the Year of Our . . . 

Lord 1982? Tell me do we really 

. 
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The following letter to Mayor Jean 
Stone was also submitted to 'The 

, 

Inquirer for publication. 

Dear Madam: . 
It is with a heavy heart that we write 

to you deploring your decision to deny 
the use of Boniface Circle to· t.hP 

the most important document in 
American history and the most inspired 
writing in world history that ever flow­
ed from the hand of man alone·. 

''The. Declaration is the official and 
. uneq~1vocal recognition by the 
American people of their belief and 
faith ~n g_(?d. It is a religious document 
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ment mon1tor1ng was subject tha~ l><>li ~ 
costly false alarms due to weat to hne cc~ ~ 
pointed out the superiority of her ~olldit~tt, \ 
supplied by his company. Th;~dio lllolli.~l'isq~ 
telephone relay from an alar elay cau 0titit~ 
private monitoring company a Ined_ ho111:4~ 

d tan extra · . 
il cos t· onal installation 
.eluded opl:ce department's 
to the po th or a radio 
plus $48 a mon , 
lmonitoring·company for an 
>lus $29 a month. . , 
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headquarters was dismissed by~- finaUy ~ lo~ 
cant. . iener as ins~ ;-impressed with ~1ener s . 

:luded a demonstr~t1on box 
ds of security devices that 
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To the Editor: . . ·· _private right .. Churches and ci~ 
I am shocked and.dis1nayed by Trust- ·. . who want to display the crechecan 

ee Glendon's report (as published in. indee~ do so on their own pro~ 
your paper on November 25th) that Since Boniface Circle is public pn, 
supports the display of the creche in ty, this property along· with ,. 
Boniface Circle.-Glendon argiles that if funds, should not be used for 
the request to display the creche'\is. ~··private ''right.'' . 
denied ''the right of free exercise ·of Furthtr1nore, Boniface Circle m · 

· religion would be denied-.'' . , . · cent~r of Scarsdal~ Village, rep~ 
However, according to the 10th and ls identified with Scarsdale ll1fJ 

~en~en~ , to the Constit1itioii, the people of Scarsdale. S?Dce 4:, 
nght which he mentions does not in · dale citizens do not identif? 1 tc 

fact belong to the Village of ~arsdale, creche, it seems mappropr!B e 
· b~t to the people who live within that · play it Qn this piece of )and,~ 

village. · . "' .. n.a.• • AV 

The "free exercise of religion" is ,a · _ . 112Bl'lte 
, 

• nnin 
I To ·the Editor: 

On behalf Qf the Edg · · 
Center and its 77 f ~ont Children's 
users, the board amu~ members and 
Edgemont Childr ~f directors of the 
to thank the en s _Center would like 
h11ai9'---- approxunat~lv 1M · , __ _ .. 
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To the Editor: £dge1110nt Children's 
. on behalf Qf the faniiIY members and 
Center and its 7~ f directors of the 
users, the c'wf Jr.e;,s Center would likel 
Edgemont xunately 100 loca 
to thank the app~~tions and tndivid­
businesses, corpo tribJtions to help 
uals who gavrte concosts of our after­
offset the sta -up 
school child care pro~ram. d building 

such items as zoning an 
rmit fees, fire protection equipment, 

pe h m· stallation bookshelves, 
telep one ' ui record and tape players, athletic eq ~ 
ment, games, art supplies, ~locks, an 
woodworking tools were fmanced by 
community donations. The list of spon-

• 

which is availab~ uur. Par 
in the Seely Place it the c:t ~~ 
to every parent us· ch0o1 ~!~r, r ~. 

Ing th , ~1<1 • ~ 

the Edgemont Cbllr nelt ~ · 
begin discussions dren's ~ Pt~~ 
modifications in concerntn llt~r ) 

co1nmwlity membe OUr Pro~ ~ 
voice their sugg~t~ho 'lfo111~ \ 
future program Plann ~ and h II\; 
aged to call Peggy i;g are etli 
Jean Mitrakos, 123-3439,tn, 472-~ 
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To the Editor: _ .· ~ ~asting sub-committee. It was bro 
Although it is not widely known, to . my attention that all ~ 

there is, in addition to the Creche exclusive of the major roles, were~~ 
Conunittee, another group in Sc. rsdale t~a~t. 
called the ''Live and Mobile "' .. eche · · 
Conunittee~' (L.M.C.C.). It - is the . The bii part candidates considm. 
purpo~e of this orgaoization to provide were quite interesting. Nomina~ 
a fleeting moment of spiritual respite. · though losing, were three rrt 
via a quick viewing of the NativttY trustees for the parts of the wise Ill 

~e sc~n~, as perfonned by actors, to those The four remaining trustees ml! 
n- religious fanatics · crusading to over- substantial yet insufficient su~porl 
in . throw the government of the United _ _ residents of Bethlehem who reJ1 
it 8tates of America through worship and tempor~ry lodging for tbe 1~ 
te good deeds before being h Farnily. Unanimously elected~ 

.. _ the U S O of th . IS not very .unlike 

s 
jf groups. 1 180 ted_ guerrilla 
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i;gi~1at~~s for their steadfast advocacy. Of a ro;r·d~;ia~;~~ th; 
villa e staff who worked so hard to provide the ar 

arkway would be damaging to the surrounding a~ea' e coun Y 

table to local residents and to the state; and t~ t ~ s e. ~overn­
ment for the open process it followed in reac~g its dec1s1on. 

Ab' 11 however praise is due Jeff Stein and the ot~er 

tion to Preserve the Hutch for the or~anizati~n, skill a!1d . 
thoroughness with which they set out to ac~~ve the1_r goal. Theirs 
was a textbook example of how effective c1t1zen action can be . 
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_ ··: We suspect that alrnost everybody in Scarsdale has had his fill of 
ihe seemingly endless debate over the creche .. Even those who feel 

~ most passionately, one way or .the other, about whether the creche 
i: ~belongs on Boniface -Circl~,. Want the controversy to be resolved 
i ·soon. Unfortunately, it does not·appear __ that this will be the case. 
: ~ However, we do see a silver lining in the dark cloud of.controver­
i "sy that has hung over Scarsdale in recent Christmas seasons. In-
.. stead of simply being angry with the Village Board for denying the 

~~ two creche requests, those who disagree with its decision seem this 
: ·year, more than in the pas~, to be having a real_ dialogue with those 
• ·who don't believe religious displays belong•on public property. At 
:: _this week's meeting of the Village Board, both views were express­
~,. ed clearly and both sides seem to be listening to the o·ther and 
t • understanding the feelings and principles involved. · · 
' At the very least, the dialogue has meant there is more 
· understanding in the con1111unity. We hope-that better -understan- · 

· ding will enhance the prospects for a mutually acceptable and per~ 
t manent solution. . . - , . 
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(C<>nfinued fr<>m Page 1) . . 
: ''.resolve the doubt in favor of those who 

w_ish -~o _exercise their right of freed om 
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· religion and· establishment clauses of 
the · First Amendment, he · said that, 
when no ''comoellin2 state ouroose'' is 
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• • a er secon CV e IS re ecte 
By DAVID KIRKWOOD 

KathleenS. McCreary, coordinator of 
a group of 17 Scarsdale residents 
whose request to display a creche o~ 
Boniface Circle was rejected Tuesday 
night by the Village Bo:ird, said 
Wednesday that there is "a very strong 

possibility" that the group will file suit 
against village officials charging that 
they have denied its constitutional right 
of freedom of religious expression. 

" I'm not sure we have a great deal of 
choice," Mrs. McCreary, an attorney, 
told The Inquirer. " I feel Mayor Stone 

rr1- _ 'll be at the circle on Sunday 
i 1i,e,y will be heard Sunday, Dec. 19 at 3 p.m. at 

The sound~ of t~e sea;~;rt of Scarsdale's downtown when !h~ Town 
Boniface Circle ,n the I Christmas carol sing. Everyone 1s invited 
Club sponsors i~~ annua t which is being moved to Boniface Circle 
to join in the traditional. ~ven 'Hall Among those who will be partici-

a tter many years at Vil aged he~e in photo taken at the circle. 
h e Picture 

pating are t os 

Parkway decision 
-:-a~~----

wants a test case. She has forced us into 
that positioo." 

Mrs. McCreary expressed disaP: 
pointment that " in spite of the il­
luminating discourse on the part of 
William Glendon" ( one of the three 
trustees on the seven-member board 
who voted to permit the creche), the 

~ 

,,1 -

majority voted this week, as it had on 
December 1 in response to the original 
Scarsdale Creche Committee's request, 
not to permit the display on public pro­
perty. Mrs. McCreary observed that 
four trustees voted to reject the creche 
even though, she asserted, none of them 
has argued that the village is prohibited 

They are, from left, Scarsdale High School band members Kitsuka 
Watanabe, Timothy Clear, Kerri Albano and Joanne Christnacht; 
San~a, who wi ll be handing out candy canes Sunday at the conclusion 
of the sing; 3½-year-o ld Julie Leonzio; Dr. Joe Albright, SHS 
band conductor, who will lead the sing; and John Hawkins, 
chairman of the Town Club's Special Events Committee, which 
Is organizing the carol sing. 

Bernice Jones photo 

under the Constitution's separation of 
church and state doctrine from permit­
ting erection of a religious syJnbol on 
public land. Rather, she contended, the 
four turned down the creche as "social­
ly undesirable." 

The term was one µsed by Joseph 
Ulhnan, one of the trustees·who voted 
for the creche, at the Dec. 14 meeting in 
explaining what tie saw as his col­
leagues' reason for voting no: Ulhnan 
said later that it was an "unfortunate 
phrase." What he meant, he·explained, 
was that the trustees who voted . no 
believe that display of the creche on 
Boniface Circle is "something that stir­
red up trouble in town," which is 
"undesirable. " 

The 17 individuals, who submitted 
their request to the Village Board last 
week, are not affiliated with the 
Scarsdale Creche Committee, which 
has displayed a creche in Scarsdale 
every Christmas since 1957. Its request 
for use of Boniface Circle was turned 
down two weeks ago for the second con­
secutive year. 

The creche that the new group seeks 
to display belonged to the McCreary 
family. Mrs. McCreary, who described 
it as "small, discreet and tasteful," 
said that in past years her family has 
displayed it in their home on 
Southwoods Lane. 

During Tuesday night's discussion 
preceding the board's vote, Mrs. Mc­
Creary argued that "the constitutional 
guarantee of religious freedom is pre­
eminent in this case and should be 
given precedence" over the section of 
the First Amendment prohibiting 
government establishment of religion. 
She concluded by urging the board to 

(Ccntinued on page 6) 
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Committee says it 
u,ou_'t di.flnlav creche 

• 

• 



• 

• 
• 

• . 

• 

l,,&AA"-&"' A..., __ ,.. __ '-"" 

ding will enhance the prospects for a mutua11y accep1,c1u1t: c111u ~c1 - N 
· manent solution. 
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(C<,nfinuedf r<,m Page 1) 
.. ' 'resolve the doubt in favor of those who 
~ wish to exercise their right of freed om 

of religion.'' Her statement drew loud 
· applause . from listeners, who nearly 

filled Rutherford Hall. 
All the other speakers from the floor 

also called on the board to permit use of 
Boniface Circle, Kevin Healy stated, 
''If we don't get it tonight we'll be back 

,. and we'll be back and we'll be back.'' 
r Another citizen, Corky Thompson, 

/, . 
said of the display of. the creche, ''rrus 

I, is a right that I am guaranteed and I 
:- want this right. I want it for my 

children and I want it for everyone in 
: my community.'' 
t Although he voted for pe1-i1litting the 

display of the Nativity scene on the cir­
: cle, Trustee Joseph Ulhnan disagreed 
: with the contention that the board must 
, permit it. He predicted if a suit if filed, 
f the court ''is very likely to say we don't 
· have to pennit it and we don't have to. 

! prohibit it!W e'll be left right where we 
: are.'' 
· . Mayor Jean Stone, who voted against 

the request, said that most of the board 
' believes there is '' no clear-cut legal 

direction that says you can't or you 
must'' permit the creche. ''I would not 
welcome a suit,'' the mayor a~ded, but 
she also noted that citizens have a right 

. to take the matter to court. 
Trustee Glendon, who earlier had 

· prepared a legal memorandwn arguing 
that the Constitution requires the 

• Village Board to accede to the first 
· Creche Committee's request, 

reiterated his position. Although 
acknowledging the existence of ''a ten­
sion'' between the free exercise of 

t 
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• religion and establis-hment clauses of 
the · First Amendment, he said that, 
when no '' compelling state purpose'' is 
served by denying the exercise of 
religion, then the government must per-
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mit it. 
'' If this were a menorah or a symbol 

of any other religion I ·would vote the 
same way,'' Glendon 

1

said, adding, 
''this is the single most important deci­
sion that this board will make in its 

• 

tenure. I think we did it wrong.'' 

Loi 

Despite the lengthy discussion this 
week, all the trustees voted as they had 
13 days earlier. Mayor Stone and 
Trustees Betty Brown, Edward 
Falkenberg and Beatrice Underweiser · In 
voted to deny the second creche re­
quest. Trustees Martin Bowen, Glendon 
.and Ulhnan voted to permit it. 
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Although none of the majority argued 
its side at the board meeting, Trustee 
Underweiser said afterwards that she 
''totally disagrees'' with the claims that 
''there is a constitutional mandate 
under the First Amendment'' to per1nit 
the creche to be displayed on public· 
property. 

''We are not infringing on anyone's . h1 

right to _practice their teligion,'' she in- tl 
sisted. ''You may put a creche, a 
menorah or a Buddhist temple on 
private property anQ I have no right as 
a public official to stop you or even to 
comment on it.'' 

Mrs. Underweiser, .who, like Glendon 
and Ullman is a· lawyer, said that in 
cases of this nature the courts have con­
sistently treated the issue as one con­
cerning establishment of religion, not 
freedom of religious expression. 
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AMF. Cawley 
Charles BuUer 
Cllrlsllne BuUer 
C. C. Balant.Yne 
Paul D. Esson 
R. f. Wtar 
N<lncy AM C.... 
Nancy Wear 

• 

t. Rlchud Quigley 
John Furniss 
WallacoOftn 
Margaret Furniss 
Mrs.~• U. Baylles 
Don>lhu Mathews 
Molly Alltn 
Dorothy Bamttl 
SandnlSherrard 
Peter G. Horrocks 
John Jefferis 
Dougla$ McCarter 
Ntr)'SHon-oc:1<$ 
MaryO>apman 
Signe Oloon 
AM O'Neill 
Dorothy K. KuhlmaM 
Elizabeth J. Kuhlman 
Joan Gaiser 
ThettsaPusawi 
LaurtntKrob 
Anthony Pusateri 
LucyCWleo 
Alvin I. CWleo 
Cllhtrine Kean 
Geran!F.Clnavan 
Mrs. Arthur J. Shea 
Mrs. Frank J. Dw.anny 
Frank J. D""1lnny 
Constance L l,au.arn 
Edward M. Maher 
Ila.,_ Fitzmaurice 
AM Tavola<c( ' 
c.cllia Braa!Qgton 
Margaret McK. Treacy 
Margaret Drohan 
Oianac-y 
Dorothy Meehan 
Dennis Meehan 
Wm. R. BrasslngtQn 
Mary McNab 
Mona Ward 
Mrs. Peter M. Fahrendorf 
HenryC. Ross 
Dominic Aposloli 
DonJthea B. Redws 
Franl<G.Redws 
Jeanntlleckus 
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Mt. and Mrs. Thomas Corey 
Mrs. John W. Vaughey 
Russell OeBlasi 
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Mt. and Mrs. Joseph H. Foley, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. August Piazza 
Mr. and Mrs. J.ames Grifferty 
Mrs. and Mrs. Frank Burke 
Mrs. Henry McCormack 
Michael J. Burke 
Edith Crant 
Mrs. and Mrs. Louis B. Utzler 
Mrs. and Mrs. Benjamin Onorato 
Mrs. and Mrs. Theodore Vittoria. Jr. 
Mrs, and M.-s. Vincent Vallorio 
Mrs. and Mrs. Edward I. O'Brien 
Richard Caccuito 
Mary Charles Bouvet 
Mrs. and Mrs. Paul A. Richardo 
Tom Cawley 
M~dallne L'Abbate 
Salvatore L'Abbate 
Mary A. Cawley 
Margaret Aylward 
Mary A. Rogers 
MaryBentdict 
Glw De Arteaga 
Pauline Cinqulni 
Mrs. and Mrs. M. Conklin 
Mary Ellen Healy 
Ida Caggiano 
Tbcmas Soounanlico 
Paula SommanUco 
Ludovit Sevcik 
Marla Sevcll 
Mrs. and Mrs. Daniel Langford 
RobertJ.Russo 
Mary Lou Russo 
NinaM-
Albert J. Tiberi 
Mary Carr· 
Greg Tbompsnn 
Sal Garofalo 
Marte Garofalo 
John Sl!eeney 
SueFreach ' 
Theodore Cerino 
AlbertAttllanl 
Kathi RolenlNlum 
Irene 8-nbaum 
MaryGhloal 
V1clor Ghloal 
RinaGhloal 
Rlcbard H. Gut 
TereuGut 
Rldlant J r....i 
Palrida Gut 
Carol A. Hegarty 
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An Open Lett,er 

Many or us have Joined together to write this letter because ol our concern with the Village Board's rejection 
o( the application to place a creche at Boniface Circle. . ed · e It neither 

Some o( us Celt that the Board did not give this Issue the careful cons!deration rbeqj ul( l !1
~;ance o( the 

sought the views o( impartial experts nor devoted any time to discussmg the su ec n 
December deadline. . . r • c edom must 

Others believed the Board had violated our constitutional rights since indiv1~ual re igious re e said 
always prevail unless there is a clear Supreme Court precedent abridging such rights. Even Mayor st0n 
there is "no clear-cut legal direction." . . • r edom 

There was one view to which all of us subscribed: Our country was founded on the sp1r1t of religious f e 
and tolerance and we had assumed that extended to all in Scarsdale. . . . • arks 

Our traditions include religious celebrations in the Commons of Boston; sunnse services m public P 
throughout the country; and a menorah display opposite the White House. . 

The nativity scene should not be a divisive issue but the Board has, unfortunately, made 1t .~o. . 
We have been to\d that the Board members rejected the creche on conscience. We cannot believe that that ts 

the conscience of Scarsdale. 
We hope that everyone in our community who opposes religious intolerance will speak out. 
To all, we wish "PEACE ON EARTH, GOOD WlLL TOWARD MEN." 

Cotlcy Thompson 
John P. Hegarty 
Robcrt Stimpson 
NataUc A. dlTarglanl 
Paul I. Mahncn 
James J. Dickson 
Joan H. Dick,on 
John K. Whelan 
Mary A. Whelan 
Richard D. MUes 
Don Catabrcse 
J. Calabrese 
K. Koulfman 
Sr. Nancy KeUer 
Mary Bentdlct 
Olrl,Une Buri<e 
William Klng 
MaryC. Wasaa 
John Wasacz 
Geraldine King 
Therese Rosengron 
Mary Murtagh 
Mrs. Stave 
Ann Lewis 
Tina Caliendo 
Dale J. Lange 
Cecilla Eckstein 
G«don Dullield 
Therese J. Fagan 
Edward P. Fagan 
Kathletn Doyle 
Thomas J. Mvrtagh 
Patricia Marie Curran 
Rev. Robert Grippo 
Suwart Pillette 
Joseph I. Cassidy 
Marian Kelly 
Patricia F. Keating 
Rooe Zale 
Walter S. HOIJ8),1on 
Alma McLean 
John Lynch 
Norma J. Fraser 
caryn Hill 
Norman ,\. Fra.set 
Peter I. Hill 
William H. Fta.ser II 
Mary C. Fraser 
Arthur G. Messenger 
Peter Hill 
Patricia Walsh 
Thomas F. Walsh 
Matthew Callaghan 
Georgann Callaghan 
FttdHarmon 
AM Harmon 
Nancy Metz 
KeMethMetz 
Jean Metz 
Donald Metz 
Joanne Cea 
Louis Cea 
David Buchanan 
Mary Buchanan 
Thomas Kellbach 
Carol Keilbach 
Wendy Dubbs 
Ivan Dubbo 
Ann Sllea 
Roberto Zlegert 
Helen Gencbl 
Vito Genchl 
M. J . Rand 
Dr. Joan Werthman 
Robert Werthman 
Hope Werthman 
Bill Werthman 
Andrew Smith 
Patricia l,ydon 
Anne B, Brown 
David I. Loretto 
Virginia Fehlhaber 
William Fehlhaber 
Jean Edwardo 
Edward W. Edwards, Sr. 
Mary Lou Van Name 
Mira Kelly 
Clyde Kelly 
Michelle Vander Heijden 
Desiree Kelly 
Stefanie Kelly 
Athena Kelly 
John 0. Hawkins 
Dan Rogers 
Trudy Mulcahy Howard 
David J. Mell . 
Margaret Scott 
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John Thies 
Robert McCreary 
K•thlcen McCrearv 
Wllllnm uonohuc. Sr. 
Clolro Donohue 
Nancy Donohue 
Wlllinm Donohue. Jr. 
Bnrburn Mnstoloni 
Pattlctn O'Hora 
John O'Hara, 
Jt\mcs O'Hnra 
Hobert Hough 
Ann Hough 
A. Patrick DeSnnlls 
Patricin Dc&nli$ 
Berthe Bermingham 
Patricia Flynn 
Pierce Flynn 
Marguerite Hn1adcy 
Edwnrd HaladC)' 
Marie Gnrvcy 
Gloria Maresca 
Miehucl Iachetta 
Louise Scott 
Georgia t.yrns 
Nicholas t.yrus 
Sal Gulla 
Mary Gulla 
Elizabeth Porter 
Mory Carol Miller 
Curtis Fillmore 
Joan Jackson 
William P. Kostrcwskl 
Gladys Pond 
Jan Bodine 
Phyllis Fillmore 
DcUef G. Lchnardt 
Gerald VarleY, . 
Jerry Naughton 
Marva Jex 
Victor B. Jex 
J. Martin Pond. Jr. 
S.,lla Lchnardt 
F. Charles Graves 
Douglas Jackson 
David Zilenzigcr 
David C. PoUei 
Craig E. Stevenson 
P. Michael Anderson 
Meredith B. Anderson 
Mary Ann Pollci 
Helen Stone 
John Stone 
Roscmar'ie Annetta 
Louis E. Annetta 
Natalie Pomponi 
Robert Pomponi, Jr. 
Barbara M. Whelan 
Charles W. Whelan 
Mary Baldwin 
Mary&nn Mastoloni 
Anthony Casale 
Frank Mastoloni, Sr. 
F.rands MW21.oJJL..Jc. 
Gall PTppo 
Louis Pippo 
Ronnie Guarantc 
Joseph Guaranle 
Josephine Jayburg 
Joseph Rogers 
Signe Rogers 

....._ Anthony Rusclano 
Joyce Rusci.ano 
Vlnoent Lalli 
Lucy Lalli 
Angela Pislecchia 
B. DcLuca 
Pblllppa Cacciato 
Joann Edwards 
Ned Edwards 
Janice Malmgren 
Bob Malmgren 
Noreen Madden 
Jackle Madden 
Margaret DeRobertis 
Ulllan Nuzzi 
Frank DeRobertis 
Tom Robb 
Carol Robb 
Aubrey Footer 
Sarah Footer 
Loretta DILorenzo 
Joseph t. Shaw 
Wllllam S. May 
Judy s. Durning 
RolSert Lambert 

Rosamund Dtapkln 
David Dtapkln 
John Blake 
Mary Ellen Blake 
Aug111l Kohtlo 
Vita M. Kohtlo 
B. Boeltlnghelmer 
E. BoetUnghelmer 
Cloudla Palmer 
John Gorham 
Maureen Gorham 
Helen Todaro 
Joseph Todaro 
JohnWllllams 
Allred Couo 
Theodore Kelly 
Virginia D. Barry 
James J. Hogan 
James P. O'Brien 
Edward A. Peduzzi 
Carol L. Miner 
Joan Ann Mellon 
Kenneth P. Miner, Jr. 
Rooe M. Mancuso 
Aleta L. Tomanelli 
Loul$e PancoW 
Nlchow Rambone 
Joopeh MllnganicUo 
Janette Nute 
Theodore Vittoria 
Joseph Marino 
Vincent Petrucelll 
Giacomo DeLazuro 
Angelo Gulgllano 
Jean Conklin 
Anastasia VanDriel 
Ellen Walsh 
Robert Walsh 
Margaret M. Covino 
Gatherine Kleisner 
Leonardo Rossi 
F. E. Reynolds 
Mllllcent Reynolds 
Rowland Miller 
Florence P. Meehan 
Patricia Meehan 
Marguerite Valance 
Florence Delaney 
Ulllan Keelet 
Edwin Keeler 
Joan Keeler 
David G. Fitzmaurice 
Mary E. Fitzmaurice 
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Mr. and Mrs. Lewis E. Munday 
VI Dieck 
BobDieck 
Mary Lee Hartzell 
Mrs. Bert Hammel 
Mrs. Joseph Blute 
John Filby 
Norah Filby 
Joan Farrell 
John Farrell 
Francis X. Casey 
Edward P. Casey 
Frank J. Casey, Jt. 
Patricia Stimpson 
Madlelne R. Stimpson 
Christopher W. Stimpson 
Robert DiLorera.ii ' 
Joe Dryer 
Ella Midtbo 
Doris Adler 
Kenneth Adler 
Maureen P. O'Brien 
Florence Torpy 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Palladino 
Mrs. Peter Sullivan 
W. F. Cullom 
Charles J . Kling 
Ellzabeth Petrucem 
Joan Mulcahy 
James O'Donnell 
MariaMe 01 DoMell 
Nancy O'DonneU 
Jeanne Queenan 
John Queenan 
Veronica Blbono 
Daniel Blbona • 
Susan French 
Thomas French 
James O. Curry 
Shella 0. Curry 
Grace G. Camuti 
George Keeler 
Carol Keeter 
E. Richard E. Keeler 
Patrick Coen 

• 
Kevin R. Healy 
James J. Boyle 
Helen A. Blake 
Robert J. Blake 
Dorothy M. Blluen 
Peter J. Lynch 
Mary Lynch 
Gerry Ryan 
Sarah Ryan 
G<ne Panessa 
George Kleisner 
Phyllis Pfister 
Wllllaro A. P!ister 
Stephanie Nolan 
Patricia Walsh 
G. ca..Uello 
Patricia Wa.rnken 
Anna Nute 
Eugene J. Martin 
James Clark 
Henrietta WlldmnaM 
Dorothea Clark 
Doloros Greco 
Dr. Francis Greco 
Lucille Smith 
Rose Harrison 
John J. Harrison 
Albert Russo 
Donald Rederscheid 
Beteed Rederscheid 
Joan Senno 
WWlam P. Redmond 
JamesDeEsso 
Mt. Joseph Mlkovits 
Mrs. Joseph Mlltovits 

' Nancy Gherardi 
James J. Wilson 
Betty Gallo 
Rudy Gallo 
Marlon Farrell 
Robert P. Martin 
Jobanne Grogan 
Carmela Vaccaro 
Maureen Coen 
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Albano 
Sally Amord 
Peyton Amord 
AME. Zeller 
Stephen Zeller 
Carl Laws 
Roberts. Davies 
"tharies Allen 
Macrina Ionescu 
Robert Mayo 
Margaret Ma.yo 
Phyllis Phelps 
Juliette lpekdjlan 
Genevieve Perri 
Frances Perri 
Dorotl\y Perri 
Brian D. Daly 
Eliz.abeth Daly 
John G. Sullivan 
Rosemary M. SuWvan 
Daniel B. Sullivan 
Robert R. Wieczorek 
Lucille P. Hawkins 
Lillemor Llan 
William F. Lydon 
AlmaOdeal 
Caspar Uan 
P.R. Brown 
Anna Maria Lamb 
Richard J. Smith 
Marjorie Lenz 
Judith M. Murphy 
Daniel J. MUll)lly 
Janet B. MWer 
Robert Shera 
Doralee Rae 
Carol Dalton 
Donald G. !,!orrison 
Sherie I. Morrison 
Kathleen Naughton 
Gary I. Naughton 
Norman Robles 
Gloria Mable 
Barrie Mabie 
Warren Serenbelz 
Donald I. Lenz 
trlsh Worden 
Paul Morrison 
Nancy Morrison 
R. A. Worden 
Cindi Serenbetz 
JohnMWer 
Linda Camp 
Frank J. Trautwein 
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Richard J. Redican 
Marge Metz 
Lessie Merrell 
James L. GhiCYLzi 

• Maureen Lambert 
EUzabeth Taubert 
Charles Taubert 
Nancy Seal 
Harold Seal 
Ronald B. Durning 
Charles A. Hoyt 
Madge Hoyt 
Robert Parrish 

Gabelll Family 
Eugene E. Sweeny 
Josephine MaleUo 
Aline McLougblln 
Peggy Reynolds 
Mary Fateh 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip V. G. Wallace 
Penny Smith 

Pat Redican 
Harold Scott 
Virginia Gager 
Simon Milde 
P. D. Mllde 
E.G. Jeffs 
Eileen BreMan 
Stewart D. Gager 
Jacquc11ne Merrell 
Robert Paradise 
Camille Paradise 
Eileen Donohue 

Mrs. Robert Parrish 
Kathy Kimtls 
F"red Bah 
Joe Menton 
Ellzabeth Timberger 
Judith Brand 
Margaret Menton 
J.P.BUezlklan 
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Louis G. Dufault 
AM Oswrgren 
Lee V. Galdi 
Francis X. Galdi 
Rita McGuigan 
Frank McGuigan 
Rose De Rentils 
Anne Vonlck 
Paul Jernlltan 
t:awan1 v 'l!rien 

Eileen Stapleton 
Steven G. Ceclone 
Kerri Alban~ 
Rev. M. C. Mey•r 
Edward F. Eiwen 
Maureen Specchlerla 
Lawrence Specchierla 
Victor T. Wilden 
M. Lorraine Wilden 
Walter McNulty • , 
Mary Ann McNulty 
Marie Petzlnger 

, JoenGlnty 

John S. Glnt 
Mary Mct.oy 
Joan Sabatini 
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'Where is your spirit?' 
esoteric to one religious group, but a 
noble worthy feeling that should 
continue throughout the year. Why 
then · is a symbol of peace a~d 
brotherhood continually the roam 
controversy at this time of the year? 
For a full month, this newspaper had 
done little more than publish articles 
and letters about the creche. And it all 
began with the protest of one man. I 
seem to remember another man; yet 
he took the spirit of brotherhood and 
transformed it into an evil monster 
that cost many their lives. 

To the Editor: 
Christmas week is upon us and the 

Battle of the Creche is ended. This 
letter is not to lament the loss of the 
creche itself, but to express my 
personal sorrow at this lost symbol of 
the season. 

Fellow citizens · of Scarsdale, where 
is your spirit? Chanukah is also a 
celebration of peace on earth and 
goodwill toward all men. It is a holiday 
devoted to love-the love of all people. 
Perhaps you have forgotten that all 
men include those of other races, other 
beliefs? I would think that those 
devoted 1to Judaism would rejoice in 
the celebration of brotherhood. A 
group persecuted for their beliefs for 
so long should be the most understand­
ing to the beliefs of others. 

The creche is not only a religious 
symbol, rather it is the Christian 
representation of peace on earth, and 
goodwill to all. The birth of Christ, the 
Christian messiah, marked the begin­
ning of salvation-a time of peace and 
love. 

This spirit of brotherhood is not 

I am not condemning this man's 
opinion; indeed the First Amendment 
guarantees us all the right to express 
it. However, it · is contemptable that 
this opinion has caused so much 
dissension among the residents of 
Scarsdale in this, the season of peace 
and goodwill. 

Such a bigoted outlook is disappoint­
ing, and one can only wonder if this 
narrow-gauge viewpoint is isolated to 
the spirit of Christmas, or if it extends 
to hypocrisy in one's own home. 

YOLANDA A. LA MOTTA 
165 Mamaroneck Road 

Different kinds of symbols 
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To the Editor: 
I am a Jew who goes through a great 

deal of soul-searching every Christmas 
season, which I suppose is what 
Christmas is all about. It is not 
religious belief which prompts my 
inward probings, but rather the 
cultural manifestations of religious 
tradition. As one who was fortunate 
enough to be born in America, the 
rituals and symbols of Christmas have 
always been a premise of winter. As 
sure as the earth would turn, Santa 
Claus, Christmas trees, and Nat King 
Cole would permeate my daily 
existence. Subtly, almost beyond my 
recognition or volition, these symbols 
have come to mean a great deal to me. 
They symbolize a celebration of life· a 
heroic conquest of the human mind 
against the spiritual darkness and the 
hollow crack of winter's ice. 

But distinction between cultural and 

theology are . important, and must be 
made. As a resident of Scarsdale, I 
must commend Mayor Stone and the 
Creche Committee for denying the 
display of the creche on public land. 
Clearly; the celebration of the birth of 
Christ as Savior moves beyond culture 
into the realm of theology. Clearly, it is 
a vio.lation of the separation of church 
and state which we must preserve as 
Americans. But as a human being, and 
as a Jew, I am grateful for the 
Christmas trees and for the wreaths ' for the songs, the art, and the 
literature, and for the magnanimity of 
spirit, wpich suffuse these dark 
December days with anticipatory 
smiles. These are not my symbols, 
these are .not THE symbols, but they 
are beautiful and have enriched my 
life. 

SUSAN HERTOG 
57 Old Orchard Lane 

'Let your voices be heard' 
To the Editor: 

Please print the following letter 
which is related to your heart rending 
story about Mrs. Galizia on the front 
page of the Dec. 9 issue of The 
Scarsdale Inquirer. 
To all Citizens of Scarsdale: 

Galizia. 
Add this one to all the worthy causes 

t~t Mr. Feiner and all the wonderful 
citizens. of Scarsdale have fought. Let 
your voice~ ~e heard and your letters 
read_ oq this issue. The sadness of this 
particular st~ry cuts even deeper when 
it occurs during the holiday season. 

' • 

'Ground for compromise' 
ti 
0 
0 

tJ 

To the Editor: 
It is stultifying to pe~tuate the 

religious grounds ha B 
t Ve 

argwnen . At best it' a ~ [ 
creche issue as . a· reli~1ous one. 
Christmas is a national Uruted States 
holiday-just like the Fourth of July, 
Washington's Birthday and Columbus 
Day. If we permit a parade o~ our 
streets on the -Fourth of July; if we 
would not object to a statue . of 
Washington in our go~e~ent build­
ings or of Simon Bolivar m Centr~l 
Park then there is not a person m 
Scar;dale who has a right to deny a 
public tribute-at least on December 
25th-to Jesus Christ, a person w~o 
existed and who is honored for his 
accomplishments by the government 
of the United States on that day. 

Those who oppose the crecbe on 

constitutional issue ~ an ~ c 
attempt at compromise b d au 1 1 

a Menorah at Boniface J. ~ 
Chanukah is hogwash Tha l1'cle ~ 
strictly a religious obs~rv t 11'~ 
kah is simply not a nat~ce. ~ 
States holiday entiUed 

10
: ~ 

commemoration. Christmas ~ 
day of a public figure, is. • the~ 

Perhaps there is a real 
• compromise. Authorize the grOUr)ji 

Boniface Circle beginning er~ 
Eve and ending one full ~ 
Christmas. y~ 

NEIL SULLiv, 
64 Taunton~ 

I 

Board praised on creche 
To the Editor: 

As longtime residents of Scarsdale, 
we commend the Village Board for its 
votes on the creche and the Nativity 
scene. . . 

. Ours is a pluralistic community 
where, as a matter of simple propriety 
and concern for the feelings of one's 
neighbors, public property should not 

be used for religious displays (i. 
kind. ' 

May the peace and · joy ct ~ 
Christmas season prevail. 

CHARLES CUNNINGIW 
21 Murray Hill Ba 

ESTHER AND ROBERTm(' 
20bry~ 

'Kind and caring person' 
To the Editor: 

I am happy ~ take this opportwtity 
to thank the kind and caring person 
who found my lost letter (lost on the 
way to Scarsdale Post Office) ad­
dre~ed to the Scarsdale Historical 
Society containing an order and check 

for grapefruit and mailed it i~ 
Thanksgiving. 

Many thanks again and 
holidays to you. n. 'I QRj~ 

EDNA ;:,JWJI •~:. 
7 Win~l,O' 

Whe_re i.s the creche? 
To the ~ditor: My Jesus is the Prince of peace 
Where 1S the creche this Christmas Of a kingdon from within 
Where w~ one find the Child, ' And there I must prepare a place 
:ere w~ one go to find .the crib, To rest His Presence in. COJlle 

ere will He rest.a while? I wonder, friend, when 1~es 
How far to walk this Christmas If we can understand • 
And.what 'Yill be the cost The lives we live are witn~ 
~hflnd ~ sunple place to rest To the value of His Jand·· ueS!i~ 

en WlSe men seem so lost? This Christmas comes wt
th qe 

:~ th~e ~ho do not understand That I ask you - as though Jil c~ 
. ca t~s search a sin Will O le know your JesUS? 

B~heve, w~th such conviction By tC: :ay you ch0().5e to be· 
That the circle's not an inn 

• • 

They speak of private places 
Where obscenity has no nam 
The public land, we're told ~ not 
The Sovereign Lord's do~· 
They a~k me - "Try to unde:tand 
The logic of the words " 
B~t after all the wor~-~re said 
It is anger that I've heard 
And though my heart is ' . 

For me the real discover}', 
For those who wo~d.Purs;•!ife 
Is finding space witbiJI yo 
To place the creche in Y;;e t)liSf" 
And should I not spend trUe ~ .. d 
With symbols that are eebe of GJJJ" 
Becoming more the er 
In victories that renew, ~ ~e 
And should I not be speson 
Proclaiming God's own aod ,, 

s, Girl Scout 

Are we to stand by idly and let one of 
our own citizens be separated from her 
home? A woman of 85 years with no 
family? I am talking about Irene 

' TIM COLLINS 
143 Bradley Road 

I know I must confess sad, mdeed, 
ihe lC':rild needs no public piace 

o c aun what I profess. 

Until I speak to Fat_herdoJ!I ~~dJ, 
With words "ThY ~ c;: ~ f ~J 

_ TfJO~ ?J8di5 
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- Kalh1een McCreary, coordinator· .of 
tbe group_ of residents whoie _ i-equest­
tbe se~ond O! the ·year-to · place a 
croohe m_ Boniface Circl~ :was rejected -
bY: the Village_ Board on Dec. 1_4~ said --
~ week that ~he has been "nego­
tiating w:itn.· vari·ous individuals'' 
regar · J a possible suit againSt the 
village contending that it has depi'ived 

• 

her and· the others in the gr.oup of their 
right of,free religious expression. 

''We'd like very much to bring.suit,'' 
Mrs. MeCre·ary said . . '~But · it's not an 
easy thing to do." Although Mrs. 
McCre_ary is herself a lawyer, her _ 
s~ialty is taxes, so she is trying to 
fin~ solJ}eone with the appropriate -
expertise wilijng to handle the case on 
a pro bono basis. - . . 
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By DAVID KIRKWOOD 

A dozen Scarsdale residents, head­
ed by Kathleen McCreary, have gone 
to court to force the Village Board to 
permit the display of the creche on 
Boniface Circle. 

The group filed suit Monday in U.S. 
District Court in Manhattan, then had 
summonses served on Mayor Jean 
Stone and the six village trustees, as 
they entered Rutherford Hall . for 
Tuesday night's regular Village Board ' 
meeting. 

According to the 12-page complaint, 
prepared by attorney Vincent Gilmore, 
tl1e plaintiffs were deprived of their 
freed om of speech and free exercise of 
religion, which are protected by the 
First and Fourteenth ·Amendments of 
the U.S. Constitution, 'Yhen the Village 
Board last year denied requests to 
erect a crec})e on Boniface Circle. , 

The complaint seeks a permanent 
injunction requiring the village to 
make Boniface Circle available for 
display of the creche. It also asks for 
tl1e award of an unspecified amount of 
damages ''to certain plaintiffs ·for past 
deprivation of civil and constitutional 
rights," and calls on the court to require 
tt1e village to pay the plaintiffs? legal 
costs in this action. 

Shortly after the summonses were 

• 
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sen:ed, Mayor Stone announced that 
tl1e village intends to retain forn1~r 
U.S. District Court Judge Marvin 
Frankel as special counsel in the case. • 
Judgf Frankel, who from 1963 to ·1973 
presided in the same court where the 
suit was filed, is known as an expert on 
First Amendment rights , and has 
taught Bill of Rights issues at 
Columbia. He said that the defense in 
tl1e case will be that the Village 
Board's action .regarding the c~e~he 
''was necessary, or at least justi{ied, 

• • under tl1e Constitution.'' . . -'f-he mayor expressed regret that the 
suit l1ad been filed, but added that she 
l1oped . tl1at it will result in a ~ear 
ruling on tlle legality of the crectie 
display. ~ 

At least some of the four trustees who 
voted against the four creche requests 
th~t were made last December express­
ed doubt about whether permitting a 
religious display to be placed on public 
property is consistent with the First 
Amendment principle of separation of 
church and state. Of the ~hree who 
v.oted to grant the request, two said 
they believed that the village has the 
discretion to permit or deny such a re­
quest, while Trustee William Glendon 
argued, much as the plaintiffs are do­
ing, that the village has no right to bar 
religious display from its property. ~ 

(Continued on page 16) 
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(Continued f1'om page 1.) 

Although only Mrs. Stone and the 
three trustees who voted against the 
creche request-Betty Brown, Edward 
Falkenberg, and Beatrice Underweiser 
-were personally named in the suit, all 
the trustees were served with swn­
monses, since the whole Village Board· 
is also named as a defendant. 

The plaintiffs allege that in turning 
down the creche requests, the defend­
ants were denying '' access to and 
temporary use of .. -.... a public forwn 
in the village solely on account of the 
content, nature and purpose of the 
expected speech or expression ..... . 
and its deemed communicative 
impact.'' 

The plaintiffs seek also to establish 
that the rejection of the creche display 
was inconsistent . with normal village 
practice. The complaint states that 
citizens are given free access to local 
parks. and streets to ''assemble,: speak 
and express ideas and to place displays 
of an artistic or symbolic nature 
... . '' Specifically, the complaint notes 
that for many years, including in 1982, 
the village has permitted the Chamber 
of Commerce to put up colored 
Christmas lights and decorations on 
public property. The complaint also 

ts outdoors in 
.ber to water 
left outdoors 
emains mild, 

mentions that a Christmas carol sing 
has been permitted to take place each 
year. 

The complaint goes on ·to state that 

• 

the village has no set rules regarding 
access to and use of Boniface Circle. 
Thus, it argues, the denial in 
December 1982 of the creche request 
was arbitrary and constituted "an 
invalid prior restraint on the freedom 
of speech and religion.'' 

Three of the plaintiffs Mrs. Mc­
Creary, Angelina Messinger and 
Edward Napolitano-were among the 
group of 17 who last December filed a 
request for ·permission to display the 
creche in Boniface Circle, after qil 
earlier application by the long 
established Scarsdale Creche Commit• 
tee was turned down for the second 
year in a row. Prior to 1981 the Creche 
Committee had displayed a carved 
Nativity scene on the circle ever/ 
Christmas season since 1958. 

Mrs. · McCreary said that the 12 
pl~intiffs represent a wider cross· 
section of the village than the original 
group of 17. They come from all parts 
of Scarsdale and are not all Christians, 
she said. The nine new members of 
the group are David Dt·abkin, AJlJl 
Cawley, Charles Butler, John HawkiJlS, 
Nancy Steger, Richard Cacciato, carol 
Ann Pascal, Corky Thompson and 
Gregory deSousa. . 

_Mrs. McCreary also noted that the 
Village Board can still avoid the 
lawsu~t if it grants the request 
submitted by her group next week for 
use of Boniface Circle n~xt ChristIJlaS· 
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• · · By DAVID KIRKWOOD 

Attorneys representing the village 
contend that it would be unconstitution.: 
al for the Village Boa·rd to permit the 
display of the creche on Boniface Circle. 
That position is taken in the answer 

• 
filed March 31 .in U.S. District ,Court 
asking for dismissal of a Feb. 7 suit by 
a group of Scarsdale residents who 
contend that their. constitutional rights 
were denied them when the Village 
Board vote.d -four to . three last 
December n_ot to permit the creche :to 
be displayed inBonif ac~ Circle'. : : . 

In the past, the prevaili~g senti~ent 
among the trustees has alway~ been 
that they had the legal authority eith~r 
to permit or deny the display of t!}e 
creche. From 1958 through 1980, the • 
board had decided to grant the requ,es.t 
of the Scarsdale Creche Committee . 

• 
Then in 1981 and 1982, the board denied 
that request but not on the grounds 
that the display would be unconstftµ:. 
tional. : · -However, last week's answer state~ 
that granting pennission to display the 
creche would be in violation of . tlie . -
First and fourteenth Amendments . .Jt 
says that for the village to have 
approved the creche display ''would 
have constituted the use of public 
property in support of religion and for 
religious purposes;'' it would have 
had ''the impennissible effect of advaq­
cing religion;'' and it would have 'con- · 
stituted excessive goverllJilent entan-
glement with religion.'' · . 

(Continued on Page·8) : ~: 
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She was a warded an honorary ltginia 
by Coker College and serves degr~ 
Board of Trustees. 0n ite 

~rec 
(Continued from Page l) 

That position is directly 0 
that taken by Kathleen McCreaPPO..c;i~ 
the 11 other plaintiffs. They cJ t!~ 
that the Village Board is constitu;"\;;(IQ 
ly bound to pt:I"llllt them to displa Ona~ 
creche on Boniface Circle as a ~:: 
of their right of free reUgi 
expression. William Glendon, a 1aW: 
and one of three ~tees who voted t.i 
permit the creche display, also stated" 
similar ~ition before the suit 
filed. 

Should the court agree with 
defendants' position, it would mean 
course, that the suit was unsucc ' 
and the village would not have to pa 
any of the unspecified damages asked Jo H N MORLEY 
in the suit. Moreover, it would also ... ----~-----;~~;--
apparently end the annual creche , d "CJ" 
controversy, since it would mean tha~: Sacre ..cief 
no matter how the trustees felt about 
the issue, they were constitutionally 
prohibited from allowing the crecbe 
display. 

If the plaintiffs> position is upheld, 
that too would resolve the controversy, 
since such a ruling would also mean 
that the Village Board had no legal 
authority to decide on the creche 
display . 

The court's ruling will not necess 
ily resolve the issue forever, ~hou~ 
As an alternative defense, the vill!1~e 
answer states that ' 'determ1n1DI 
whether or not to permit an1 
particular use of public pro~~ 
within the Village of Scarsdale ~ " 
discretionary function of the Boa.r 
Trustees.'' This position is bas1c. 
that expressed by trustees in the P 
If the court agrees with it, tbe°f, 
pres:ence or absence of the ~recheto 
Boniface Circle will contmue 
decided annually by the t)oard, 

The answer to the suit w~ f -
jointly by Stuart Parker ?f JifbY tW 
~e~n, the law firm retalll and W 
villages insurance company, Ju 
f onner U.S. District court taiJled 
Marvin Frankel, who was re f r 
the Village Board specif icallY 

0 

case. 

The Mothers' Club of. Sacr« 
Heart School will present its a 
nual bridge, dessert and fashi, 
show in the school hall on Fridi 
A~ril 29 at 8 p.m. All proceeds frc 
this fundraising event will benE 
~hildren of Sacred He, 

l. Admission is $6 per pers 
• 
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. A sample o 
. Close to 2000 Scarsdale residents, many of them from countries throughput, the world, turned out at the 

High School Sunday fo·r the PT Council's ·international Fair, featuring crafts, entertainment and fetid 
from many lands. Photo shows Jennifer Jacobs being given a taste o·t Korea by Chi Oyo to the qelight o"f, 
from left, Sue Kim, Linda Pyo, Sandy Kim and Minjee Cho. For more ori the International Fair, see bapK 
page. . . , . - Arey pho.t~o 

... 
• 

• court ruin ' 

·COU e 
The U.S. Supreme Court agreed Mon­

day to hear an appeal by the city of 
Pawtucket, R.I. that could have im­
plications in the Scarsdale creche case. 

The Pawtucket case, which will be 
the first creche controversy ever to 
reach the high court, involves a city­
owned Nativity scene that for 40 years 
had been part of a Christmas display in 
a private downtown park. 

In 1980, the Rhode Island Chapter of 
the American Civil Liberties Union 
sued, claiming that the public sponsor­
ship of a religious display and the ex­
penditure of tax money for it vioUJted 
the Constitutionally mandated separa­
tion of church and state. Shortly befor.e 

• 
• 

• 

f . 
• 

, 

Christmas, 198_1, a U.S. District Court 
judge found for· the plaintiffs and 

\ 

ordered the city to stop including the 
creche in the seasonal display, which 
also included such., decl>rations -as a 
lighted tree; snowm·en, reindeer, 
carolers and Walt Disney characters .. 

The city app~aled the ... ,decision, but 
last November, the First Circuit Court 
of Appeals voted two to one to uphold 
the decision on grounds that the creche 
'' had a primary effect of, advancing 
re_ligion'' and was therefore unconstitu-
tional. , 

What effect will the Pawtucket ruling 
have on the outcome of the ·suit filed by 

. a group of Scarsdale residents who say 
I I 

• 

' 

• 

• ' 

..... 

. 
that their First Amendment rights have 
been violated because of the Village 
Board's refusal to· let them display a 
c~che in Boniface Circle? 

Initially, it may have no effect at all, 
because it is likely that the District 
Court will rule in the Scarsdale case 
before the Supreme Court decides the 
Pawtucket appeal. Both parties in. the 
local case have said they hope to have:'a · 
ruling before Christmas. According. to 
Stewart Parker, one of thevillage's~at­
torneys in the matter, the case is still on 
schedule for a pre-Christmas decision. 

However, if the District Court deci­
sion is appealed apd the Scarsdale ca~e 

(Continued on Page 12) . 
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county level, 1n pari &Jt:1,;au.:,c v .. ~· ·"' 

village's ' 'disproportionate contribu­
tion to Democratic election victories.'' 

Mrs. Finger, a lawyer, said she will 
remain active in the Democratic Town 
Co1runittee, but has no other political 
plans. Asked her advice to her suc­
cessor in the job, she sa id ''Enjoy it. '' 

At the April 21 meeting, the 
66-member Town Co1runittee will elect 
at least one and possibly two vice chair-
man. · 

/ 
rec 

' 

ecase 
(Continued from Page 1) 

is thereby protracted into 1984, it is pro-
. bable that the Supreme Court will have 
reached a decision before the Scarsdale 
case gets to the Circuit Court of Ap­
peals. In ~~rk~r's view, the Supreme 
Court dec1s1on would be likely to have 
''a great deal of significance,'' on the 
!ocal c~se, -even thought in Scarsdale it 
1s a privately owned creche in a public 
park that is in dispute, while in 
Pawtucket, it is the park that is private 
and .t~e c~eche that is owned by the 
mu~1c1pal1ty. 
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:rhe International Brancusi ·society 
:ill hold its annual meeting Saturday 
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reaches all the way to Long Island 
Sound, includes the home of two Demo­
cratic incumbents- Audrey Hochberg 
of Scarsdale and Ronald Tocci of New 
Rochelle. 

The district which would be 
predominantly Democratic in registra-

esue 
' ' ' ' 

. on crec 
• 

The Scarsdale Creche Committee has 
• 

filed itc; own suit against the Village 
Board for refusing to grant it permis­
sion to display the creche on Boniface 
Circle at Chri.')tmas. · The suit, filed 

- April 28 in Federal District Court in 
r.!<lnt.attan, follows a sinlilar suit , 
brought in February by a dozen $cars-· 
dale residentc; whose request to place a 
Nativity scene in Boniface Circle· was 
also rejected by the Village trustee~. : · 

The second suit was filed two days 
after the Village Board declined to act 
on a Creche Committee request for use 
of Boniface Circle during the ·1933 
Christmas season. Mayor S~ymour 
Sime; explained ~t the April 26 meeting· 
that the board would not act on the re-. 
quest beca~se the matter was in liti­
gation. 

The Scarsdale Creche Committee, 
which is chaired by Patricia-Curran, 
consi.4,tc; of representatives of seven 
local churches: Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, St. Pius X, Our Lady of Fatima, 
Trinity Lutheran, Grace Lutheran, 

· Lutheran Church of ~he Good .Shepherd 
and Scarsdale Community Baptist 
Church. Attorneys for the plaintiffs are 
Marvin Schwartz and Sara Goodman of 
the Manhattan firm of Sullivan&Crom­
well. 

The Creche Committee contends that 
itc, conc,titutional rightc,· have been vio-

ree 
A New York State appeals court has 

· d~smissed cQnvictions for ~oning pode 
violations against Dorothy Silverstone - - ~, . - ~ . 

legislative map, would be combined 
with part of Yonkers. 

The Democratic plan would pit 
Hochberg against Andrew Albanese 
( R-C-Eastchester) in a district with 
about 10,000 more of her present consti­
tuents than his. Party registrati<>n in 

• 
a1n , 

• 
en1a 

• 

' lated by the village's denial of access to 
the publicly owned park , for free 
religious expression. The suit point'i out 
that the public has always had free ae! 
cess to Boniface Circle and it alc;o cites 

I 

, 

, 

I 

I , 

i·' 
• ;&· 

:,t. 

I . ~ 
~ 
~ 

' . 

. other religious uses on village property 
that are , permitted. rhe.c;e include _ : 
Christmas l~ghtc; on downtown $treet'i 
and a Christmas tree in Davis Park, · 
where in both cases the village pays the 
cost of the electricity for the lightc,. The 
suit also mentions the pe1mitted use of 
Boniface Circle and Village Hall Plaza 

AN 

for the Town Club's annual Christmas 
ca~ol sing. · 

' 

C 
• 

In itc, reply to the earlier suit, the 
villag~ took the position that the Consti­
tutional prohibition of government · 
establishment of religion legally bars 
the creche display from public land. 

The Creche Committee was per­
mitted to place the creche at Boniface 
Circle every _year from 1958. through 
1980, but in 1981 and 1982 the trustees 
voted four to three to reject itc, applica­
tion. 

C01l 
Greenbu 

thony F. , 

Asked why the Creche Committee de­
cided to bring suit when another group 
had already done so, using similar 
arguments, Mrs. Curran said, ''We are 
a separate group which represents 
seven churches and that has been in ex­
istence for 25 years. Our constitutional 
rightc, have been violated.'' 1 

, , arn 
-

adjacent property, which Mrs. 
Silverstone sold in 1962. , 
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'Robert Harrison (left}, Charles Greebel and his son Robert exult after Village Board approved restoration 
of the Junior High tennis courts. ' ' Sheehy/Marks photo 
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By DAVID KIRKWOOD 
• 

The Village Board's hotly disputed 
decision to bar the display of the creche 
in Boniface Circle at Christmas was de­
scribed altei:nately as a vioJation of 
citize~' right of free speech and as a 
constitutionally mandated upholding of 
the prohibition of government estab­
lishment of religion during two and half 
hours of oral argwnents presented 
Wednesday afternoon in the Federal 
Courthouse in downtown Manhattan. 

Some 40 Scarsdale officials, plaintiffs 
and interested residents listened intent­
ly as Marvin Schwartz, attorney for the 
Scarsdale Creche Committee, which is 
suing the Village Board, and Marvin 
Frankel, defense attorney for the · 
village, argued before U.S. District 
Court Judge Charles Stewart. 

It is expected to be two or three 
mon~ before Judge Stewart com­
pletes his review of the voluminous pre­
trial memoranda and exhibits and 
issues a ruling in what he called "a 
fascinating and very difficult case." If 
he rules in favor of the plaintiffs, the 
village will be required to permit the 
creche display. If he dismisses the 
suits, either the village will be barred 

· from permitting the display or, ppssi­
bly, the decision to permit or reject the 
Creche Committee's application will be 
left to the discretion of the Village 
Board. 

The July 20 trial was confined to oral 
arguments by the lawyers, because·the 
parties had ijgreed to a stipulation of 
the facts, ·thus precluding testimony by 
witnesses. However, there was ahnost 
no agreement at · all between the 
lawyers on what· are the guiding con­
stitutional principles in the case or on 
which federal court decisions ·provide 
the key precedents. 

Schwartz, a senior partner in the firm 
of Sullivan & Cromwell, argued that the 
case was primarily one of gQvernment 
denial of the plaintiffs' right of free 
speech protected by the First Amend­
ment. He contended that in 1981 and 
1982 when the Scarsdale Creche Com­
mittee applied for a pennit to· display 
the creche, it was seeking to use 
Boniface· Circle as a public forum 
where it could convey its symbolic 
message. · . 

The display of the creche ~as derued, · 
·Schwartz maintain~ "solely beca~e 
of the religious content of the message 
(the committee) intended to convey." 

C 
Schwartz went on, "Under the Constitu­
tion, when a municipality makes parks 
available to some groups, it is obligated 
to make them available to all groups. It 
doesn't have the right to detennine if it 
likes the content of the message the ap-, 
pllcant Wishes to convey." 

Widmar v. Vincent 
The governing precedent in the case, 

Schwartz stated, is the U.S. Supreme 
Court decision in Widmar v. Vincent, 
which found unconstitutional a rule at 
the University of Missouri banning 
religious meetings in college facilities 
other than chapels. 

According to that decision, the open 
access given to all other groups to meet 
on campus could not be denied by a 
group •simply because it was religious. 
The court held that the fact that the 
plaintiffs' intended use of a state 
university facility was religious in 
nature did not make that use subject to 
the First Amendment clause barring 
governmental establishment of reli­
gion. 

In his presentation, Schwartz sought 
to answer the argwnents that the 
village's attorneys had used in their 
written memoranda. 

Regarding the separation of church 
and state argwnent, which was central 
to the defense case, Schwartz insisted 
that Widmar and other decisions hold 
that providing all organizations, in­
cluding religious groups, equal access 
to public property does not violate the 
establishment clause. 

Asked by Judge Stewart whether the 
display of a creche on public land for 
"two or three weeks, 24 a day" was dif-

. f erent from other fonns of speech, 
Schwartz acknowledged that it was, but 
replied that the best case for its accepta­
bility is that the village had permitted it 
for 24 years. He also cited a court ruling 
permitting an altar, much larger than 
the creche, to be placed on public land in 
Washington, D.C., so Pppe John II could 
say mass. 

Schwartz categorized as "nonsense" 
and " a ljtigt;ttion concoction" the . 
defense contention that Boniface Circle 
iS a war memorial and that the village 
has generally limited activities in it to 
those appropriate to such a memorial. 
In the 36 years the village has owned 
the park, Schwartz said that only once 
before the -creche denial had it turned 
down a us~ permit on the grounds of in­
appropriateness. 

He argued that all kin~ of activities, 
. 
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including bake sales, art shows and the 
display of a symbolic rocket ship 
launching a community fund drive bad 
been permitted in the circle. And, he 
pointed out, from 1957 to 1980, the 
~eche Committee had been permitted 
to display the Nativity scene in 
Boniface Circle every Christmas. 

Schwartz said that when applications 
to use the circle were turned down it 
was for some reason such as parking or 
traffic problems, and another public 
site was offered. However, no such 
alternative was offered to the Creche 
Committee, be observed. 

The Creclle Committee's lawyer also 
contended that the village has no con­
sistent policy against use of public land 
for religious purposes. Boniface Circle 

(Continued on Page 6) 

Correction 
Marvin Schwartz, attorney for the 

Scarsdale Creche Committee, was 
identified with the incorrect law firm 
in last week's front page story on the 
creche trial. Schwartz is a senior 
partner in the law firm of Sullivan & 
Cromwell. 

The firm of Pr~auer, Rose Goetz 
and Mendelsohn was originally re­
tained by the village in the case. The 
case was assigned to Marvin Frankel, 

. who subsequently left Proskauer, Rose, 
and is now handling the case as a senior 
partner in the firm of Kramer, Levin, 
Nessen, Kamin & Frankel. 
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Although Schwartz, as attorney for pe~borating on the differences be-
the~Scarsdale Creche Committee~ m_ade . tween display of a physical symbol a~d 
mQ\lt of the arguments for the p~intiffS, other ,forIJ¥1 . of ., speech, Frankel said. 
M.ithael Murphy also spoke _briefly on ' 'You can pass out leafiets_at the W~sh-
behalf of his client-a corruruttee head- ington Monwnent promoting Naz1~m, · ' 'wrong'' 
ed by Kathleen McCreary. This group but an application to display a ~w~tika 
also sought permission to . di~play a would should and could be derued. Or' 
creche last Christmas and it filed the simiia'rly Frankel said that someone 
original suit against the village.. could pre~ch the message, ''R~gion is 

Murphy claimed that the derual con-
1 

, , t B nif e 
stituted governmental prohibition of his the opiate of the peop e a O ac 
clients' right to practice their religion. Circle but could be turned down if he 
However, freedom of speec~ and not of wanted to <lisplay a sign with that mes-

. th · t used sage in the circle. . 
religion was ~ mam argumen As for the court ruling that an altar 
by the plaintiffs. could .be set up on public land for the ~ For the defense 

. While Schwartz emphasized the free Rope. to say mass, Frankel said_ that 
speech passage of the First ~end- was ''a single, transient ceremony iden-
ment: Marvin Frankel, a farmer Feder- tifiable with the people who were con-
al District Court judge, ~id that it is ducting it.'' 

, the establishment clause of the ·amend- -Applying th~ criteria of Lemon v. 
• ment that prevails in the Scarsdale Salzman, Frankel said that the creche 
-ereche case. - ~sp.lay violated the establishment 

Frankel leaned heavily on the case of clause on all three counts: Its purpose 
the American Civil Liberties Union v. - was not primarily secular, its principal 
Rabun County (Georgia) Chamber of effect was to advance or promote reli-

, Commerce, as well as arguing that the · · gion and it constituted excessive gov-
specifics of the Scarsdale situation are ernment entanglement with religion. 
sqch that the display of the creche A$ for the village's 24-year P,Olicy of 
\!l)uld fail all three tests established by pennittiog the creche Frankel said that 
th,.e Supreme Court_in Lemon v. Kurtz- it had been wrong. But he stressed that 
~n for determining whether govern- a mistaken past policy and the village's 
ment actions are in conformity with the defense of it in court in J977 are not rele-
establishment clause. · vant to the present case. 

In Rabun County, a U.S Circuit Court . Frankel also disagreed with 
ruled :that a cross erecte_d on public land Schwartz' description of how the village 
consl!t~ted government establishment has pemlitted Boniface Circle to be us-
of reli~10~, even though it was a private ' ed in the past. With the exception of the 
organization, the Rabun Chamber of creche from 1956 to 1980, he said that · 
Commer~e, that put the creche up. ''no s~bol of any kind had been allow-

. &bun IS more relevant to the Scars- ed to sit neat or beside the war memor-
~dale case tha!l Wi«;imar, Frankel ar- ~l for: as lDUCh as a day.'' He added, 
gued, because•~ t~ mvolved a religious ''The trustees are entitled to keep that 
symbol ~n public land. . . little circle as a pla~e of serenity, tran-
~ ~hTd Wt<lmar ~ase. ~r1rutted a group quility; and patri9tic contemplations 
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It is expected to be weeks or months 
before U.S. District Court Judge 
Charles Stewart rules whether the , 
c~eche can be displayed in Boniface 
Circle t~is Christmas. However, he has 
determined one issue in the case which 
went to trial July 20. ' m\age has asked for new bids to 

the Junior High School tennis 
in accordance with the f inane­
~ ~or the project worked out 

\his ~onth by Village Hall and 
~ttee for the Preservation 

ration of the Junior High Ten-
~-
t :vertisement for bids ap­
n dea~eek's Inquirer and an 

e has been set for the 

new pr • ~ fr o1ect specifications are 
bi;m the original ones that 

~oard well above what the 
'oUld-be ~d anticipated. This 
,asked to b ~ntract awardees are 
~U wuild only tennis courts, 
· ~~Uded ~ll and a track, which 

~ons. ~ the first set of 
~ bids is O expected to bring 
~ Will ~t a less expensive 

~Olhe ha required. 
\() cinst~d, co_ntractors will be 
than the f ct six tennis courts 
\ n coUrts our tennis and tw~ 
~to·financin no": on the site. 

\~l~, ll bg Slde of the tennis 
c~fl\)a· 0 ert H • ~ t\-. 1gn to arr1son, leader 
~ "'lclt he save the courts, said 

. As requested by attorneys for the 
village, Judge Stewart dismissed dam­
age claim$ filed by Kathleen McCreary 
and 11 other . Scarsdale residents 
against the four individual trustees who 
voted against permitting the creche to 
be displayed. This group's suit, the first 
of two to be filed, ~alled for the four 
trustees to be required to pay unspeci­
fied amounts of damages '' to certain 
plaintiffs for past deprivation of civil 
and constitutional rights.'' The judge 
has not dismissed the damage claims 
brought by Mrs. McCreary et al. 
against the Village Board as a whole . 

• 

In his dismissal decision, Judge­
Stewart found that government offi­
cials have '' qualified immunity'' from 
personal liability suits when they are 
acting in good faith doing th~ir job as 
officials. Stewart also severed two of 
the original defendants - former 
Mayor Jean Stone and former Trustee 
Betty Brown - from the case, because 
they are no longer in office. 

The second suit, brought by the 
Scarsdale Creche Committee, was 
brought against the Village Board as a 
whole and nQt against individual mem-
bers. . 
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Ice cream and summer are a 
would surely agree. For a surve~ 
tu rn to page six. 

~~b} the $2S 1: collected about 
l~ ~e ~e~ pledged to the 

~~~,S<lale trk Junior Tennis 
~.~\ heQ ~ pter, which Har-
1r.~~"<l~'1~tib~out 50 people have 
\ ~el\t\is t contributions . to 

• 

ree or contract~ 

~ll;S<lale . ague, whose ad-
~1 a}' a1f1 

Harrison's home 
1,I Road. 

The Village Board and Board of 
Education both came to terms with 
unionized employee groups last _week. · - --~- -•...,,. ln+-ft 

this year and $300 next. 
The total additional cost to the villa 

of the settlement will be about $29 000 ,;e 
1oa'l a,1 ..,..,.,.1 ... 1.. ... . ..... .,.,. ... _ ... . • 4 ....... ,!_ lD 
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U.S. District Court Judge Charles E. Stewart Jr. found that it was ''proper 
and necessary'' for the village to bar tbe display of the creche on Boniface 
Circle. · · 

In a decision released this afternoon (Thursday) Judge Stewart diAmissed · 
as being ''without merit'' the contention of th~ e Creche Committee • 
and a second local group that filed suit against the village, that they bad . 
been deprived of their First Amendment right of free speech when the 
Village Board last Christti1as refused to pertnft the. Nativity display to be 

. erected on public property. . . 
Stewart, judge in ~ederal District Court ln Manhattan, drew a distinction 

between citizens' rights personally to speak on public property and for a 
religious display to be erected and maintaiuP.d on public property~lor 10 
days. 

The 43-page decision agreed witb the village's defense that per1■1Jttiug the · 
display of the creche ''would contravene the establishment clause'' and thus 
would be unconstitutional. In reaching bis decision that the public display of 
the creche is a violation of the principle of sep&nation of church and state, 
Stewart cited the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Lemon V. Kurtzman, 
which stated that ''religion must be a priv•te matter for the individual, the 
family and the institutions of private choice and that while some involve­
ment and entanglement ( of ,church and state) are inevitable, blinds must be · 
drawn.'' 

Although the two groups that brought the creche suit may appeal 
Stewart's ruling, his decision apparently means that this Christmas, for the 
third year in a row, the creche will not be on display in Boniface Circle. 

A full story on the decision and on reaction to it will appe11r in next week's 
Inquirer. 
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' R~ady to pl.ay up a storm 
Sett,~g th~ scene for Sunday's annual Christmas Carol Sing at Boniface Circle are some of the 
P~inc,pals in the traditional event. The sing, sponsored by the Town Club for mor: than 60 years, 
will start at 4 p.m. and is open to all. Song sheets will be provided and Santa wrll s_upply candy 
canes. From left are, clarinetist Wayne Warnken and trumpeter Bruce Goldstein, w~o will be am?ng 
the S?arsdale _High School instrumentalists performing; Jerry ~Varley in the Santa suit;_ John Hawkins, 
who 1s organizing the sing for the Town Club; Mark Bench, the Town Club president, and Earl 
Groner, who will conduct singers and instrumentalists. Arey photo 
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By DAVID KIRKWOOD 

Both plaintiffs 'in the creche suit said 
this week that-they expect to appeal 
the Dec. 8 decision of U.S. District . 
Court Judge Charles E. Stewart Jr. 
that bars the creche from Boniface 
Circle on grounds that display of a 
religious symbol on public property is 
a violation of the Establishment Clause 
of the First Amendment. 

Patricia Curran, chairman of the 
Scarsdale Creche Committee, said that 
she was ''disappointed'' by the ruling 
in favor of the village, but ''delighted 
that many of the facts were found in 
our favor.'' Among these facts are 
that according to the 43-page decision, 

' bli f '' Boniface Circle is a ''pu c orum, as 
the plaintiffs contended. 

Marvin Schwartz, attorney for the 
Creche Committee, said that he had 
advised his client to ap~ the 
decision, which he descnbed as 
"vulnerable.'' . 

Kathleen McCreary, who orgamzed 
the 12 citizens who filed the first. of the 
two suits against the villa~e, sai~ that 
her group also intends to file notice o{ 
·appeal with the U.S. Circuit Cow._1 of1 
A peals Mrs McCreary, who is a 
liwyer . said there is ''an extr~mely 
strong' chance'' that the three-Judge 
Circuit Court, which is the last court 
before the U.S. Supreme Court, wo~ 

rrule Stewart's ruling. She no . 
~t judges in other U.S. district co~ 
in Houston, Miami and Denver have 
ruled durµtg the past year that 
displays of. creches on public property 

Abe Siinon dies; 
led .f\.ntiques 

S. on a longtime local res~dent 
Abe un , the Scarsdale Antiques 

and ~ound:rb o~ed Sunday, Dec. 11, ~f' 
runrung c u Mount Sinai Hospital m 
cancer at was 59 years old. 
Ma~ttan.:euved in Scarsdale for 25 

sunon, w P n,mning a the age of 44 
years, too~ up g heart trouble. In 1969, 
after d_eve opm eak Stanley Newhouse, 
with N1cholahils -~ and Bob Patterson, he 
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in those cities were legal. 
Marvin Frankel, a former federal 

court judge who was hired by the 
Village Board to defend it in this case, 
said that he expected Stewart's 
®Cision to be upheld, if it goes to the 
Circuit Court. However, he acknowl­
edged ttm.t "It does breajc new growid, 
and -lawyers always think a decision 
that breaks new ground is vulnerable, 
especially if it's ·a decision that they 
don't like." 

The legal ground that Frankel said 
was broken in the ruling regards the 
legal distinctions between symbolic 
expression and other types of expres­
sion. "There is a need to differentiate 

By DAVID KIRKWOOD . 
The basic issue determined by Judge 

Charles Stewart in the creche case was 
which part of the First Amendment 
prevailed. Were the plaintiffs correct 
that Uie village~ in denying their ap­
plications to display the creche on 
Boniface Circle, had wrongly denied 
their Constitutional rights of free 
speecq and fre~ exercise of religion? 

Or was the position of the village 
correct-that the Establishment Clause 
of the First Amendment made it 
necessary for it to forbid the display of • 
a religious symbol on public land? The 
Establishment ClaWie forbids Con­
gress, and, by extension, any govern­
ment body in the United States, to pass 
a law "respecting an establishment of 
religion." 

In reaching his decision that the 
village was required to deny the display 
of the creche, Judge Stewart applied 
the three-prong test of Lemon v. Kurt­
zman the 1971 U.S. Supreme Court 
decision generally used by the courts in 
determining whetrier a government 
policy violates the Establishment 
Clause. 

In Leµion, the Supreme Cpurt held 

between the cliff erent fonns of 
expression,'' Frankel said. 

Frankel himself drew the distinction 
between speech and symbolic expres­
sion during last summer's trial when 
he said that the First Amendment 
clearly pemlits a person to speak in 
support of Nazism in a public park, but 
that it does not guarantee his right to 
hang a swastika in a public park and 
leave it there on display. 

Stewart's decision received praise 
this week from defendants in the suit. 
Jean Stone, who was mayor in 1981 and 
1982 and cast the final no vote in the 
four-to-three rejections of the_ c.fecbe 

(Continued on Page 6) 

that a governmental policy does not 
violate the Establishment clause if that 
policy, a) has ''a secular legislative 
purpose''; b) in its "principal or 
primary'' effect ... neither advances nor 
.inhibits religion, and c) does ''not foster 
an excessive government entanglement 
with religion.'' 
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In this case, the District Court judge 
found that permitting the creche 
display passed two ,of the Lemon 
requirements ( a and c), but not the 
prohibition against advancement of 
religion. He stated,. "we find that allow­
ing plaintiffs' creche to stand for 10 or 
so days at Boniface Circle would have 
the direct and immediate effect of ad­
vancing religion in two related ways.'' 

It woUld do so, Stewart found, even 
though permitting people access to a 
public park to take part personally in a 
religious activity does not. ( Another 
often cited Supreme Court case, Wid­
mar v. Vincent, ruled that it was proper 
!or ~e ~l\iversity of Missouri, a public 
institution, to permit a group of 
students to hold a religious assembly in 
a university classroom). 

Proponen 
argue that, 
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nursery sch 
than a hal 
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(Conti.nued from Page 1) 
applications, told The Inquirer, ''I'm 
very gratified. I hope that the question 
is resolved and that it removes an area 
of tension from the village. I'm 
grateful that it came down when it 
did'~ (before Christmas). 

Beatrice Underweiser, chairman of 
the Village Board's Law Committee 
and one of the trustees who voted 
against the creche display, said she 
was ''delighted.'' She said that the 
judge's decision ''establishes a strong 
precedent that would apply to any 
religious symbols. The overall effect is 
to keep government and religion as 
separate as possible. That's what the 
Constitution is all about.'' Trustee 
Underweiser said that she feels 
confident that the decision would be 
upheld in the Circuit Court. 

Mayor Seymour Sims, who was not 
on the board last year but voted 
against the creche application in past 
years, said he was ''satisfied with the 
decision and hoped the lingering 
doubts have been settled.'' However,:. 
the mayor's reaction was subdued. 
''How can a mayor be P,leased when a 
great number of people on one side or 
another are going to be unhappy 
however the case comes out?'' 

Trustee William Glendon, a lawyer 
ngly ,urge the 
l to· take some 
.iateaux- renters 

who voted to pennit the creche at 
Boniface Circle, called Stewart's 
decision . ''well written, whether you 
agree with it or not.'' Glendon who 
had advised his colleagues before 

from · uncons-

~ B. JACKSON 
Burgundy 

• 

• 
• 

either suit was filed that in his view 
denying the creche was a violation of 
the Creche Committee's rights, saw 
''something positive'' coming out of the 
law suits . 

''I've always felt that this obviously 
very divisive issue had to be resolved 
in the courts,'' he said. ''It's not fair to 
ask a political body to decide· 
questions of freedom of speech and 

exercise of religious rights. A final . 
resolution by the courts will 
community acceptance.'' get 

The immediate impact of Judg 
Stewart's decisio~ is that this ~ 
mas the creche Will not be displayed in 
Boniface Circle as it was from 1956 to 
1980 before ' being barred in 1981 and 
1982. Nor will it be displayed elsewhere 
on private land. Mrs. Curran said that 
the Creche Committee has made no 
attempt to find an alternate site. In 
1981, the creche was displayed directly 
across Chase Road from Boniface 
Circle in front of what was then the 
recently closed Frog Prince Proper 
Restaurant and is now another ' 
restaurant, Chase I .anding. 

If the property ow11er agreed, Mrs. 
Curran said the committee could 
probably -erect the creche there ag~ 
this Christmas. However, she said, 
''We're concentrating on the court 
decision.'' . 

H the District Court decision J 
appealed, the Circuit Court 
probablf hear the case this spring andgd 

either uphold _ or overrule J~ : 
Stewart before Christmas 1984. E1 ~ 
way, that decision could be appealed 
the Supreme Court. 8 Another case could also have e. 
bearing on the Scarsdale creche c8;se 
The Supreme Court has before it~ J 8 
from Pawtucket, R.I. ~ whi on 
publicly ow11ed creche, disp~Y~ be 
private property, was foun ts of 
unconstitutional. While the f~c erent 
the Pawtucket case are qui~1~ on it 
from those in Scarsdale, m. rhtJO JJ18ke 

· the Supreme Court nug hB"e 
statements broad enough to 
implications here. . at tJJe 

There had been anticipation: case 
high court might rule on e court 
before Christmas, but the Ne\f 
adjourned Monday until after 
Year's without doing so. 
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' R~ady to pl.ay up a storm 
Sett,~g th~ scene for Sunday's annual Christmas Carol Sing at Boniface Circle are some of the 
P~inc,pals in the traditional event. The sing, sponsored by the Town Club for mor: than 60 years, 
will start at 4 p.m. and is open to all. Song sheets will be provided and Santa wrll s_upply candy 
canes. From left are, clarinetist Wayne Warnken and trumpeter Bruce Goldstein, w~o will be am?ng 
the S?arsdale _High School instrumentalists performing; Jerry ~Varley in the Santa suit;_ John Hawkins, 
who 1s organizing the sing for the Town Club; Mark Bench, the Town Club president, and Earl 
Groner, who will conduct singers and instrumentalists. Arey photo 
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By DAVID KIRKWOOD 

Both plaintiffs 'in the creche suit said 
this week that-they expect to appeal 
the Dec. 8 decision of U.S. District . 
Court Judge Charles E. Stewart Jr. 
that bars the creche from Boniface 
Circle on grounds that display of a 
religious symbol on public property is 
a violation of the Establishment Clause 
of the First Amendment. 

Patricia Curran, chairman of the 
Scarsdale Creche Committee, said that 
she was ''disappointed'' by the ruling 
in favor of the village, but ''delighted 
that many of the facts were found in 
our favor.'' Among these facts are 
that according to the 43-page decision, 

' bli f '' Boniface Circle is a ''pu c orum, as 
the plaintiffs contended. 

Marvin Schwartz, attorney for the 
Creche Committee, said that he had 
advised his client to ap~ the 
decision, which he descnbed as 
"vulnerable.'' . 

Kathleen McCreary, who orgamzed 
the 12 citizens who filed the first. of the 
two suits against the villa~e, sai~ that 
her group also intends to file notice o{ 
·appeal with the U.S. Circuit Cow._1 of1 
A peals Mrs McCreary, who is a 
liwyer . said there is ''an extr~mely 
strong' chance'' that the three-Judge 
Circuit Court, which is the last court 
before the U.S. Supreme Court, wo~ 

rrule Stewart's ruling. She no . 
~t judges in other U.S. district co~ 
in Houston, Miami and Denver have 
ruled durµtg the past year that 
displays of. creches on public property 

Abe Siinon dies; 
led .f\.ntiques 

S. on a longtime local res~dent 
Abe un , the Scarsdale Antiques 

and ~ound:rb o~ed Sunday, Dec. 11, ~f' 
runrung c u Mount Sinai Hospital m 
cancer at was 59 years old. 
Ma~ttan.:euved in Scarsdale for 25 

sunon, w P n,mning a the age of 44 
years, too~ up g heart trouble. In 1969, 
after d_eve opm eak Stanley Newhouse, 
with N1cholahils -~ and Bob Patterson, he 
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in those cities were legal. 
Marvin Frankel, a former federal 

court judge who was hired by the 
Village Board to defend it in this case, 
said that he expected Stewart's 
®Cision to be upheld, if it goes to the 
Circuit Court. However, he acknowl­
edged ttm.t "It does breajc new growid, 
and -lawyers always think a decision 
that breaks new ground is vulnerable, 
especially if it's ·a decision that they 
don't like." 

The legal ground that Frankel said 
was broken in the ruling regards the 
legal distinctions between symbolic 
expression and other types of expres­
sion. "There is a need to differentiate 

By DAVID KIRKWOOD . 
The basic issue determined by Judge 

Charles Stewart in the creche case was 
which part of the First Amendment 
prevailed. Were the plaintiffs correct 
that Uie village~ in denying their ap­
plications to display the creche on 
Boniface Circle, had wrongly denied 
their Constitutional rights of free 
speecq and fre~ exercise of religion? 

Or was the position of the village 
correct-that the Establishment Clause 
of the First Amendment made it 
necessary for it to forbid the display of • 
a religious symbol on public land? The 
Establishment ClaWie forbids Con­
gress, and, by extension, any govern­
ment body in the United States, to pass 
a law "respecting an establishment of 
religion." 

In reaching his decision that the 
village was required to deny the display 
of the creche, Judge Stewart applied 
the three-prong test of Lemon v. Kurt­
zman the 1971 U.S. Supreme Court 
decision generally used by the courts in 
determining whetrier a government 
policy violates the Establishment 
Clause. 

In Leµion, the Supreme Cpurt held 

between the cliff erent fonns of 
expression,'' Frankel said. 

Frankel himself drew the distinction 
between speech and symbolic expres­
sion during last summer's trial when 
he said that the First Amendment 
clearly pemlits a person to speak in 
support of Nazism in a public park, but 
that it does not guarantee his right to 
hang a swastika in a public park and 
leave it there on display. 

Stewart's decision received praise 
this week from defendants in the suit. 
Jean Stone, who was mayor in 1981 and 
1982 and cast the final no vote in the 
four-to-three rejections of the_ c.fecbe 

(Continued on Page 6) 

that a governmental policy does not 
violate the Establishment clause if that 
policy, a) has ''a secular legislative 
purpose''; b) in its "principal or 
primary'' effect ... neither advances nor 
.inhibits religion, and c) does ''not foster 
an excessive government entanglement 
with religion.'' 
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In this case, the District Court judge 
found that permitting the creche 
display passed two ,of the Lemon 
requirements ( a and c), but not the 
prohibition against advancement of 
religion. He stated,. "we find that allow­
ing plaintiffs' creche to stand for 10 or 
so days at Boniface Circle would have 
the direct and immediate effect of ad­
vancing religion in two related ways.'' 

It woUld do so, Stewart found, even 
though permitting people access to a 
public park to take part personally in a 
religious activity does not. ( Another 
often cited Supreme Court case, Wid­
mar v. Vincent, ruled that it was proper 
!or ~e ~l\iversity of Missouri, a public 
institution, to permit a group of 
students to hold a religious assembly in 
a university classroom). 
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healthy and a respect for the other 
parties' stands is a must! so ~t we 
don't becOme a totalitarian dictator-

Judge's opinion 
1b 9 goad }lave been preve 

t)l8t c0ul~ of expen.s◄ 
r ...;,tleS · _;nifllUIIl th 
CJ::- a JJJJJ-- n the part of ' 
¢tll p1ence O erune preven 

, c0t1~e~ o¢1er ~ty is an ap1 
b¢iP 0t of seer use by indivi1 
eJe~efe~e fo W}lat, then, 
self ~,,i.Zat1on. partment dwE 

favor by 
the 17th 

the v.oters 
the 17th 

es he have 
the tenn 

tis evident 
inti-right-to­
ord and bas 
g or willing­
who at any 
lvocate:s the 

of the 17th 
h encompas­
Greenburgh, 

ship. 
I can easily understand the closed­

mindedness and absurd letters of Mr. 
Kombluh since he is a product of the 
Democratic party leadership of Green­
burgh which runs a totalitarian style 
government. 

No Mr. Kombluh, there are many in 
Gree~burgh who do not imist oq 
pro-clloice politicians, who always 
insist on good open responsible 
government. Your defeat is a victory 
for open-minded people and people who 
treasure democracy. 

JQ.SEPH F. LIMONGEW 
ParetLane 

Hartsdale 

(Continued from Page 1) 
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Widmar does not govern in the ~e 
case, Stewart decided, because, m 
contrast to cases like Widmar where 
speech derives from- the simultaneous 
efforts and actions of those who have 
gathered to engage in it, when a symbol 
is placed on the public land the land 
perfonns an added and enhanced func­
tion. No longer is the land just a place 
from which a message cail be proclaim­
ed; when a symbol ts left on public ~ 
the land actually becOmes the message 
bearer. This · means that public 
resources are substituted for personal 
conduct as a way of generating the 
speech." . 

Fors and againsf,S' , 

This finding by the judge 
tllstinguishes between the display of the 
creche on Boniface Circle and the use of 
that saIM property -for the Town Club 
Christmas carol Sing, which is scbedul· 
ed for Sunday. · 0 

might be a step in focusing, not on, 
ourselves and our problems, but on· 
others. 

In the spirit of the city paper at Holi­
day Time, it might be the type of effort 
we need as a community-maybe too 
late for this season, but perhaps worth 
considering! • 

-
PATREILLY 

23 Grand Park Ave. . 

l in creche case 
~ . trustees, not tl}e elected State ·,ture, not even the Congress, can 

because the judge with the 
a pen has wrapped it in the 

tion. It would take the nation­
tocess of an amendment to the 
nstitution to change this new 

de local law. 
the trustees can salve their 

nces by. permitting the 
commercial display of tinsel 

lights. 
. 

eantime I hope the decision is 
I believe it likely that the 

~urt would hold it a local 
the Village Board to deal 

WILLIAM WEMPLE 
30 Cambridge Road 

e while complying with 
Jale's policy of open space and 

, appearance. At the same time it 
1 serve a much needed residential 
ommodation. · 
urge the Village Board to endorse 
Planning Board's recommendation 

in this matter. 

Stewart states also: "The second way 
in which permitting the creche for 10 
days would advance religion is closely 
related. Because when a symbol is im­
planted on public land, that land uni­
quely ·becomes the message bearer, 
and because, concomitanily, there are 
no persons present to ·whom the 
receiver of the religious message can 
attribute the speech, the possibility that 
those receiving the message· will 
assume it is supported by the state is 
particularly present. JI · 

Judge Stewart's decision points out 
that · the same distinction between 
speech and installation of a physical 
symbol on·Boniface Circle was .drawn 
by Jean Stone, whQ.as mayor in 1981 
and 1932, cast the seventh and deciding 
vote against permitting the ctecbe to be 
displayed. • 

· Former mayor quoted 
Stewart notes: "The mayor, a Cbris­

tian, non-lawyer, and someone who 
maintains a · creche in her own 
home1 .. was persuaded to vote against 
allowing the creche when she began to 
consider that private property was 
ayaifable for symbolic religious 
displays and that there was a difference 
between a 'speaking use' of public pro­
-party for the dissemination of religious 
ideas and the·erection of symbols to ef. 
feet such a purpose. In her words the 
creche was different because ''the 
placement of the creche in the center of 
the village is more pennanent it is a 
solid seeable religious artifa~t ... and 
you see it there in the heart of Scarsdale 
on village property like the village is 
supporting it."' · -

While falling the "three-prong test of 
Lemon" on grounds that it "advanced 
religion," pennitting the display of the 
creche ~n public land passes tbe two 
other, _cnteria for constitutionality set 
down m Lemon, Stewart found. · 

Granting approval would 'have "a 
sec_ular legislative purpose," he con-

OLGA TOLL !!luded, namely that of "providing 
equal access to ·the public forum " · 

44 Huntington Ave. ·, : Marvin Frankel, attorney f~r the 
• JJJ • • ..,,~-., . .,;//-,. ,· • v..;,. • 'I< •• • ~ l>_,,v~-;;• . 

1/,, • ..,,,.,: .•, . •, " 

'village, ahd argued during the Jut .. 

trial that Bo.n)fa@. Circle "is not..., 
public forum; 1t is a "WUl p ece a 
reserv~ ~~ the v~ge for solemn coin, 
memorative occasions connected With 
the war memorial." 

However, based on the history of 
Boniface Circle's use, Stewart rejected 
this argument, saying that its "status 
as a forum only for patriotic or solemn 
commemorative occasions was at best 
a sometimes thing." Instead, bis~ 
finds Boniface Circle to be a "tradi. 
tional public forum" - one to which the 
plaintiffs were denied access because 
of the content of the message they 
wanted to convey. It was because the 
message was a religious one that the 
village denied the plaintiffs' applica-
tion, Stewart determined. . , 

In deciding whether it was proper for 
the village to deny ~ plaintiffs access 
to public land, Stewart then looked at 
the question.of whether the deniar'was 
necessary to serve a compelling state 
interest. JI He determined that it was 
because to have allowed the creche 
"would contravene the EstablWlroent 
Clause." 

On the third Lemon test-whether a 
government policy fosters "an ex• 
cessive government entanglement wi~ 
religion," Stewart ruled that penmt­
ting the crecbe would ·not do so. He 
wrote, " ... while allowing the creche 
does generate some entangleroe~t 
potential, this potential is not enough, in 
our opinion, to comtitute an Establish­
ment Clause violation.,,. 
. Free exeretae· question 

While the plaintiffs' case rested. 
primarily on their contention that theY 
had been. deprived of free speech by ~ol 
being permitted access to Bonifa<-:" Cir­
cle to express their religious views, 
they also claimed that their right ~ ex· 
ercise their religion had been demed, 

Stewart dispmed of ·that conten~~ 
briefly, calling it "without ment. 
Display of the creche is not a mandaJ; 

. or significant part of the plain be 
practice of religion, be noted, {: to 
pointed out also, people are ill 
display crecbes on private propertr 
Scarsdale, 1.la rul-

ln summall'i-.ina the unpact of~ ..,e 
. . -oe "The liJle " 

ing, Judge Stewart stated, witb 
have drawn allows pers~oJJl to 
religious views unfettered f . per­
come onto public forum P~: aJsO 
sonally speak those views. ;.:.....otted 
think it woulagive them the UIIIWl"'i,ie 
right, subject, of course, to~' to 
time, place and manner resw•c with 
bring religious symbols toucJ>ed 
them. .. Our holding leaves unticed ill 
the certain right, well prac ugtotJS 
Scarsdale, of persons with ~rirste 
views to maintain syml>ols on for 9' 
property around the. cl~ an~, it 
long as· they :wish, And, we t queS' 
draws a boundary which does n~re 
lion the right of religion to ~ , bllt 
'general (governmental) ~~ot'to tie 
which d~ allow gov~rrunen }igion.'' 
'joined' ~ the promotion of re 

' 

O,gi,,• er or a din eo~ biS surrowi g 
b0tJl secure · to mai 
·~r · t steP is 

fJJe fil'S tbat your home c, 
\\'arePess burglar"/. Many b 

~ell suffe~:ated without fore 
lll'e petcause people do ~ot 1 

sunPlY d 1atcbes already ins1 
ioekS ~ .,. .. ,❖•,,.«::;:iZ.fJJ.$?,~::-tWi~.d~,%@'~ 

"."'8'.'~~"}~.1:,,7.,:r,::J~..-.-¼' • 1 

'f;$JJ"';;;,,'i•7.ff.• . 

John Kapica knows~ 
51s on the subjec~ of en, 

spea,_,manding officer of tJ 
the Cvu• t' C 

h oo/ice Dej)artmen s tJurg r• . u t "th vention Unit. n •e no es, . e 
Greenburgh has ! 0 of fice'Y; 
in crime prevention technt, 
would be glad to arrange ~ri 

ment with anyf home or /Jusiru 
within the 1f own of Greenl 
discuss our sjcurity needs. " 
W-%#!.:.:W'.dP$P&f#.~f:!::~ll.:'f:::'Ji~-f::'tml 

Secondly, there is no more i 
aspect of home protection t 
door and window security. 
fonns of security only suppl 
Good door locks are an absol 
Most private homes today are 
with a cylindrical (key-in-kl1 
This type of mechanism has 1 

shortcomings. Since the cy 
located inside the knob, there 1 

ly no way of protecting it agair 
attack. Since most of these . 
eq~pped with a short bolt, ti 
easily defeated by separating 
~ frame with a pry bar. 
tise Deadbolt" locks whether 

or aux:Uiary ~. should 1 
~ all doors. These locks , 
l to supplement the ke 
1~ not replace it. All mot 
"hieb should employ a cylind 
force . should be tapered an 

.\ ~-applied. 
Ino~. type locks, th~ 
lnountJga~t the door, S: 
the entire With carriage bolt:! 
Plate tn door and employ 
.\sllnted in the same 
bolt..,.,, lOCks should also l 

bo~Strik 
~t loc1ts e Plate of mortise t 
j"~~cted ,,:~d be of solid, 
~• or v . er" plates on 
&-..... cauJrtica1 deadbolts, a: 
~-~s 2 to' sh?uld be mow 

&-.~other 2~ inches in leng1 
ib~. sec~ntry point that 
su~Oors Uty problems arr 
'10a l>lie(l \\>ith SUally, the lockiJ 
t...:~ is e..~.. even the most E 
;~on ~t ~efeated. Additi 
!'a'i:.~lie•• t!atned by the l 
J~tet. ~ r, w~ch is an a, 
~<li~hi.Ch fits device, equippe ,, \>-;r <l0or between the fra 
(!}.:•. anot atid that wall. 

la ~~•• },._her alternative 
0ne buttr is to "pin" the d 

r drilling a slop; 

• 
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,perty on 
ll to build 
r/football 
ed strong 
who have 
block the 

some overlapping, so no more than 
three fields could be used at any one 
time. · ~cording to Assistant Village 
Manager Donald Newman. this is the 

he ing, 
d Ev.elyn 
lage·is not 
lent of the 
the oppasi­
lder Brook 

-
~ition to the 
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CRECRE MAKES. · : · . 
BRIEF APPEARAN(;:E 

• 

.. 
Residents who braved the rain 

# 

this morning (Thursday) were 
startled to find a creche at the f orit 

• 

of the Chrisbnas· tree in Boniface • ' . 

le Planning 
:nvironmen­
re the land 
e village to 
ve sites, in­
The village 
he has been 
? riding club 
'or at least 15 

· c· 1 - ~ ire e. . _ ~ · \ , , ,, I - -
The crech~two. three-foot-high· 

• 

~rBrook 
• 

~oulder Brook 
over :W~ton 
tht, ne~t to the 
recreational 

ossway Field, 
efficient for ,, 

icials at games 
~ees. There is a 

I 

figul"es of ~~tY and, Joseph; : a-· · 
small figure ~-~-of . the\_ .infant Jesus. 
and .two }am~had· apparently · · 
been placed there during the night. · 

At 10:20 a.~:.,~art of ~e mystery 
was solved iwh~n . an} EdgewOOd · 

' . . 
resident reported to policetha·t·ttie~ 
creche was m~ssing fron1 the front ~ 
of her home. She quickly identified - ~ 
the creche in the village as h~TS; · 
and by early afternoon police had ~ · 
tett1r11ed it to her. , . • ~ - · 
'

1?8,U.ee are sUU · worlting ~on ~ 
~e,;nainitlg QQestiqn, to trY to leai:n 
who took the ereche from its 
owner's lawn and placed it in a 
s1>9t that bas bet,n the focus of a 

_ long---:-..l. · g controversy. ~ 
• 

• ... 
• 

• 

• • • 

• 

• • 

' 

• 
• • 

' 

.. 
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pl/BLISH ER'S 
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Looking at Crossway 
IJI Its continuing search to find a 

.we for more playing fields, the 
:ijj;ge last week signed a contract 
;6 Its plenning consultant, David 
,.cm~ o( Frederic P. Clark Associ­
llal !n ~-e. Portman has been 
-15Sloned to make a study of 
tllffllti~ sites to the Winston 
~•• as the first step In the 
~lion of the draft environmental 
iapad statement that will be required 

• ., I Ille village ls to build fields on the 
\I ~• 1 D I Wlllton property. That 16-acre proper-

. . B l 'th B tty M 11 CID Griffen Ave. had been the 
ner Recipients of Scarsdale ~w Wl e ~nke (~ l'\llage's apparent first choice for new 
;) : J. Henry Neale, Burnham Fmner,. Eleanor Finney, Ml!?- 111d. despite objections from neigh­
Steyer GeorgeSiabad. (Seated): Philip Carret, Betty Menk 11n, That changed when It appeared 

• 'J hn Thi eat the Boulder Brook property was 
ol StiX, O es. ~Tr.:; mllable. But now, with the collapse of 

11gW8tions on that site, the village Is 
lli:m8 at Winston again. 
M the first part of his study of 

lllrnatlves, expected to take six 
111b, Portman will examine the 
a.way recreation area and the 
~t leaf composting site. Except 
lri!ie tennis courts, which are fixed in 
• all the recreation facilities at 
i:nEway could be reart'llnged If doing 
•IOald make space for an additional 
llldor two. 
<lllverting part or all of the leaf 
~ site to recreational use 
lilllt help relieve the village and :=, district's shortage of fields. 
..._er,. Village Manager Lowell 
_,, said, even If all 4½ acres were 
~ for fields, that would still be much 
;',JillCe than the 10 acres proposed 

1l!e on Winston or the 11 acres that 
~ have been available if the 
·'""e bad acquired Boulder Brook. 

(Front)· Natal' H fh · l)ir Tooley said, gettil)g rid..of the 
Whit.e Pla' le ? euner. (Bask): Jon Schandler (Exec .. ~ would require the village 
(Form pins ~ospital), Joe Hofheimer and Jackson Bro .J:a/:.i have its leaves removed (an 

er residents of School Board) Armande Browning. ... •• 1 $250,000 a year), while 
• ji~ .• ~"'Ould mean finding another 

...:_.....,.ting It on the Weinberg 
\~~!er, one possibility, would 
-~ one battle for another" in 

view. Finally, he said, the 
Oit area ts very swampy. 

liij; 111Y that there might be enough 
~ handle all Scarsdale's 
lii111t athletic programs, is if room ,Or two more fields was found at 
~ J and combined with the front ~~J:: Boulder Brook property, 

,.,. bam and riding club 
"""ct. While this Idea has not 

!I..~ to the Village Board, 
~~ that it had been suggested 
~dice. I-le acknowledged that this 
~ J)Oses Problems, including l~ sale or lease terms with 
::, club. property owners and the 

~Ql'fL . 
•ier afield 

he 
re ... _.._ ...... -.. L.LIL ... ,g 
to co111·t 

Plaintiffs• in the Scarsdale creche 
case were scheduled to submit written 
argwnents today (Feb. 23) to the 
Second U.S. Circuit Court in their 
appeal of Federal District Court Judge 
Cha~les Stewart's Dec. 8 decision 
bamng the display of the Nativity 
scene in Boniface Circle. 

Meanwhile, the long drawn out case 
took on a new wrinkle during the past 
week as the Anti-Defamation League 
(AOL) of B'nal B'rith received 
pcrnnlssion from the plaintiffs and 
from the village, which ls the 
defendant, to file an amtcus curlae 
("friend o! the court") brief with the 
three-Judge Circuit Court of Appeals. 
The AOL will submit its own 
ar~ents supporting the village's 
position that display of a religious 
symbol on public property violates the 
Establishment Clause of the First 
Amendment. 

The am-,l"'cus--cu-r-la-e procedure en­
ables an interested person or organiza­
tion Iha~ ls not party to a case to 
present additional information and 
arguments to the court. 

The village's granting of the ADL's 
request has stirred some anger in 
.Scarsdale1 according ~ to Mayor· 
Seymour Suns. To peopte -calllng to 
complain, Mayor Slms pointed out that 
the village did not approve the ADL's 
request until after the plaintiff s had. 
The mayor added that approving an 
amicus request is routine, especially 
since the organization wishing to file 
can petition the court for pennl.ssion If 
the parties tum it down. 

However, Kathleen McCreary, one of 
the plaintiffs, i.n.slsted that the village 
should have discouraged the ADL from 
fonnally seeking permission to file. "It 
Is to everybody's disservice for the 
ADL to enter the case," she said. The 
involvement of the Anti-Defamation 
League "sounds like an accusation of 
anti•semitlsm," wruch, she said, the 
plaintiffs have continuaUy bad to ex­
plain Is not the case. Moreover, she 
said, participation by the ADL serves to 
escalate the case further. 

Sims declined comment when asked 
whether or not the village had welcom• 
ed the ADL into the case . 

Melanie Stem, state director of the 
ADL, said that members of the board ol 
the organiiation were "very concerned 
about the community relations" ques­
tion in deciding whether to enter the 
case. " We did not want to add to the 
dlvlslveness." . 

However she said the board decided 
that people who would use the involve­
ment of the league as ~ reaso~ for view• 
ing the Issue as a JeW1Sh-Chr1stian con­
flict would be Inclined to see it that in 
any case. 

Ms. stern said that her_ organization 
has a particular interest m supporting 
the constitutional separation of church 
and state. "When the gov!rnment gives 
Its Imprimatur to one re~glon, the ~or­
ollary Is that lt dJscrfmjnates against 
all other religions," she said. Ms. Stern 
noted that the AOL Is also an amlcus In 
Donnelly v. Lynch, the Pawtucket, R.I. 
case now before the U.S. Supreme 
Court. h Leslie Shedlln, the AOL attorney y, o 
has until March 19 to file the auucus 
brief In the Scarsdale case, said that 
her organization Is "very dl!llurbed by 
the breakdown in church-State separa­
tion that Is taking place . In this 

try .. She described the display of 
:~llgi~us symbol on public ,,land as 
"state sponsorshJp of reUglon. 

Ms Shedlin added that 8 party fling 
an amlCUS brief has more freedom "to 
be creative and to follow a different 

(Continued on Page fi) 

Meeting 
Monday 
on budget 

U will get a preview of the 
,1!'_!,P~~e budget at a meeting or 

1.....-- Board Ftnance Committee, 
the vmagFe b 'J:I at 8 p.m. In the third 
MondaY, e · at Village Hall. 
floor meetln8 't:,en Tooley, Village 
Village Ma::,~d Coldrlck and Trustee 
Treasurer _ ,,, berg chalrm8n of the 
Edward F..,.en ' will dlscUIS the 
Finance eomml:::i revenues and ex· 
tentaUve taX r~e In the fiscal year 

Found.€¢ in 1901 

THURSDAY, FEB. Second class postage pal 

Reo 
• give 

mor 
Two weeks age 

responded to a Cl 
from someone wt 
stel'! breaking in 
Freightway Gar&j 
with three boys in 1 

lion given by the 
stopped it and qu 
The suspects, twc 
were released, bu1 
ing a third memb 

17-year-old who bat 
one responsible for 

Jimmy Wood tries for a tip-in, as teammate Gary Karetsky gets ready 
for a possible rebound in sect ional play Wednesday night at Scars­
dale High. The Raiders lost 50·48 to Yonkers, thus w inding up their 
most successful season in four years. For a report on what the stars 
of the last outstanding SHS team are doing, see back page. 

Suspecting that 
away might return 
of the break-in, 
plaJn.dotbes offic 
Slattery, to sur 
Frelghtway. Sure 
p.m., tbe 17-yeai 
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seeing one of thet 
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Casting call notice attracts 
hundreds of woul~be actor, 

By SARA BLOOM 

If English teachers are stiD dredging 
up the old what-I-did-ov~•vacation 
theme, they might find a nice surprise 
in next week's crop of student 
compositions. Chances are good that 
among accounts of the usual midwinter 
ski trips and island getaways, one of 
their young men might turn in a real 
stunner- an adventure tale built 
around hopes and dreams, studded 
with su.spense, a UWe comic relief and 
a cliffhanger finish. 

The time: last Monday afternoon, 
between noon and 4 p.m. The place: 
the meeting room at Edgemont's 
Greenville Community Church. The 
topic: " The Day I Auditioned to Play 
Teri Garr's Son in a Major Motion 
Picture." 

Of course, casting call notices are 
business-as-usual in publications ll.ke 
Variety. But, only pros or the deadly 
serious are going to trek to New York 
to compete for these parts. However, 
when the February stay-at-homers 
caught the UWe three-and-a•half-inch 
casting call ad that appeared In last 
week's Scarsdale Inquirer, tbey appar­
ently found the invitation to fame 
right-at-home too much to resist. 

By noon Monday, there was standing 
room only and a steady press In the 
ball outside the auditioning place. 
Scarsdale hopefuls found themselves 
shoulder to shoulder with other 
slender, good looking, 16-year-old, 
not-to-ex~'IO"-or-160-pound boys 
dressed In their typical American 
Jeans and crew neck best. There was 
an equal share of smart looking, 

oot-to-exceed-4'9"-10-year-olds in the 
company of eager mothers and 
fathers, some wrlggllng brothers and 
sisters and at least one whimpering 
babe-in-arms. 

, ~The _little ad, it was SOOD learned, 
bad appeared in 13 1oclil newspapers 
and, iD the four hours, nearly 300 
would-be actors from New Jersey to 
Connecticut descended OD centrally 
located Edgemont for the chance at 
stardom. 

Precisely at noon came the first call 
for IO-year-olds from casting direct-Or 
Shirley Rich, who llned up the first 2ll, 
looked them over, and, one by one 
briefly interviewed them along wilb 
film producer Stanley Jaffe and the 
director, Micliael Apted. Wben they 
were done with the first lot, eight had 
passed muster. 

"Right for tbe par1" 

Assistant to the casting direct.or 
Mimi Obler, an Edgemont resident, 
tried fending off a persistent rather 
who came witb pictures of bis son who 
was on a class trip to Florida, but who 
was "right for the part," as she gave 
the lucky ones a page of dialogue from 
the script. 

•~rm sorry, slr," she said. ushering 
the father out and shunting off the 
somewhat wide-<iyed and bewildered 
selectees to a nearby room. 

Down the hall, she could be heard 
reciting, "This is a scene with your 
brother. His name is Jake. You're 
Brian. You're kidding around at 
breakfast. You get along, see. Read 
this over to yourseU, and we'll J:,e right 
with you." 

' 

Mrs. Rieb meanw/ 
other IS, "Thank yo, 

Then came the fir 
of the older broth 
young men-some 
larlt," others who ba 
in high school plays 
done television 
stretched acr0$S lbe 
Jaffe, Apted and Mr 
line, reviewed the 
five. Mrs. Rich smi1 
delivered her line: 
coming." 

After private ret 
eliminated. Tll03e , 
second hurdle wer 
was 1 p.m. befo 
stopped for a qui 
sustenance for the 1 
repeat again and 
throughout the long 
for 0 Firstborn," a 
Koslow, was under 
begin in New Y or 
release date ls t, 
October. 

" We're looking : 
here," Jaffe said, 
vulnerability. So t, 
going to the R 
Compaey, but we'r 
turnout. n 

"They have to le 
have to be able to r 
Mrs. Rich. "No rei 
no football player I) 
recoils at the notl0< 
specialist, she has , 
young people and 
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that any amicus brief is going to have any practical ettect on the L 
court's decision. . 
,we can understand that the AOL wants to take a stand 1n support 

Al 

of church-state separation. But the valu~ o! taking th~ stand~ _this 
case does not seem to us worth the cost 1n increased inter-religious 

''D 
see J 

face 

enmities in Scarsdale. 

~reche case continues 
(Continued from fy,ge .!J .. 

tangent'' from µte actual parties to the 
suit. 
. Marvin Schwartz, chief attorney for 
the two plaintiffs-the Scarsdale 
Creche Committee and a citizens' 
committee headed by Kathleen Mc­
Creary-gave his consent last week to 
the AOL's request to file an amicus 
brief. Asked why, Schwartz said, ''I 
would never object to anybody filing 
anything with the court that they 
wished to file.'' 

At a special Monday afternoon 
meeting, the Village~ Board instructed 
its principal lawyer, Marvin Frankel, 
to permit the ADL and any other 
organization ''having a similar visible 
interest'' to file an amicus brief. · 

Frankel said that he recommended 
to the trustees that they go along with 
the ADL's request because it is ''a 
responsible orgaDization with a legiti­
mate interest in the case.'' He said 
''Responsible lawyers commonly ad­
vise clients to give their consent'' 
under such circumstances. He added 
that an anlicus ·brief ''might shed some 
light on the case·.'' 

The village's brief is due on March 
19. The Circuit Court has advised the 
parties to be ready to make oral 
arguments in the case any time after 
·March 26. 

While neither party's brief has yet 
been released, it is expected that the· 
plaintiffs will reiterate their claim 

HAT'S 
- I 

Saturday, Feb. 25 
t .,, Newspaper -recycling- Area B 

' 

Sunday,F.b. 26 
3 _ ?..·m_.--Sc'iirsdale Audubon s ·ociety 

made in last summer's trial that in de­
nying them pennission to display the -
creche the village had deprived them 
of their First Amei;idment rights of free 
speech and free exercise of religion. 
The village is expected to claim, as 
Judge Stewart found, that a return to 
its previous policy, in effect from 1957 
to 1980, of giving the Creche 
Committee use of the Boniface Circle 
for a religious display would serve to 
promote religion in a manner prohibit­
ed by the Establishment Clause. 

Regardless of how the Circuit Court 
rules on the Scarsdale case, it is likely 
that the W1Successful party will appeal 
its decision to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
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. However, a Supreme Court decision in ___ _ 
the Pawtucket case might make such 
an appeal . unnecessary. If handed 
down soon enough, such a decision 
might eliminate the need for the 

' 

Circuit Court to rule in the Scarsdale ---­
case. 

The facts of the Pawtucket case are 
quite different, since unlQte in Scars­
dale, where the creche is privately 
owned, it is the city that has put the 
creche on display. On the other hand 

.. the Pawtucket creche has been erected 
on private, not public, land. 

Despite the differing circumstances 
in the · case, the Supreme Court could 
make a ruling broad enough to apply to 
Scarsdale. 

HEAD 
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membership meeting. National security 
consensus meeting, 41 Olmsted Road. 

7 :~0-9 :a·o p .m.--Sixth grade recreation 
night, Junior High School. 

8 p .m.--AFS/GO coffee house. Hioh School. 
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retu 1·11 of S dale creche to Bo · ace Circle 
By DAVID KIRKWOOD 

Plaintifts in the Scarsdale creche 
case were rejoicing this week, confi­
dent that the 'U.S. Supreme Court deci­
sioo in a Pawtucket creche case(Lynch 
v Donnelly) means that the creche will 
be back in Boniface Circle next 
Ctiri.'<tmaS. 

" Frankly, I think it's in the bag," 
said Kathleen McCreary, the Scarsdale 
resident who beads the citb:en<, eommit­
tee that first filed suit against the 
village last year in an attempt to get the 
court to require it to permit the Nativity 
scene to be placed in Boniface Circle. 
With the Supreme Court decision, she 
said, "It's very hard to see how the Cir-
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cuit Court of Appeals couldn't overrule 
the District Court." 

(The Circuit Court may soon begin 
consideration of appeals by Mrs. Mc­
Creary's group and by the Scarsdale 
Creche Committee of U.S. District 
Court Judge Charles Stewart's Dec. 8 
decision that the establishment clause 
of the First Amendment prohibits the 
erection of religious symbols on public 
land). 

"I'm euphoric," Mrs. McCreary con­
tinued. "It's been something of a David 
and Goliath story. We started out with 
nothing, oot even a lawyer. The other 
side had all the money and the lawye.rs. 
But our diligence and determination 
have led to success." 

Patricia Curran, chainnan or the 
Creche Committee, which placed the 
creche oo Boniface Circle from 1956 un­
til 1981 when the Village Board denied it 
permission, said she was "elated" by 
news of the Supreme Court decision in 
the Pawtucket case. Mrs. Curran, 
whose committee sued the village after 
the citizens committee, explained, "We 
always felt that this was a constitu­
tional question. We truly felt that a 
right was taken away from us." 

Vincent Gilmore, the lawyer for Mrs. 
McCreary's group, also expressed con­
fidence that the Pawtucket ruling 
would have "a significant effect" in 
persuading the Circuit Court to over­
turn Judge Stewart's ruling against his 

:t f 

A March 5 Supreme Court decision may pave the way for the return of the Scarsdale creche to 
Boniface Circle. Here Is the creche as it appeared in Christmas seasons from 1956 through 1980. 

cllents. Oral arguments in the case 
could take place as soon as March 26. 
However, in light of the Supreme Co!111 
decision, the Circuit Court might decide 
not to hear the case, but rather remand 
it to Judge Stewart for possible rever­
sal. 

Marvin Schwartz and Sarah Good­
man, the attorneys for the Scarsdale 
Creche Committee, were out of town 
this week 11nd not available for com­
ment. 

No comment from vi11age 
Also not commenting, but for dif­

ferent reasons, were the trustees, pre­
sent and past., and former Mayor Jean 
Stone, who are the defendants in the 
Scarsdale case. Marvin F rankel, who is 
defending the village, advised his 
clients not to make any public 
statements. 

Frankel also declined to state his opi­
nion on the impact of the Supreme 
Court decision on the Scarsdale case 

(McCreary v Stone), beyond saying 
that it does not necessarily mean that 
the Scarsdale creche is legal The 
former District Court judge said, "It 
would be irresponsible to say anything 
more before the brief is filed." The 
village has until March 19 to submit its 
written response to the plaintiffs' a~ 
peal. Frankel did acknowledge that 
"there are things in it (the Supreme 
Court decision) that I will have to deal 
with in our brief." 

Pawtucket decision 
The Supreme Court's nding in Lynch 

v Donnelly, decided by a five to four 
margin, finds that it was not unconstitu­
tional for the city of Pawtucket to pul 
up a municipally owned creche 011 

private property in the downtown ai 
part of a larger Christmas display 
Dennis Lynch, a citizen of Pawtucket 
and others, bad sued Mayor Danie 
Donnelly charging that the displa: 

(Continued on Page 20) 

Sobol calls for 
compromise plan 
on kindergarmn 
Scarsdale kindergarten classes will 

meet two full days a week with one­
third of the children called back on 
each of the remaining three afternoons 
if the School Board approves a plan or'. 
Thomas Sobol, superintendent, will 
recommend at its meeting on Monday, 
March 12. 

Currently kindergarten students at­
tend classes in the morning and return 
one afternoon a week to work in small 
groups. Under the new plan each child 
would attend school three full days and 
two half days a week. 

Sobol announced his proposal at a 
Board of Education study session Tues• 

• • 0 • mo 

work on the 1~ school budget. 
The board will study Sobol 

kindergarten proposal and communi• 
response to it this month. It plans to a 
nounce its decision at the April 
meeting. 

Jane Kelley 
dies; was 
LWV leade1 
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By DAVID KIRKWOOD 

Plaintiffs in the Scarsdale creche 
case were rejoicing this week, confi­
dent that the U.S. Supreme Court deci­
sion in a Pawtucket creche case (Lynch • • v Donnelly) means that the creche will 
be back in Boniface Circle next 
Cfuist;mas. 

cuit Court of Appeals couldn't overrule 
the District Court." 

(The Circuit Court may soon begin 
coqsideration of appeals by Mrs. Mc­
Creary's group and by the Scarsdale 
Creche Committee of U.S. District 
Court Judge Charles-Stewart's Dec. 8 
decision that the establishment clause 

• of the First Amendment prohibits the 
erection of religious symbols on public 
land). 

"I'm euphoric," Mrs. McCreary con­
tinued. "It's been something of a David 
and Goliath story. We started out with 
nothing, not even a lawyer. The other 
side had all the money and the lawyers. 
But our diligence and determination 
have led to success." 
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"Frankly, I think it's in the bag," 
said Kathleen McCreary, the Scarsdale 
resident who beads the citizens commit­
tee that first filed suit against the 
viJJage last year in an atte~t toge~ f:be 
court to require it to penmt the Nativity 
scene to be placed in Boniface Circle. 
With the Supreme Court decision, she 
said, "It's very hard to see how the Cir-
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Patricia Curran, chairman of the 
Creche Committee, which placed the 
creche on Boniface Circle from 1956 un­
til 1981 when the Village Board denied it 
permission, said she was "elated" by · 
news of the Supreme Court decision in 
the Pawtucket case. Mrs. Curran, 
whose committee sued the village after 
the citizens committee, explained, "We 
~lways felt that this was a constitu­
tional question. We truJ,y felt that a 
right was taken away from us." 

Vincent Gilmore, the lawyer for Mrs. 
McCreary's group, also expressed con­
fidence that the Pawtucket ruling 
would have "a significant effect" in 
persuading the Circuit Court to over­
turn Judge Stewart's ruling against his 

clients. Oral argwnents in the case 
could take place as soon as March 26. 
However, in light of the Supreme Court 
decision, the Circuit Court might decide 
not to hear the case, but rather ren,iand · 
it to Judge Stewart for possible rever­
sal. 

Marvin Schwartz and Sarah Good­
man, the attorneys for the Scarsdale 
Creche Committee, were · out of town 
this week ~nd not available for com­
ment. 

No comment from village 
Also not commenting, but for dif­

ferent reasons, were the trustees, pre­
sent and past, and former Mayor Jean 
Stone, who are the defendants in the 
Scarsdale case. Marvin Frankel, who is 
defending the village, advised his 
·clients not to make any public 
statements. 

Frankel also declined to state his opi­
nion on the impact of the Supreme 
Court decision on the Scarsdale case 

(McCreary v Stone), beyond saying 
that it does not necessarily mean that 
the Scarsdale creche is legal. The 
former District Court j'udge said, "It 
would be irresponsible to say anything 
more before the brief is filed." The 
village has until March 19 to submit its 
written response to the plaintiffs' ap­
peal. Frankel did acknowledge that 
"there are things in it (the Supreme · 
Court decision) that I will have to deal 
with in our brief." 

Pawtucket decision 
The Supreme Court's ruling in Lynch 

v Donnelly, decided by a five to four 
margin, finds that it was not unconstitu­
tional for the city of Pawtucket to put 
up a municipally owned creche on 
private property in the downtown as 
part of a larger Christmas display. 
Dennis Lynch, a citizen of Pawtucket, 
and others, had sued Mayor Daniel 
Donnelly _ c~rging that the display 

(Continued on Page 20) 

Sobol calls or 
compromise plan 
on kindergarten 

i 

Scarsdale kindergarten classes will 
meet two full days a week, with one­
third of the children called back on 
each of the remaining three afternoons, 
if the School Board approves a plan Dr. 
Thomas Sobol, superintendent, will 
recommend at its meeting on Monday, 
March 12. 

Currently kindergarten students at­
tend classes in the morning and return 

work on the 1984-85 school budget. 
The board will study Sobol's 

kindergarten proposal and community 
response to it this month. It plans to an­
nounce its decision at the April 9 
meeting. · 

Jane Kelley 
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High court decision could a ect local creche case -
(Continued fro,i1 Page 1) 

violated the establishment clause of the 
First Amendment of the Constitution. 
The plaintiffs won in the U.S. District 
Court and Circuit Court of Appeals, but 
those decisions were overturned by this 
week's high court ruling. 

Chief Justice Warren Burger, who 
wrote the majority decision, started by 
pointing out: 

"The concept of a 'wall' of separation 
between church and state is a useful 
figure of speech. .. but. .. not a wholly ac­
curate description of the practical 
aspects of the relationship that in fact 
exists between church and state ... Nor 
does the Constitution require complete 
separation of church and state; it affir­
matively mandates accommodation, 
not merely tolerance, of all religions, 
and forbids hostility toward any." 

Hence, the question to be detennined 
by the court was not whether the creche 
display involved any involvement of the 
state with religion, but whether it was 
involvement to an unacceptable 
degree. 

Lemon test 

In making that determination, the 
court applied the traditional Lemon 
test, ( derived from Lemon v Kurtzman, 
an earlier Supreme Court case). To be 
judged constitutional under the Lemon 
test, an action must meet three criteria. 
It must have a secular purpose; it must 
not impermissibly advance religion and 
it must not create an excessive en­
tanglement between religion and 
government. The court found that the 
Pawtucket. case passed muster on all 
three criteria. · 

In the ·Scarsdale case, Judge Stewart 
found that tbe creche did serve im­
permissibly to advance religion. But in 

this case, Justice Burger wrote; 
"We are unable to discern a greater 

aid to religion deriving from the creche 
than from ... benefits and endorsements 
previously held not violative of the 
establishments clause." ("Benefits and 
endorsements" referred to include 
public money being spent on books for 
and transportation to church schools; 
Sunday closing laws; release time from 
public schools for religious training, 
and legislative prayers, all of which 
have been upheld in court). 

Near the conclusion of the majority 
opinion, the court states: 

"Of course the creche is identified 
with one religious faith, but no more so 
than the examples we have set out from 
prior cases in which we found no con­
flict with the Establishment Clause ... To 
forbid the use of this one passive 
symbol-the creche-at the very time 
people are taking note of the season 
with Christmas hymns and carols in 
public schools and other public places, 
and while the Congress and legislatures 
open sessions with prayers by paid 
chaplains would be a stilted over­
reaction contrary to our history and to 
our holdings " 

Application to Scarsdale 
This week's c,iecision that it was legal 

for Pawtucket to erect a creche may 
very well mean that it is legal for the 
village to permit a private group to 
place a creche on Boniface Circle. 
.However, the village's contention that 
it was not constitutionally allowed to 
permit a creche display on Boniface 
Circle was only one of the questions in 
the case. 

Indeed, until it was sued, the Village 
Board had never claimed that it could 
not legally permit the creche to be 
displayed. For 24 years it did permit the 

display and, even after -the Village 
Board switched positions, the majority 
seemed to be voting against the creche 
display as a matter of choice. They did 
not say that they believed it would be il­
legal to allow the creche. Rather, they 
said that a religious display on public 
land was inappropriate, potentially ob­
jectionable to non-Christians perceiv­
ing the display as a village endorse­
ment of Christianity, and inconsistent 
with the principle of separation of 
church and state. 

However, when the case went to 
court, village officials decided to take 
the more extreme position that the 
creche was unconstitutional in hopes 
that this stand would lead to a court 
dec.ision that would settle the creche 
question permanently, rather than 
leaving it up to the Village Board to 
decide every Christmas. 

Free speech question 

Even if the Pawtucket decision 
refutes the village's position in Mc­
Creary v Stone, it will not necessarily 
affirm the position of the plaintiffs. 
They argue not only that the village can 
pennit them to put up the creche in 
Boniface Circle, but that the village 
must give them permission, under the 
free speech clause of the First Amend­
ment. 

In arguing for this point at last July's 
District Court trial, the plaintiffs cited 
the Supreme Court case of Widmar v 
Vincent. In Widmar the court ruled that 
the University of Missouri could not bar 
a student religious group from access to 
facilities available to other student 
groups, simply on the basis of the 
religious content of their message. 
Similarly, the Scarsdale plaintiffs 
argued they were entitled to the same 

access to Boniface Circle, which they 
described as a public forum, that other 
groups have. 

Stewart agreed that Boniface Circle 
"is a traditional public forum" and, as 
such, open to First Amendment ac­
tivities. Nevertheless, he found that the 
village's denial of the plaintiffs' free 
speech rights "was necessary to serve 
a compelling state interest, because to 
allow the erection of the creche on 
public property would violate the 
Establishment Clause of the First 
Amendment." 

Now that the Supreme Court has rul­
ed that the Pawtucket creche does not 
violate the Establishment Clause, the 
plaintiffs hope that the Circuit Court 
will conclude that there was no valid 
reason for the village's denying them 
access to Boniface Circle to exercise 
their free speech rights. 

Is a symbol dllferent? 

While the Lynch v Donnelly and Wid­
mar v Vincent cases may be sufficient 
for the Circuit Court to overturn Judge 
Stewart's decision, there is at least one 
significant element in that ruling not 
addressed in either Supreme Court 
case. 

Stewart found that permitting · a 
religious symbol t-0 be placed on public 
land for 10 days has "the direct and im­
mediate effect of advancing religion in 
two related ways ... First, in contrast to 
cases like Widmar where speech 
derives from the simultaneous efforts 
and actions of those who have gathered 
to engage in it, when a symbol is placed 
on public land the land performs an ad­
ded and enhanced function. No longer is 
the land just a place from which a 
message can be proclaimed· when a 
symbol is left on public land th~ land ac-

tually becomes the message bearer." 
The Pawtucket case did not address 

the question of the impact of public land 
being used for a creche, since the 
creche in that case was placed on 
private land. In Widmar, free speech 
rights in a public forwn were upheld, 
even when the content of the speech 
was religious. However, it did not deal 
with symbolic speech. 

In his appeal brief, Gilmore 
dismissP.s Stewart's distinction regar­
ding symbolic speech as " not constitu­
tionally significant." He writes, "The 

concept articulated by the · 
Court that the 'land becomes 
message bearer' ls, to our 
new to Ftrst Amen. 
jurisprudence." 

Certainly there ls no questica 
any court considering the ~ 1 

creche case will have to ~ 
decision in Lynch v Donnelly. H 
until a court detennines just wli 
implications of that case are, 111 

can say for sure whether or Iii 
creche will be back in Boniface 
next Christmas. 

Exhibition of 1nodern works 
at Paper Work Gallery 

An exhibition entitled "New York" 
will be presented at the Paper Work 
Gallery, 70 Wendt Ave., Larchmont 
from_March '! to 24- Cast paper work by 
Harriet Kline, Linda Nisselson's 
watercolors and Ray Holland's three­
dime~ional eight color etchings make 
up this show of modem works. 

Ra:Y Holland's work, colorful and free 
floating forms o~ ~d made paper, has 
bee~ ~own to cntical acclaim in major 
exhibits of modem work in this country 
and abroad. 

States, Europe and IsraeL The 
Musewn selected one of Ms. 
pieces as its first cast paper 
tion. These pieces in•10Iv1 
sculptural use of pure rag pulp,_ 
are all-white, with fonn the 
focus, while others use dyed pul,o 
vide another dimemion. 

Harri~t _Kline, a Scarsdale resident, 
has exhibited her work in the United 

Linda Nisselson ls an intuilil! 
orist whose abstract paintin&I 
form and color . While Ms. N·~ 
watercolors are being shown 
Paper Work GallerY, the 
Gallery in Manhattan will ln"'I· 

exhibit of her acrylics and wa 
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G~N that a public 
heanng will be held by 
the Board of Appeals of 
the Village of Scarsdale 
a~ Rutherford Hall, in the 
Village Hall l""~ted 
th . • .,.... on 

e White Plains Post 
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provide fo~ the l985 Vill~g;election will 
t,e detenruned by the b d oar . 

Creclie case (cont.) 
Tbe_Scarsdale Creche Case will be 

1)8Ck m Federal Court in Manhattan 
next ~ednesday morning at 10, as the 
CifcUlt Court of Appeals hears oral 
ar~ents on the appeal brought by the 
scarsdale ~ech~ Committee and a 
separate c1ttzens committee led by 
gathleen McCreary. 

1,U ~ u.pp 
Backers of a U .S.--84 

weapons freeze were ot 
Tuesday night's Village E 
But, after all the argum 
made, the evening er 
climax, as the trustees 1 

pone their decision on a 
tion until April 24 when 
that the full board will 
vote. Mayor Seymour f 
easy after several days 
with an irregular heart 
sent this week and 1 
!l<>~en presided in his 1 

md J.OID and Robert Oppellh ' 
ke Wilson. ebn; 

LaSt December, U.S. District Court 
Judge Charles Stewart dismissed the 
plaintiffs' suits against the village fin­
ding that the village was not only e~titl­
ed, but required by the Establishment 
Clause of the First Amendment, to deny 
the use of Boniface Circle for the 
display of the Nativity scene . 

All but one of the 16 
the Village Board to fo 
may other local govern 
a resolution to Washin 
President and Cong 
negotiations with the S 
an immediate bilatf 
freeze on the testing, 
development of nuclea 
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Since that decision, however, the U.S. 
.. Supreme Court ruled in the Pawtucket, 

R.I. creche case (Lynch v. Donnelly) 
that the city could put up a creche in its 
Christmas display. The citizens com-
mittee, in a written reply brief, con­
tends that the high court's decision 
''forecloses any contention that display 
of a privately owned creche in Boniface 
Circle during the Christmas season 
would violate the Establishment Clause 
of the First Amendment. ' ' Thus, the 
plaintiffs contend, the Circuit Court 
must overturn the District Court deci­
sion. 
,11owever, village defense attorney 
-:rvin Frankel argues in his appeal 
brief that because of the differences 
~tween the two cases, the Supreme 
~ ruling ' 'leaves solid ground for 

~U"Inance'' of Judge Stewart's deci­
~on upholding the village's position. In 
a~ucket, Frankel notes, the city was 

~lllng that it may display the creche. 
thararsdale, the plaintiffs are saying 
dis 

1 
the village must allow them to 

ar Pay the creche. Also, Frankel 
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· By DAVID KIRKWOOD 

The three-judge U.S. Court of Ap­
peals for the Second Circuit spent an 
hour in a duw11town Manhattan cour­
troom Wednesday listening to and ques­
tioning the lawyers, then reserved deci­
sion on the appeal of the Scarsdale 
creche case, McCreary v. Stone. 

It is expected to be several weeks 
before the Circuit Court rules whether 
the March 5 Supreme Court decision in 
the Pawtucket, R.I. creche case (Lynch 
v. Donnelly) requires reversal of 
District Court Judge Charles-Stewart's 
Dec. 8 decision that the village w~s 
right not to ~r1nit the plaintiffs to 
display a Nativity scene in Boniface 
Circle. 

In Lynch v. Donnelly, the Supreme 
Court decided that the City -of 
Pawtucket cpuld include a creche as 
part of a larger, mostly secular 
Christmas display erected in a private­
ly ow11ed park in the ·center of the city. 

Marvin Schwartz, representing both 
the Scarsdale Creche Committee and 
the citizens' committee which filed the 

' original suit against the village more 
than a year ago, contended that ''the 
issue is whether the Establishment 
Clause requires the denial of what 
would otherwise be the right of private 
citizens to express their views in a 
public p3:rk. '' 

The Lynch decision, Schwartz stated, 
has removed the separation of church 
and state principle froni consideration 
in the Scarsdale case. For, he asked 
' 'If the city (Pawtucket) itself can con: 

-

, 

7 -.. --..... 

THIRTY~FIVE CENT~ 
1 1ffij§if 71 a 

• 

• 

vey a religious message1 how can the 
Establishment Clause compel a city to 
deny citizens' right of expression?'' 
Yet, he pointed out, Judge Stewart's 
decision was based on his conclusion 
that for Scarsdale to allow public land 
to be used for a creche display would 
violate the Establishment Clause. 

Since, Schwa,tz concluded, the 
Establishment Clause does not bar the 
creche from Boniface Circle, then the 
village had no legal cause to deny the, 
plaintiffs from using Boniface Circle as 
a public forum for expr~ing their 
message., 

In arguing for that conclusion, 
Schwartz cited the Supreme Court deci- • 
sion in Widmar that found that a state 
institution\ (the University of Missouri) 
must prov~de the same access to its 
facilities to people to hold religious 
meetings and services that it gave peo­
ple for other, non-religious uses. 

Defense arguments 
• 

During his oral. arguments, Marvin 
Frankel, attorney for the village, 
disputed Schwartz' claim that the re­
cent Supreme Court decision means 
that the display of the Scarsdale creche 
would not violate the Establishment 
Clause. 

• Asked by one of the judges what 
distinguishes the two cases, Frankel 
cited several differences. Among them 
he said, is that the Scarsdale creche is~ 
religious symbol standing ''starkly and 
utterly alone, not surrounded by teddy 
bears,'' as in Pawtucket. Another dif-

(Continued on Page 8) 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
ference in circwmtances, be said, is 
that Boniface Circle is public property, 
and as such appears to give village en­
dorsement to a symbol placed on it, 
while the Pawtucket creche is 
displayed on private property. · 

The fo1·1ner District Court judge also 
said that the Scarsdale creche, unlike 
Pawtucket's, had engendered ''an over­
whelming record of anguish and bitter 
resentment.'' · 

Schwaitz disaereed, saying that it 
was only when the village barred the 
creche display after 24 years that there 
was any uproar. 

Finally, Fnlnkel cited what be caJJP.d 
''a distinction of capital importance.'' 
In the Lynch case, the city wanted to 
have a creche display and the Supreme 
Court ruled that it could. But, he 
argued, that does not mean that 
Scarsdale, which decided that it did not 
want to have a creche display, must 
per1nit the plaintiffs to put one up. 

Schwartz countered that this line of 
defense is ''constitutionally 
outrageous.'' ''If a public forum is 
available to some parties '' he asserted 
''it must be available to ~. That's th~ 
guts,of the First Amendment.'' 
. During their questioning of the at­
torneys, the three judges focused =~Y on the nature of 8YD1J:~ 
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, 1 The time and the opportunity have arrived for Scatsdale to draw 
1 the curtain on the seemingly endless saga of the creche. ·an 

I 
' l 

\ The U.S. Circuit Court, reflecting a 1984 decision of the Supreme 
Court in another creche case, has found that the village must per--
mit the creche to be disp~~ed in Boniface Circle. Now the only 
question is, how will they ge Board respond to this i:_u).ing? 
- Will the trustees accept the ruling, even though some of them 
personally disagree with it? Or will they avail themselves of their 

ByKA1HI 
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. legal right to seek ~-~~hearing of the' case in District Court or to ap-
: · peal it to the Supreme Court~ , . 

We stro~ly urge that the trµstees accept the decision and take 
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: no further legal action. . 
· There are several reasons for the Village Board to follow this 

course. One is a matter of practicality. Requests for rehearing by 
I the District Court are rarely granted. As for an appeal to the 
. Supreme Court, what realisµc chance is there that the high court 
: would rule against the Scarsdale creche when it has already found 

that the City of Pawtucket, in activeiy sponsoring-a creche display, 
1 did not impermissibly advance religion? If Pawtucket did not 
! violate the Establishment Clause, then surely for the village to 
; pennit a private group to put a creche in. a public ~k for two 

weeks does not either. ~i 
There is also a financial reason not ·to prolong the case further. 

· : Appealing the case would cost money - plenty of it., And, while the 
village expects to be reimbursed by its insurance company, the 

1 more money the village collects, the more it' can expect to pay in 

j 
• 

-: future insurance 'premiums. · 
' The most important reason for the village to let the legal issue 

! : drop is community relations. The creche questlon has been a pain-
' 1 fully divisive one for this town. The _sooner it is settled, the sooner 
• the emotional wounds can begin tQ heal. . , 

In the past, the village could not be accused of prolonging the 
: dispute. For, while the trustees would certainly have aro11sed,less 
l emotion had they continued to permit the annual creche display iii­
I 
I 

' • • 
' • 

Boniface Circle, they would probably have been sued whatever 
po,Sition they took on the creche. 

Now, though, it is within the Village Board's power to bring the 
! ~ase to a · close. We hope it will do so. , , 
t 
I 
I 
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By DAVID KIRKWOOD 

Two recent U.S. Supreme Court 
decisions, one of them handed dow11 
this year after the District Court ruling 
in the Scarsdale creche case, were 
apparently crucial in convincing the 
Circuit Court to overturn the lower 
court's decision in McCreary v. Stone. · 

The 1984 decision in Lynch v. 
Donnelly foWld · that the City__ of 
Pawtucket, R.I. had not violated the 
Establishment Clause of the First 
Amendment by placing a creche in a 
\private park during the Christmas 

I 

season. 
The high court's 1981 decision in 

Widmar v. Vincent foWld that the • 

University of Missouri, a stat·e 
institution, had violated the rights of a. 
group of students in denying it the 
same access to facilities for holding 
religious meetings that it granted other 
student organizations for secular 
activities. 

In the trial . in District Court, the 
plaintiffs in McCreary v. Stone bad 
cited the Widmar case in their 
contention that Boniface Circle, as a 

~members 
.e it,'' talk 
lories of the 
tether again 

traditional public forwn, must be -
equally accessible to all titizens for 
exercise of their right of free 
expression, regardless of the content of 
the message they wished to express. Sitting on 
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load floods, 
lng out,'' and 
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. . :1n ruling against the plaintiffs, 
D1Strict Court Judge Charles Stewart 
disting11ished the case of McCreary v. 
Stone from the Widmar case. The 
question in Scarsdale, he said, is 

· whether ''the manner chosen by the 
plaintiffs to convey their religious 
message sufficiently relies · on the 

• 

'prestige, power and influence' of the 
village to constitute an impennissible 
state advancement of religion.'' 

In Widmar, the religious activity in a 
public facility was clearly identified 
with the students conducting it. 
However, Judge Stewart fowid that 
when a religious symbol is displa~ed 
on public land for an extended penod 
of time, the message being conveyed is 
identified with the government, as ''the 
land becomes the message bearer.'' 
Thus, he f Oll:Ild, permi~ting Boniface 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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. · OFFICES CLOSED • 

FOR THE FOURTH 
Vi¥age Hall and the _ Scarsdale 

Public Library will be closed 
Wednesday, July 4 for Indepen­
dence Day. There will be no 
collection of bulky trash next 
week. 

The offices of The Inquirer will 
also be closed on the Fourth. As a 
result, the deadline- for press 
releases and advertising in the 

, July 5 edition is one day earlier 
than usual: Friday, June 29 at 5 
p.m. for releases; Monday at 11 
a.m. for classified advertising, 
and Monday at 4 p.m. for display 
~~rtising. 

This Friday, June 29 will mark 
the _start of summer hours at The 
Inquirer. From now through Labor 
Day, the offices will close 
weekdays at 4 p.m. instead of .5. 
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(Continued from Page 1) on private property and that it was 
Circle to be used for a religious display part of a larger ChriS,tmas display 
did have the principal effect of including .many non-religious symbols. 
advancing religion. However, the Circuit Court denied the 

On this ground, Stewart .ruled that significance of the distinctions cited. 
, the Scarsdale creche display failed the The Supreme Court permitted the 

three-pronged test established by the creche in Pawtucket in the context of 
Supreme Court in 1971 in Lemon v. the observance of · the Christmas 
Kurtzman for determining whepter season, not simply the context of the 
governmental conduct is contrary to rest of the display. The context of. the 
the Establishment Clause. To be Christmas celebration in Scarsdale is 
pennissible, according to the Lemon comparable to that in Pawtucket, the 
test, a government action l!}USt 1) have court found. 
a secular purpose; 2) must not foster · · As for the public property argument, 
excessive governmental entanglement the Circuit Court stated, ''We fail to 
with religion, and 3) must not have as find·. substantiality in • this asserted 
its primary effect advanciqg dr private/public distincti-0n. '' Indeed, the 
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In light of the ·Pawtucket creche which was actively involved in the 
decision, the Circuit Court .disagreed , display, including funding and spon-
with Judge Stewart that.the Scarsdale soring it. · 
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creche advanced religion. In its ruling, Despite the frequent citations of the 
the appeals • court noted that, ·,,Of Lynch case in last week's Circuit Court 
importance ... is that the district court... ruling, the lawyers for the· plaintiffs-
did not have the benefit of Lynch~ v, Vincent Gihnore for the citizens 
Donnelly, a crech,e decision with major committee and Marvin Schwartz for 
impact on this litigation.'' , the Creche Comnu·ttee--1DS1S· · ted •"'-"t 

wlcl To the Edito1 ''In Lynch,'' the Circuit Court said, the decision wasn't crucial in this case. The fireu 
''tbe court determined that the display The Pawtucket . decision ''made it ., 
of the creche ~d not advance religion easier for us,'' Schwartz said, but even again-and w 
iI1 general or the Christian faitl\ in "th t ·t h · d that h th the Fourth o 

rt. ula WI ou 1 e sa1 e ought that lucky to narrc 
pa 1c r any more than those the Circuit Court would have overuled 
benefits and endorsements found not the District Court. few days of CE 
violative of the establishment clause in Gibnore acknowl~ed that the Fourth. · 
otber Supreme Court cases.'' , Lynch decision was ''important.'' But Once again; 

In his ~ppearance before the Circuit he said, ''I think our clients would bav~ years, the he 
Cour,t, Marvin Frankel, the village's won under prevailing law.'' wood school 
attorney, had tried to distinguish Gihnore added, , 'The right of people , harassed an( 
McCreary v. S~one from Lynch, noting to speak in a traditional public forum Scarsdale yo1 
that the Pawtucket creche was placed is what this case was all about.,, never-ending ~ 
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accept the inevitable changes that 
would evolve as they moved on. He cau­
tioned them against "making agendas" 
that would narrow the choices open to 
them and inhibit their taking full ad­
vantage of unexpected opportunities. 

Class president Jon Molot, in his 
words of farewell, advised the class to 
carry over into their college careers the 
openmindedness and understanding 
that had unified the amalgam of people 
and interests evident in this class. 

• Beyond high school, the graduates 
will be exposed to a broader range of 
viewpoints, he said, , pointing out the 
rewards and "unlimited possibilities" 
in listening to and learning from others. 
He allowed that positive feelings about 
Scarsdale would "last a lifetime." Said 
Molot: "Scarsdale is a hard act to 
follow." 

Charles Freedman, vice president of 
the class, presented a weather vane and 
a skipper's hat to class advisor 
Douglass, an avid sailor, and introduc-___ , LJI~- -

• 1t crec 
By DAVID KIRKWOOD 

The Scarsdale Creche Committee 
plans to return the Nativity scene to 
Boniface Circle next Christmas, in light 
of last Thursday's decision of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals, Second Circuit, rever­
$ing a District Court ruling that had 
barred the display of the religious sym­
bol from the public park in the heart of 
Scarsdale's downtown. 

The unanimous decision of the three­
judge federal appeals court on June 21 
upheld the claim by the Creche Com­
mittee and a separate citizens commit­
tee headed by Kathleen McCreary that 
their First Amendment right of free ex-1 
pression had been denied them when 
the Village Board rejected their re­
quests to display the creche. 

Barring a successful appeal by the 
village to the Supreme Court, it appears 
that the creche, which was displayed at 
Boniface Circle from 1956 through 1980, 
will be back there this Christmas after 
an absence of three years. In 1981 and 
1982 the Village Board, by four to three 
votes, refused to pennit the display of 
the creche. Last year, the Dec. 16, 1983 
ruling Qf District Court Judge Charles 
Stewart legally prohibited the display. 

Now, however, the Circuit Court has 
remanded the case to District Court for 
issuance of an injunction that would 
prohibit the village from barring the 
creche on grounds that its display 
violates- the constitutionally mandated 
separation of church and state. 

Reactions to decision 

Advocates of the display of the creche 
on Boniface Circle were delighted by 
the Circuit Court ruling. "I feel great," 
said Patricia Curran, chairman of the 
Creche Committee. "I hope · it's all 
over." ' 

Mrs. McCreary said, "I feel very 
gratified and, in a sense, vindicated." 
Mrs. McCreary, a lawyer, called the 
decision "a very significant one all 
across the country in expanding the 
scope of the First Amendment and 
the protection of free speech." 

WilJiam Glendon, the most outspoken 
member of the minority on the Village 
Board that felt the village should not 
have denied the creche display, said, 
"As a lawyer, I'm pleased to have the 
court agree with my feelings about the 
law. As a trustee, I feel it's a step 
toward resolving what was a very 
divisive situation." 

• 

Mayor Seymour Sims, who con• 
sistently voted against the creche 
display, not, he said because he thought 
it unconstitutional, but because he con­
sidered it "unneighborly" to erect a 
display that off ends some residents 
because of its religiousness, also ex• 
pressed the hope that "the decision, any 
decision will settle the matter. The 
issue will just fade away, at least that's 
my fond hope," qe said. 

Former Mayor Jean Stone, the first 
named defendant in the McCreary v. 
Stone suit, said that ' 'the good part of 
the decision is that the village will have 
the question settled." However, she 
said that the Circuit Court's ruling did 
not convince her that she liad been 
wrong to vote against Uie creche 
display. 

The r~tum of the creche to Boniface 

VILLAGE WEIGHS 
LEGAL OPTIONS 
The Village Board failed to reach 

a decision in executive session 
Tuesday night on how to respond to 
the Circuit Court's decision in the 
creche case. William Glendon, 
chairman of the Law Committee, 
explained that there are three op­
tions available to the village. 

They are; 1) to do nothing, 
thereby ""adcepting 'the decision 
against the village; 2) to ask the 
District Court for a rehearing · of 
the case, or 3) to appeal the deci­
sion to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
The village could first ask for 
rehearing and then, if that failed 
to reverse the ruling, appeal to the 
Supreme Court. 

The village has until July 5 to 
decide if it wants to appeal or seek 
a rehearing. 

Circle will be the most visible conse­
quence of the Circuit Court decision 
asswning it stands. However, it is noi 
the only result. 

Because the plaintiffs won their suits 
the District Court is likely to order th~ 
village to pay their lawyers' fees. While 
the plaintiffs would not estimate how 
much that would be, an attorney close 
~ the case said th~ cost is likely to be in 
six figures. The village will seek reim-

(Cont~nued on Page 14) 
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Two high court rulings 
key to Scarsdale case -

f 
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l By DAVID KIRKWOOD • 
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French class'' ''I was changing for 

1. c..,;u!')Jttzt: u1.11er::; or us by the code 
response to 'Where did you grow up?' 
'Around New York,''' 

lll 
0.1 

gym,'' ''I w~ in Cit Ed.'' 
' The events of the 60's gave young peo­

ple growing up at that time a strong 
sense of generational identity 

Another classmate wrote that while 
she didn't enjoy being thought a snob, 
she was proud to have attended a school 
where boys didn't fight in the halls and 
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characterized by idealism and op­
timism about the future. Competition at 
college admission time was especially 
fierce among the war babies of '64. As 
~ conducted a tour of the high school, 
'64's advisor Le Roy Sterner noted that 
the claM of '84 is even more com- · 
petitive, possibly because there is less 
group identification and a greater focus 
· on the individual. '' After '69, there 
wasn't much to believe in,'' Sterner 
said. 

A common source of amusement for· 
reunioneers was the embarrassment 

-• 
I 

-V ' 

• 

• 

\ 

''we were free to explore our minds.'' 
Appreciation\ of the quality of educa­

tion in Scarsdale was nearly universal, 
though some didn't realize how good it 
had been ~til they went away. Mike 
Charney said, ''I worked harder at 
Scarsdale than I did my first year at 
Yale. I was disappointed at first.'' ' 

Bob Tannenwald, now an economist, 
said the same thing about Dartmouth. 
''High School was more competitive 
than the real world,'' he said. ''When I 
left I found o·ut there was more to life 

• I I • 
/ • 
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. (Continued from Page 1) · · · local parks. The court stated, ''Our rul-

:bursement from its insurance com- , ing does not affect the ability of the 
pany, but it is not entirely certain that village to establish reasonable time, 
the cost of plaintiffs' attorneys is place and manner restrictions regar-
covered. din~f the use of its public properties.'' 
:. ~ The case has already cost the village Finally, it is likely that the Creche 
~125,000 it paid former District Court Committee will be req11ired to place a 
.. Jqe Marvin Frankel to serve as larger sign next to the creche stating 
special defense coW1Sel. That payment that the symbol has been erected by a 
covered his work through the District private group. For, the Circuit Court 
Court trial. Frankel's fee for handling . states, ''the sign heretofore displayed 
the:defense in the appeals process is be- appears to us to be too small'' and in-
. .paid by the insurance coinpany. structs the District Court ''to enter an 

Circuit Court decision is likely order concerning the sir.e, visibility and 
also to lead to paMage by the village of· message·. of an appropriate disclaimer 
rJJl~ and regulations regarding use of sign or signs.'' 
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· : t11iie People of the State 

HELEN B . VON 
SCHU-.L~• N Deceas-

LEONARD J.~ pe~~d;; 
GREGORIO ON ed up b) 

:. ·:~ of New York, 
~ ~.:: BY 'tHE GRACE OF 
I~.,,.·... GOD ., .. 
'.· , FREE AND 
: : INDEPENDENT, 
.· ~() EDWARD D . 
J30LTON, whose 
w~reabouts are unknown, 
and if deceased t.n A 11 tho 

ed, who was at the time of 
her death a resident of 188 
Garth Road, No.6-W, 
Scarsdale, New York, in 
the County of · 
Westchester, New ' York, 
and why Letters of 
Aministration with the 
'1'17!11 - • · 

READING AND FILING while mJ 
the petition of propoun- ding gre 
ding the Last Will and becominJ 
Testament of HELEN B. have two 
VON SCHUCKMANN, suburb v 
late of the Town of feels as ~ 
Eastchester in. the Cowity full circle 
ofWestchester.dece.ased--'-· ~-
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The creche in Boniface Circle ·· subject of an appeal to the United States ·supreme Court. 

ol Board elects 
By LINDA LEAVITt 

Carl H. Pforzheimer m was elected 
president and Beverly B. Cunningham 
vice president of the Board of 
Education at the board's annual 
reorganization ~eeting Monday night. 

Both board members were elected 
tmanimously by their colleagues to 
0!16-Year tertru1. 

Neil Berger photo 
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By LINDA l,EAVtrr 

. The Scarsdale Board of Trustees 
voted &-0 last week to file a certiorari 
petition with the U.S. Sllpretne Court, 
rather than accept the June 21 Court of 
Appeals decision ordering them to per­
mit a Nativity display in Boniface Cir­
cle. The SUpreme Court is expected to 
decide before Christmas whether or not 
to grant certiorari and review the case. 

The privately-owned creche has not 
been displayed in the public park since 
1980, the last year that pennission was 
granled by flle Vjl)age Board. A creche 
committee composed of represen­
tatives from area churches bad erected 
the creche ~ in Boniface _ Circle every 
December since 1956. In 1981 and 1982, 
the board voted four to three to deny the 
committee penm.,sion to display the 
creche on village property. Believing 
that their First Amendment right of 
free speech had been violated by the 
ban, the Creche Committee and a 
separate citizens committee headed by 
attorney Kalhleen McCreary sued then 
Mayor Jean Stone and the village 
trustees. In McCreary v Stone, Judge 

. · Charles Stewart upheld tile trustees' 
contention -that the display of a 
religious symbol on public property 
Yiotated the separatiOn of church and 
stat(!'mandat~ by the CORstitution. 
· In last mcmth's unanimous reversal 

e case 
of that decision, Judges· Lawrence 
Pierce, Walter Mansfield and ~rge 
Pratt of the U.S. Court of Appeals, -Se-I 
cond Circuit, found that permitting the 
creche did not violate the establishme_nt 
clause of the Constitution, bec8)ISe 
Boniface Circle was a "traditional 
public forwn," and there was no pro­
posed active involvement, sponsorship 
or financial support by the village. 
However, the Circuit Court recoip­
mended that the committee be required 
to place a more visible sign near the 

· creche, emphasizing its private spon­
sorship. 

Although village trustees expressed a 
fervent wish to see an end to the bitterly 
divisive issue, Mayor Seymour Sims 
said they felt that they had an obliga­
tion to the community to follow it 
through to the Supreme Court. "I would 
love to see it over,'' said Trustee Martin 
Bowen, who cast one of the minority 
votes in favor of permitting the crec)Je 
when the issue first came up. "But the 
simple truth is that the legal remedies 
are not exhausted. We got into it an~-it 
should be resolved. We have to be fair 
to both sides." 

Explaining that she and some other 
trustees had received telephone c~ 
urging them to continue the fight, 
Evelyn Seidman said, "If the village 
doesn't take it to the court of last resort, 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

the 'what if's' will linger on. If one part 
of a wound is not cleaned, that part will 
continue to fester.' ' 

William Glendon, who had favor~d 
per,nitting the creche because of his 
belief that ''a public park is a forum 
where people can speak on any 
subject,'' said that he would have 
wanted the Supreme Court to hear the 
case regardless of the Circuit Court rul-
ing. 

Edward Hand, the third trustee who 
wiginally voted against the creche ban, 
was unable to attend the executive ses­
sion and so did not vote on the issue, 
although the board conferred with him 
by telephone. According to Sims, Hand 
was opposed to the majority decision to 
appeal, because he was concerned 
about the possible cost to the village . 

Sims estimated the fee for the 
village's attorneys at $60-$70-000 if the . 
:Supreme Court agrees to hear the case, 
-and $15-$20,000 if it does not. The in­
surance company has paid · all but 
'25,000 of the villages legal fees so far, 
and it appears likely that the company 
.ivill accept responsibility for the opposi­
tion's expenses up to and including the 
Circuit Court decision. However, it has 
not been determined how much liability 
beyond the Circuit Court decision the 
carrier will assume. 
· ''It could cost a pretty penny'' Sims 
said, ''but we're ready to go in spite of 
itiat.'' Evelyn Seidman said that while 
the trustees were not discounting the 
-financial aspect of the decision, 
''nothing is more important than the 
relations among people.'' 
· Kathleen McCreary, attorney for the 
citizens committee, said she did not 
yiew the board's decision as ''a healing 
action.'' Estimating the total cost of the 
case-for both sides thus far, including 
fees covered by insurance, at $4-500,000 
she said, ''The comm\,lility has gotte~ 
lost in all this. The taxpayers deserve 
an explanation.'' 
~ According to Mrs. McCreary, recent 

. Supreme Court decisions do not support 
the board's interpretation of the 
~paration clause of the First Amend-
• 

\. 

• 

ment. Lynch v Donnelly, in which the 
court permitted the city ,of Pawtuc_ket, 
R.l., to include a Nativ~ty sce~e 1n a 
municipally-£ unded holiday display, 
was cited frequently in the Court of Ap­
peals reversal of the lower court deci­
sion banning the creche. 

''I'm astonished that the Board of 
Trustees has determined that it is in the 
best interests of the community to pro­
long this litigation when there is vir­
tually no chance of prevailing,'' said 
Mrs. McCreary. The citizens co~t­
tee does not plan to submit a brief of the 
Supreme Court if it considers the 
village's application to be a ''fair 
presentation of the case.'' 

The fact that the Supreme Court has 
recently supported public display of a 
Nativity scene did not discourage Mar­
vin Frankel, special defense counsel for 
the village, who feels the Scarsdale 
case differs significantly from Lynch v 
Donnelly and involves ari important 
question that should. be reviewed. 

Among the differences mentioned in 
Frankel~s brief are the facts that the 

~ Pawtucket display consiste.d of secular 
. images as well as a Nativity scene; that 
it was on private property; that the city 
fathers supported rather than opposed 
the display and that there was no 
history of controversy surrounding it, 
as there has been in Scarsdale. 

While most of the trustees were un­
willing to speculate on what the out-

' come would be if the Supreme Court 
agreed to hear the case, several of them 
expressed doubt that certiorari would 
be granted. Out of thousands of re­
quests, the court selects only a .few hun­
dred a year. ''What the chances are is 

. not really important,'' said Mrs. Seid­
man. ''The truste·es were not acting as 
attorneys. It was a philosophical deci­
sion.'' 

Even if the Supreme Court does 
decide to hear the case, a decision can­
not be expected be(ore next Christmas. 
Meanwhile, Frankel has requested a 
stay of the injunction against the 
village ban of the Nativity display. 

Ip other words, the creche may or 
may. not reappefr .in a.oniface Circle. 
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By DAVID KIRKWOOD , 

The U.S. Supreme Court announced 
Monday morning that it will review the 
Scarsdale creche case, McCreary vs. 
Stone. The court's decision to grant the 
village certiorari, which surprised 
most observers, means that there will 
be no decision until next year on 
whether the Scarsdale Creche Commit-

to 
tee will be able to display the Nativity 
scene in Boniface Circle at Christmas 
as it did from 1957 through 1980. 

Had the high court decided not to 
hear further arguments in the case, it 
would have left standing the unanimous 
ruling of the Circuit Court of Appeals on 
June 21, 1984 that the village must per­
mit private groups to display the creche 
on the village-owned park in accor-

~I 4-'? "\, 

ear crec~ '-,~ case 
dance with their First Amendment 
right of free speech. However, 
Monday's announcement means that at 
least four of the nine Supreme Court 
justices believe that the case deserves a 
hearing and a ruling in the court. 

The court's decision was seen as sur­
prising, in part because only five to 10 
percent of all requests for certiorari 
are granted, and also because the 

I 

Supreme Court ruled five to four last 
March, in the case of Lynch vs. Donnel­
ly, that a municipal creche display in 
Pawtucket, R.I. was permissible. 

The Circuit Court rested heavily on 
that decision in overruling a 1983 
District Court decision that had upheld 
the Scarsdale Village Board's position 
that it would be a violation of the 
Establishment Clause of the First 
Amendment to allow the religious 
display to be placed in Boniface Circle . 

~.pparently four or more justices con­
cluded that the circumstances in the 
local case differ enough from those in 
Pawtucket to merit a full hearing. In 
Pawtucket, it ,vas the city itself that put 
up the creche, but not on public land. 
Also there, the question was whether 
the city could display the creche, not 
,vhether it could be compelled to. 

Marvin Frankel, the former District 
Court judge who has defended the 
village against the t,vo suits brought in 
1983 by a citizens committee headed by 
Kathleen McCreary and by the 
Scarsdale Creche Committee, said he 
was "very glad" that the Supreme 
Court had decided to hear the appeal. 
'' If I ever sa,v a case that had certiorari 
,vritten on it, this ,vas the one. It is ob-

viously a case that will have wide im­
pact around the country," he said. 

Frankel declined to speculate why 
the court decided to hear the case, say­
ing that it would be ''just shooting in the 
dark." 

Vincent Gihnore, attorney for the 
citizens committee, expressed disaJ>­
pointment in the Supreme Court's ac­
tion, saying, "Personally, I would like 
the case to have ended." He suggested 
that the court may be interested in ex­
amining the tension between the two 
constitutional issues in the case-free 
speech, which was the principal argu­
ment cited in the plaintiffs' succesful 
appeal to the Circuit Court, and the 
separation of church and state, the 
main argument cited by the village and 
upheld by the District Court. Only the 
second point was considered in the 
Pawtucket decision. 

Kathleen McCreary, who is herself a 
lawyer, said she was "surprised but not 
discouraged" by the Supreme Court•~ 
decision. "I wouldn't have sued in thf 
first place, if I hadn't believed tha\ 
ultimately we would win." 

As to why the court decided to hear 
the case, she said that "the workings of 

(Continued on Page 14) 
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retain its role in the system. But even 
if the membership votes yes, it is 
uncertain whether that will be 
sufficient to remove the Woman's 
Club. 

The Non-Partisan Resolution con­
tains no formal amendment procedure. 
Originally, the Town Club amended the 
resolution unilaterally, but in recent 
years changes have not gone into effect 
without the approval of the other 
organizations in the system. In this 
case, it appears certain that the Town 
Club would get no backing from the 
other organizations. 

• 

Other amendments 
The six other proposed changes in 

(C,,ntinued f r<>rti Pa}.(<' 1) 
the court are mysterious,'' but sug­
gested that the court might be in­
terested in including a decision on Mc­
Creary vs. Stone along with rulings on 
several related cases before it. 

Mayor Seymour Sims, who con­
sistently voted against the display of 

. the creche in the years before the issue 
was taken to court, said that the 
village's decision to appeal the Circuit 
Court ruling had been vindicated by the 
S.upreme Court's action. He explained, 
''We wanted an end to the controversy 
and we could only get it by going to the 
highest court.'' 

Even though Trustee William Glen­
don, chairman of the Village Board's 
Law Committee has supported the 
creche display, he too had agreed with 
the village's decision to appeal to the 
Supreme Court, as a way to provide ''a 
more conclusive resolution'' to the 

' 

• 

• 

the resolution that will come before the 
Town Club on Oct. 25 include two that 
would result in significant changes in 
the nominating prorPtit1re. 

One proposal would establish an 
expert Judicial Qualifications Advisory 
Committee to suggest candidates for 
village justice and acting village 
justice. The Citizens' Committee would 
then be able to nominate its candidate 
for village justice from the list 
provided to it by the advisory 
committee. Similarly;the mayor could 
appoint the acting village justice from 
among people recommended by the 
seven-member committee. 

Another amendment would eliminate 
the annual Unit Meetings at which 

• 

• 

issue, which has aroused heated and 
sometimes bitter controversy among 
residents here. 

No display this year 
· The granting of certiorari apparently 
means that for· the fourth consecutive 
year the creche will not be erected in 
Boniface Circle this Christmas. 
· . The village has 45 days to prepare a 
written brief, the plaintiffs will have 30 
days to respond and the village will get 
another, lo days to reply to their brief, 
which means that the case could not be 
heard until until after Christmas even if 
the Supreme Court had room Of\its 1984 
calendar. Oral arguments are expected 
to take place in early 1985, with a final 
ruling by the end of June. 

Patricia Curran, chairman of the 
Creche Committee, said that her com­
mittee will not ask permission to put up 
the creche while the case is in litigation 
''We'll aim for 1985,'' she said. · 

members of the Citizens' Committe 
are elected in favor of machine votin 
at a central location, the system use 
in the election of Non-Partisan Scho< 
Board Nominaiing Committee. 

Both these amendments have a: 
ready been approved by the Villag 
Club, on Oct. 1, and the Woman's Clut 
on Oct. 18, and are supported by th 
Procedure Committee and by the ToWi 
Club Non-Partisan Procedure Commi1 
tee. 

• 

Along with consideration of change 
in the Non-Partisan System, the Towi 
Club will hear reports by Mayo 
Seymour Sims and Carl Pforzheimer 
president of the Board of Education, a 
next week's meeting. 

I 
I 

• 

Echoing Sims' and Glendon's sen• 
timents, Mrs. Curran said of the latest 
development in the case, ''The best part 
of it for both sides is that this will pro­
bably be the last decision. To that we 
can all say hallelujah and amen, 
whichever way it goes.'' 

Atlantic City trip 
The For Men Only group of the YM & 

YWHA of Mid-Westchester, 999 Wihnot 
Road, Scarsdale, will sponsor a co-ed 
Atlantic City trip on Sunday, Oct. 28. 

A bus will leave the. Y parking lot at 
10:15 a.m. and return between 8 and 9 
p.m. 

The fee for the day is $21. The Atlan­
tic Hotel will reimburse each person $15 
for food and gambling chips. 
Refreshments will be served on the bus. 

For further information and reserva­
tions call Shari Baum at the Y, 472-3300. 
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be removed from the village. 

Interest in creche 
All's. relatively quiet on the creche 

fron! tn ~rsdale, as the interested 
parties await actio~ by the Supreme 
court .. However, with Christmas ap­
proa<:hing, news media from outside 
tJJe vi~age are focusing new attention 
on the issue. Newsday, the Long Island 
daily _newspaper, and Newsweek 
magazme, are both doing stories about 
the Scarsdale creche. National Public 
R,adi~ broadcast an item Wednesday 
rnonung and Channel 13, Public Televi­
sion, is planning to discuss the 
5carsdale cas~ ?n an issues program. 
CBN, ~be ~t1an Broadcasting Net­
,rork, lS working on a creche piece for 
its "700 Club,'' a religious program that 
appears on television stations across 
the country. A crew from CBN was ex­
pected to be in town Thursday to do a 
videotape. The story is scheduled for 
airing on Dec. 6, asswning that CBN 
can get the information it needs. Sam 
Walker, a reporter who called The In­
quirer about the story, expressed 
frustration at the unwillingness of local 
officials to discuss the case with him. 
He also complained that Patricia Cur­
ran, chairman of the Scarsdale Creche 
Committee, refused to give a CBN film 
crew access to the place where the 

"· creche is stored. 

ale 
al 

Mrs. Curran also plans to turn down 
another opportunity to display the 
creche this year. The Scarsdale Con­
gregational Church extended an earlier 
invitation to the Creche Committee to 
place the Nativity tableaux on that 
church's_m-operty at the corner of Post 
and Heathcote Road. Included in the 
~~ch's offer was the original letter of 
lD~1tation, written Dec. 5, 1982, which 
Bald, ''We make this offer in the interest 
of helping to heal this community by 
providing a privately owned, public 
convenient vantage point on which the ieche display may celebrate the birth 
0. Christ and the brother-and­
S1Sterhoo<1 of humankind.'' 

While Mrs. Curran expressed ap­
Pr~iation of the off er, she told The In­
~er, ''The creche is not going up until 
Will issbe ue is decided, which hopefully 

8
. before Christmas 1985. It's that 

t~le.'' She said that the Congrega­
al~l C~urch property is not a suitable 
Sha rnative site for this year because its 
Bet i grade would make it difficult to 
Pia e creche up and because it is not a 
· lt. ce Where people can stop and view 

" Just oecau::,t: we ..... ..., ••• ~--·- ·· 

The village's professional consultant 
on planning for the downtown area will 
present a range of possible approac~es 
at a public hearing of the Planning 
Board next Wednesday, Dec. 5 at 8: 15 
p.m at Village Hall. 

Paul Buckhurst, partner in the 
Manhattan firm of Buckhurst, Fish, 
Hutton and Katz, said that he will 
propose various options that the village 
might choose regarding landscaping, 
provision of additional parking, im­
provement of traffic flow and use of 
major possible redevelopment sites 
including the Freightway property 
and the Mobil (Robison) lot alon1 
Christie Place. 

Jeanne Richman, chairman of th 
Planning Board, explained that th 

Nominating 
short on ca, 

With less than a week to go bef c 
the Dec. 3 deadline, the School Bo~ 
Nominating Committee still ne, 
more candidates in three of the 
units in the Scarsdale school distric 

Under the Non-Partisan System. 
least four candidates from each · 
must be selected to run in the elec 
of 12 new Nominating Commi 
members on Jan. 22. The N omina 
Committee selects the Non-Part 
candidates for the Board of Educa 
who normally run unopposed. 

In Unit A, where Diane Ya, 
Linda Pelacc10 and Elizabeth , 
have been nominated, at least 
more candidate is needed. A f 
candidate is needed in Unit C, , 
Maureen Allegaert, Tama SeifE 
William Miller will run. Unit D, , 

RAMP UNUEH REP Al 

The village was schedule, 
start today (Thursday) 
reconstruction of the Wooden r 
leading from East Parkway c 
to the east (northbound) side c 
railroad tracks. The ramp wi 
main open during the work, v 
is expected to take three we~l 
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A.micus briefs 

Four organizations supporting the 
village's position in the Scarsdale 
creche case have filed amicus curiae 
(friend of the court) briefs with the 
U.S. Supreme Court. 

Jo~i~g t~~ Anti~J?efamation Le~gue 
of B na1 B r1th, which also submitted 
an anticus brief last year with the 
District Court, are the American 
Jewish Committee and the National 
council of Churches, which filed a joint 
brief, and the American Civil Liberties 
Union. Carl Loewenson Jr., national 
staff council with the ACLU, said that 
his organization had decided to take 
the village's side in the case, even 
though the plaintiffs - the Scarsdale 
Creche Committee and the Citizens 
Committee for the Creche - have 
argued, and were upheld in the Circuit 
court of Appeals, that their right to 
display the creche in Boniface Circle is 
guaranteed by the First Amendment 
freedom of speech clause. 

Loewenson said that the ACLU 
recognizes the conflict between fre~ 
dom of speech, of which it is a leading 
champion, and , the establishment 
clause, ensuring separation of church 
and state, which the ACLU also 
supports. Loewenson, who described 
the ainicus ·brief as "achieving a 
delicate",balance'' between free speech 
and separation, 'said that the Civil 
Llberties Union belieyes that for. the 
village t0 perinit the display of a' 
religious , symbol on public property 
would give the appearance of govern­
meat endorsement of a specific 
religious view and would thus violate 
the establishment clause. 

·While :.tp~ , 'village'-&- own..~. brieJ 
appealing the Court of Appeals 
decision also cites the establishment 
clause as a bar to a creche display, it 
places more weight on the claim that 
even though the Supreme Court, in 
Lynch v. Donnelly, found that the city 
of Pawtucket may erect a creche 
display, that does not mean that a 
municipality , can be compelled to 
permit its land to be used for a 
~eligious display. The brief, prepared 
Y Marvin Frankel, the village's 

special counsel, and filed on Nov. 29, 
~hlls the Court of Appeals' decision in 

e Scarsdale ·case, a "remarkable 
st11~tching of the free speech .clause,'\ 
Which, if not overturned by the 
~upreme Court ''would compel munic-
1Palities to make places in parks and ~tte~ 'public forums' not only for 

8 
e g1~us symbols, but for things \ike 

WW&st1kas, and vulgar signs containing 
ri0~ds or thoughts that speakers have a 

g t to utter in such settin-gs.'' 
'Un ~e two creche committees have 
to \i De~. 29 to prepare their response 
8et : village. While no date has been 
~u or oral arguments before the 
~~["eme Court, the clerk has told the 
JA ... tes that the court is aiming for 

~ 1uary, 

Ji '1.'-,.a,ffir hrinAninhofl 

direction ot aowntow 11 u~ v <., ~v ,:,••· - ·· .. 

Paul Buckhurst, partner ~n the 
planning and architectural firm of 
Buckhurst, Fish, Hutton, Katz, empha-. 

The James Fenimore Cooper r 
title character from "The Spy,' 
one-time Scarsdale resident, wai 
"morning·at its new.site near the 
ume·nt, which was given to thE 
to mark the centennial of th 

C 
Community esthetic consideration~ 

may clash with individuals' desire fo1 
more diverse television fare when thE 
Village 'Board holds a public hearin~ 
next Tuesday night on a proposed lav 
restricting satellite earth stations .. 

The hearing, scheduled for 8: 15 p.m 
on Dec. 11 at Village Hall, will be a1 
opportunity for public comment 01 
draft legislation that would limit th1 
dish-shaped television antennae ti 
backyards and would require screen 
ing "to minimize ... visibility from th1 
street and adjacent properties." Thi 
proposal, modeled on legislatio1 

Legislators t 
. 

66 bus, appJ 
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By DA VlD KIRKWOOD 

The Scarsdale Creche case finally 
reached the highest court in the land 
Wednesday morning, Feb. 20, two years 
to the month after a citizens committee 
headed by Kathleen McCreary sued the 
Village Board for denying it permission 
to display a creche, or Nativity scene, 
in Boniface Circle during the Christmas 
season. 

For an hour, the justices of the U.S. 
Supreme Court fired questions and 
listened intently as the lawyers for each 
side presented oral arg~ents in ~ case 
that has drawn nationwide attention to 
the little public park in the heart of the 
village's downtown. Promptly at ~<>?n, 
the argwnents ended and the waitmg 
began, as the contingent o~ approx­
imately 40 participants and interested 
observers of the case filed out of the 
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OU r 
juniOT The village's major recreation com-

will be p\ex would be overhauled unde~ a pro-
Rohan. poul being presented at a public hear· 
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-
marble halls of the Supreme Court 
building in Washington, D.C. 

The high court's decision on the 
village's appeal of the-.June 1984 Circuit 
Court of Appeals ruling that it acted im­
properly in denying the display of the 
creche will not be announced for some 
time, possibly not until the end of June. 
And, even then, it is uncertain whether 
the issue will be finally laid to rest. 

Neither Marvin Frankel, the special 
attorney for the village, nor Marvin 
Schwartz, who represented the Mc­
Creary committee and the Scarsdale 
Creche Committee, which also sued the 
village in 1983, was willing to speculate 
on how the Supreme Court would rule. 

Could come back to the board 

However, Trustee William Glendon, a 
lawyer who has argued other cases 

I 
•• 

ornew 
ro 

that Scarsdale High School teams will 
no longer use elementary school fields 
for games and practices. The only ex­
ception will be Quaker Ridge, which 
baa two fields, one of which will con­
·~ __._...___,v1 '"" lntArmurAJ BDQ 

ea 
before the Supreme Court, said 
Wednesday that he has "a sneaking 
feeling that this issue will come back to 
the Village Board to decide." 

If the court rules, as U.S. District 
Court Judge Charles Stewart did in 
December 1983, that the Establishment 
Clause of the First ArneJJdment of the 
Constitution bars the display of the 
creche on public property, the question 
will be decided. But that is generally 
considered unlikely to happen. For, last 
year, in the case of Lynch v Donnelly, 
the Supreme Court ruled, five to four, 
that the city of Pawtucket, R.J. could 
display a creche without violating the 
principle of separation of church and 
state. 

In overturning Judge.Stewart's deci­
sion last June, the Court of Appeals 
relied heavily on the Pawtucket deci­
sion. However, while that ruling found 

on 

doned in favor of the present plan when 
the village reached a purchase agree­
ment with the owners of the Boulder 
Brook property. The village preferred 
Boulder Brook because it is next to or 
across the street from existing 

_.....,. _ __ , --..... A ,... 

crec e case -

that the Establishment Clause was not 
a reason for barring the creche, it 
specifically pointed out that the village 
could establish "reasonable time, place 
and manner restrictions regarding the 
use of its public properties." Thus, even 
if the Supreme Court sustains the Court 
of Appeals' decision in favor of the 
creche committees, the Village Board 
might not have to allow the creche if it 
established rules limiting the erection 
of displays and symbols on public land. 

Trustee Glendon, who is running 
unopposed for mayor in the March elec­
tion, declined to predict how the Village 
Board would proceed if the Supreme 
Court determines that the village can, 
but need not, allow the creche to be 
displayed. "A lot would depend on the 
direction, if any, the Supreme Court 
gives," he said. 

During Wednesday's arguments, the 

principal issue was the balance bet­
ween citizens' First Amendment right 
to use a public forum for symbolic 
speech and the municipality's authority 
to limit this form of expression. The 
Establishment Clause issue was given 
relatively short shrift. 

Frankel began by stating, "Reversal 
( of the Court of Appeals decision) is re­
quired without ever reaching the 
Establishment Clause." The former 
federal court judge argued that even 
without a set of rules for park use, 
"what Scarsdale has done is constitu­
tional." Nothing in the First Amend­
ment establishes public parks as "an 
open public forum for unattended sym­
bols, structures and signs." Thus, he 
argued, the Village Board was entitled 
to deny the creche, because it believed 
that the display of this sectarian 

(Continued on Page 4) 
• 

• 
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.. I his arguments, Marvin Schwartz 
·(C-0ntinued from Page 1) di:missed the significance of the 

religious symbol on public land was creche's bein_g . wiattended. Tht 
''unneighborly and offensi~e to a great Court of Appeals ct1c1 not even address 
number of citizens.'' The ~splay of the the subject, he said, bec~us~ ''the arg~-
creche "' 'unattended'' on village l~n~ ef- ment is 50 void of cons~1tut1onal mer_1t 
fecti'\fel'y associates its rel1g1ous that it takes the ingenuity and forensic 
messaje with the village, in a way that skills such as only my friend possesses 
a me~ge spoken by a speaker stan· to advance it.'' . . 
ding en public land does not, Frankel Schwartz spent more time dis~uting 
asset1ed. Frankel's assertion that the Village 

Frankel added that the Court of J_\P- Board was entitled to d~nr the creche 
peals' ruling that the village had derued display on grounds that it is controver-
the creche committees' freedom of sial or offensive. 
speech rights would mean that, by the He argued that the village cannot per-
same token, a town could be co~pelled mit the Red Cross or AFS to place ban-
to perinit someone to erect a sign say- ners and signs in public places, then 
mg ''Support· planned pare1_1th<>?<1': 0~ a turn around and reject the creche. 
swastika and that a village m Mississip- ''When the state opens a place fo: ex-
pi could not refuse to allow a sign that pression of views, it must pe1nut _all 
showed hooded figures and said, ''Send views. If the village can ban something 
bla~ back to Africa and Jews back to because it is unpopular or offensive or 
lsmel.'' unwanted, where will it go next? Can 
~ce Sandra Day O'Connor dis- Liberal or Conservative Party banners 

pu~Frankel's reading ~f tht: Court ~f be barred?'' 
Ap~s decision, reminding him tha~ it Justices William Rehnquist, John 
f~~-"'that the village coul~ e~tablis~ Paul Stevens and Thurgood Marshall 
''~e;isonable restrictions. all ·queried Schwartz o~ whether there 
''Presumably,'' she said, the village is anythµlg that the village could bar 
could bar all unattended displays from based on the content of its message. 
public land. .''What about a sign saying 'We don't 

.l.1)6~e O'Connor also questioned the like the Jews who live in Scarsdale?','' 
cctiterition that the village could deny 
speech ''on grounds that it finds it off en- Justice Marshall asked. 
sive.'' ''Does (Scarsdale) have a rule Schwartz replied that someone would 
permitting unattended symbols unles~ have a constitutional right to erect such 
t~ --are controversial?'' she asked. a sign unless it was a police problem. 
Fbllkel replied, ''As of today, I think He said that only something, such as a 
tlrat,h-efair answer is yes, as the rule is swastika, that is so provocative that it 
e"ficienced by practice.'' might present ''a clear and present 

~ustice Byron White and Chief danger'' to the public welfare might 
Ji$ti.ce Warren Burger pressed possibly be banned on the basis of its 
F!ank.el on the significance of the content. 
cf~M being ''unattended.'' When asked whether the village could 

Justice Burger asked, ''What if two set content-neutral restrictions on sym-
people stood on either side of the creche bolic speech, Schwartz said that hP 
ringing a bell? Would that make a dif- thought it would be ''difficult, but not 
ference?'' inconceivable.'' However, he said ~~ 

Frankel said that it would, since ''it village would have to show that the 
becomes clear that it is the speaker's rules ''would advance some significant 
message.'' . government interest.'' 

, 

. 
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By DAVID KIRKWOOD 

The United States Supreme Court 
cleared the way for the return of the 
creche to Boniface Circle next Chris~ 
mas when it announced Wednesday 
morning that it had upheld by a four­
four vote a ruling by the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit 
that the Village Board acted unconstitu­
tionally when it prohibited the display 
of the Nativity scene from the public 
park in downtown Scarsdale. 

The Supreme Court was deadlocked 
because Justice Lewis F. Powell Jr., 
who had missed the oral arguments in 
the case or1 Feb. 20 due t.o illness, did 
not participate in the decision. The tie 

0 

0verc 
I 

. 
By LINDA LEA VITI · 

.. 

• 
l 

Science experiments are conducted 

' 

• 

vote leaves standing the unanimous 
(3-0) lower court decision of June 21, 
1984 and apparently brings the legal 
battle over the creche to an end more 

• • 
than two years after the citizens com-
mittee headed by Kathleen McCreary 
and the Scarsdale Creche Committee 
first sued the village, . charging that 
their First Amendment right of free 
speech had been denied them. 

As it often does when a deadlock oc­
curs, the Supreme Court issued only ~ 
very brief statement-a procuriam­
saying, ''The judgment (of the Circuit 
Court) is affirrned by an equally divid­
ed court.'' The court did not reveal how 
the individual justices had voted or 
their reasons. 

# u • 

• 

• 
• 

The rather anti-climactic conclusion 
to the case did not dim the victors' 
satisfaction over its outcome. Patricia 
Curran, chainnan of the Creche Com­
mittee that displayed the creche in 
Boniface Circle every Christmas from 
1957 until 1981 when the Village Board 
first voted dow11 its request, said, ''I'm 
absolutely elated. The bottom line is 
that we won. How could anybody who 
has been involved in a case of this 
magnitude be anything but elated? '' 

Mrs. McCreary also stressed that 
''It's a victory. Obviously we would 
have preferred the vote to be five-four. 
It's too bad Powell wasn't there 
because it's qui~e clear he would have 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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,.,.1>-1•l1c. ' Sl1e pointed out 

ll voted with the fivc­
t} tl1at ap1>rovcd the 
r che 111 Pawtuckct,.R.I. 

t ad writte11 the majority 
e case of Widmar v. Vin­

•un1ch U1e lawyers for the 
o""""·n1ttee rested heavily in 
.rn nts. ( 'l1hat decision found 

Ur11vers1ty of Missouri could 
l1gious activities from 

t 1,110t had been open to other stu-
u,,n, n,0,vt, t S) • 

r y, wl101s a IawYer, said 
· atif1ed that my legal opi­

"u .. IPn out to be correct.,, She ad­

tu 

think tllis is the healthiest 
'carsdale. In my opinion, 

ve 111 peace and harmony is 
f ... - ch otl1er of our cultural 

raditior1s in a pattern of 
" 0 ' nnru1ation. It's more sensi­

a11ce everyone's traditions 
ht n 1 a11d respect them.,, 

a turc1)l)' those on the other side of 
t reacted differently to the 

ourt s ruling. Former Mayor 
S re,· v..·110 cast the final and 

ec11D..J11 ote in both 1981 and 1982 to 
ise of Boniface Circle to the 

:ommit~e, said, ''Obviously I 
0

••a<J " tile decision.'' Mrs. Stone 

• 

s particularlY,-disappointed 
v ~ meant that the court 

ue a written opinion in the 
• 

Y r .Seymour Sims, who also voted 
a a st h creche each year' said that 

Vivu.&u a e preferred a decision that 
ga e t Supreme· Court's reasoning 
~et d T~e d~_sion means the Cir: 
c Co ru1i11g 1s 1n effect. Whatever 

ll
tl1 up1 inC' Court says, naturally we'll 

ve with 1t '' 
1 v n Fra11kel, the viii , 

spe al attorney i11 the case age s 
m ted 'I rn di , com­
the h 'd sappoi11ted. I wish 

eP11 a legal opinion one 
or th otl er ' 'fhe f or1r1er u s O • tw~y 
Court Jud e d lin d · · 1s r1ct 
vill , . ' ~c e to say whether the 
p1a ~~e hcts any legal recourse left ex 

irung tl1at he would have t di ' -
tl1e question wiU1 his Ii ts o scuss 

Both v· c en · incent Gilmore the 1 
the McCreary committ ' awyer for 

pO t4t · JCarP I 
Stewart agreed in his Decembe e5utlent 
decision. But the ~i~cuit Court t ~ , il1!stcbester a 
the Pawtucket dec1s1on as a gu{d~ 'II d iS now 8 
overturned Judge Stewart's decis•' ¢1 ttl~y, t · 

With the Establishment Clause 
1
0n. Co tJllent 

11 

to the display of the creche, the ;o~ ~versitY · 
court found that the plaintiffs' co lr~ 111e futtW 
tional right of free speech entitled~~ aduates ~ 

, to use public land to express ~ ~ Jteve_Ui 
message through the display oft~ .,f'. J{BrP Ul 
creche. ~ ~...,. octobe 

However, the Circuit C-Ourt ' !-fl 
stated that the village could estab~ 
content-neutral rules for the ~ v • I.A 
Boniface Circle if such rules se: a~ 
legitimate village interest. ed V 

~ked whe~her he thought the Villa tO .L' e 
might establish regulations restrict•~ 
the display of symbols on public J 
Mayor-elect William Glendon Seid 
''That wouldn't be my way of disPostt 
of the case, but I'm only one of seven 
He added that he has no indication the: 
any of the trustees favor such an a~ 
proach. 

paul and 
JnJleS Road 
of a daug) 
March 15, a1 
in North Tai 

Asked whether she feared that th S 
Village Board might pass rules the: CO U 
would effectively prevent the crecl't 
from returning to Boniface Circle afta ad V a 
four Christmases away, Mrs. Curra: &...1 

said, ''I don't think that would be veij 
wise.'' She added, ''I have enough cori 
fidence in our trustees and our nen 
mayor to feel that they are not going to 

play games.'' 
In addition to pt:rtnitting the Cid 

to be displayed in Boniface Circle nell 
Christmas, this week's Supreme eourl 
decision very likely means that tit 
plaintiffs' lawyers who have t,eei: 
wo~~g pro bonUt-n: will be paid.~ 
plamt1ff s prevail in a civil rights s~l 
federal law entitles •them to receli' 
''reasonable attorney's fees" frorn tilt 
party that has been found to ba\

1 

denied them their rights. . ·rt 
Gihnore said that he planS to pe~~~ 

for compenution, which will aIJlll"" 
to more than $100 000. MarVin Schi~ 
said that he has ~ot yet decided~~ 
seeking payment nor has he calc d~ 
what the amowit would be. If he tbl 
petition the court for payroent, 
amowit would be ''well into 
figures,'' he said. r,1_ 

Frankel will receive at>out $l: ~ 
for representing the village, ~1 ge' 
~hich will be paid by the VJP

8 

insurance company. 

Srh,vartz the C 1 ee, and Marvin 
torney s~1d there~ le Committee's at-

c.,_ ___ _;__ _______ _t: P-• • , re is no doubt that th 
11»1 _....,.An9111 .._...__... __ • e 

Talk on the arts 
Ki~ carlisle Hart, ~fl of . 
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By DAVID KffiKWOOD 

In a moment combining history with 
anti-climax, the Village Board Tuesday 
night quietly and without debate 
granted the Scarsdale Cre.che Com­
mittee's request to erect a Nativity 
display in Boniface Circle this 
Christmas season. 

The action formally concluded a long, 
often bitter dispute · that had divided 
the community and brought national 
attention to a case that was finally 
settled this spring by the U.S. Supreme 
Court. .. . 

Yet, except for the handful of 
newspaper and radio reporters who 
surrounded Cynthia Barsuhn, acting 
chairman of the Creche Committee, 
after the meeting, there was no 
evidence of the controversy that had 
begun in the ,same Village Hall 
auditorium, almost four years earlier, 
when the Village Board voted four­
three not to permit the creche to be 
placed in Boniface Circle, where it had 
stood every Christmas for nearly a 
quarter century. 

Before the current board approved 
the request of the Creche Committee, a 
group of private citizens representing 
several local churches, Village Attor­
ney Richard Gardella briefly reviewed 
the history of the case. Gardella 
recounted how supporters of the creche 
has sued the village in February 1983. 
That December, U.S. District Court 
Judge Charles Stewart upheld the 
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village's position that the Establisl_: ~ - .... 
ment Clause of the First Amendment .,,.,.. , 
prohibited religious displays on public : ... 
property. However, in June 1984, ~ -
three-judge U.S. Court of Appeals,: .. " ... 
Second Circuit, unanimously reversed- -.., ~ 
that decision. Finally, last March, the" ~ ~ ; 
Supreme Court deadlocked four-four- .,. ,., ... ._ 
on the village's appeal, thus leaving- ,. " 
the Circuit Court decision standing. ·: ... 

As Gardella explained, the village · .. - ~ 
was legally prohibited from barring tl}e _ . 
creche on First Amendment grounds.. ~ -
Thus, the trustees' action this week was 
a foregone conclusion. 

Mrs. Barsuhn said after the meeting,. . 
that the Creche Committee was ''very · 
happy that we can now put the creche " 
back in Boniface Circle.'' She said that : ~ 
she was ''sad that it had to come this ~ · 
way'.' (through legal action), but _. . 
declined further comment on the long .... 
controversy. She added that the - _ - _ 
creche, a tableau of life-sized figures - . ~ 
carved out of wood, would be installeq · . ~- .. 
on Dec. 19. It will be accompanied by a -
sign stating that the display has been - . 
erected by the Scarsdale Creche : · 
Committee, a private organizatioi;i, . 
using private funds. . _ . 

Although he did not speak during tbe 
meeting, there was .at least one · • : 
on-looker who opposed the board!$ 
action. Jerry Rosen, Westchest~r · · 
regional director of the Anti-Defama-: 
tion League (ADL) of B'nai B'rith, sai~ 
after the meeting, ''I'm disappointed.'' · 

(Co.ntinued on Page 8) 
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e Supreme Court's decisJ 1 

b}OC e . . if c· I , y 
l·ng that Bon ace Ire e WOUid decree il bl , 

o longer be ava a e as a Public ' 
forum, . and therefore not governed by 
the First Amendment freedom of , 
speech provision that had led the 
courts to rule in favor of the creche • 
supporters. , 

Ros·en, who said that he had come to • 
monitor the village's action on the f 
creche, explained that the ADL 
believes ''there is no place for religion ' 
in .the public sector.'' He added, ''We , 
don't oppose religion, but the proper • 
place for it is in the homes and the chur· ; 
ches and and the synagogues.'' He also ; 
warned · that offensive extremist · 
gro~ps, like the KU Klux Klan, might ; 
de~ide to hold demonstrations or put up i their own displays in Boniface Circle : 
an~ that the village Would be legally re- : 
Qllll'ed to Permit them. . 
C Rosen, who noted that the AOL 15 
urrently t • eche , 

from . rymg to prevent a er e 
White being displayed in f root of th,, 
to sa House, said it was "premature d 1 

Bonifa t~ keep the creche out 
ce Circle. 
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t b ck in Boniface Circle yesterday for the first time since Christmas of 1980. Shown 
The ~rec he wen 1 ~epainted figure of the infant Jesus is Teresa Vohnout, a memberof·the Scarsdale 
hold, ng the ne':"' ty With her is Doris Adler, another member. . 
Cree he Comm it ee. . Bernice Jones photo 

cars ere urns 
tnat had surrounded the creche was the possible by the U.S. Supreme Court. 
swarm of reporters, photographers and Last March, the Supreme Court 

·n the courts, the cameramen from metropolitan area deadlocked four-four on the issue, thus 
After years h 

1 
is back in Boniface newspapers and radio and television upl1olding a lower court decision that 

Scarsdale crec e stations. the Creche Committee had the right to 
Circle. a lawyer was in sight Cameras closed in as the newly re- put up a religious display in a public 

Not a judge n~r as a crew assembl- painted figure of the Christ child was forum. 
Thursday morn1ngd Nativity tableau in placed in the manger and each member "I feel super,,, said Patricia Curran, 
ed the carved woo ark where it had of the Creche Committee who arrived who was chairman of the Creche Com-
the little downtown p Christmas season quickly found herself surrounded by mittee when it sued the village in 1983 
been displayed eveTrhye only reminder of reporters asking how she felt about the for rejecting its request in 1981 and 1982 
from 1957 to 1980. bitter controversy return of the creche, which was made (Continued Qn Page 14) 
fueloogand~n - -•~ . 
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NIEUWENHUIZEN 

·ieuwenhuizen 
The bride is a Ph.D. candidate in 

organizational psychology at the 
University of Utrecht, The· 
Netherlands. Mr. Nieuwenhuizen is a 
business management consultant for 
Valvo Truck and Business Division in 
The Netherlands. 

Although none of their family or 
friends could be with them, the couple 
chose to be married here, because they 
love the USA and feel · at borne in 
Scarsdale. After a month's travel in the 

r USA, they will return to their home in 
Alphen aan den Rijn, The Netherlands. 

. 

~nybody? 
, 

~rec 
(Continued from Page 1) 

to display the creche. ''It's a great 
day,'' said Mrs. Curran, who recently 
moved to Wilton, Conn., but returned to 
Scarsdale for the occasion. She said 
that all during the four years that the 
creche was barred from Boniface Cir­
cle, ''We never doubted, even for a 
minute, that someday it would be back 
here.'' 

Teresa Vohnout, the only charter 
member left on the Creche Committee, 
expressed . similar feelings when 
ask_ed if she had thought the creche 
would ever return to Boniface Circle. 
''We had faith it would happen, and it 
happened,'' she said. 

Cynthia Barsuhn, acting chairman of 
the committee since Mrs. Curran mov-• 

ed from Scarsdale, said that she sees 
the creche as ''a symbol of peace and 
brotherhood.'' · 

While committee members express­
ed regret that the display had become 
engulfed in controversy, they agreed 
that it had b~en worth bringing a suit to 
restore the creche to its traditional 
place in Scarsdale. '~It Just wasn't 
Christmas without it,'' said one 
member. 

Mrs. Vohnout, in whose garage the 
six-foot high tableau with 10 hwnan a·nd 
animal figures has spent the past few 
Christmases, said that in the long run, 
the suit had made the situation easier, 
because "the court made the choice for 
all of us.'' She added, ''I'm ecstatic. It 
makes my Christmas." 

Installation took about two hours 
from the time the truck pulled up next 
to Boniface Circle carrying the creche, 
which was sculpted for the Creche Com­
mittee 30 years ago at a cost of more 
than $3000. The separate pieces on the 
display had to be screwed together, the 
figures dusted off, moss added to the 
floor of the manger and evergreens 
placed around. There was also a new 
sigQ put up, next to the creche, stating 
that the creche was erected and paid 
for by a ·private organization. 

Finally, everything was in place. The 
crew and the members of the commit­
tee had gone home and the reporters 
had headed off to other assignments. 
Only then did Boniface Circle once 
again look the way it had at Christmas 
before the Scarsdale creche became a 
constitutional issue reported and 
debated throughout the nation. 
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day gifting-or, if-horror of Ji 
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THE SCRUTABLE EAST--Shiseic 
tribution to the good life---inimitable . 
packaged _in_ sophisticated reusable ~ 
The prest1g1ous, world-wide compan 
fragrances---Zen, lnoui and Murasaki---art 
in five_, exclusively designed, limitei 
lacquerware containers that are statem 
themse~ves. ~hown here, from top tc 
Muraski Musi~ Box _adorned with Art 
styled butterflies and containing parft 
spray and eau _d~ parfum at $45; Muraski 
Pl~~sures set !n a rounded gold lacquer 
ta1n1ng Pure Mist eau de parfum and bod 
$26.50; ?en Fragrance Fan set with eau d~ 
a~d _solid _perfume at $18.50; Fragrances i 

trio 1~ a crimson box including Zen eau de c 
lnou1 eau de parfum and Muraski eau de p 
$19.50; and the Zen Fragrant Pleasures ; 
bl8:ck lacquer box with eau de cologne a, 
lotion at $26.50 . 
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_\I A th ong gathered Sunday ~fternoon r f:'who must have been a LJttle surprised at 
W car;, sing. Among the v1s1tors was an ' 
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~J!t/:HI,~~~~~~ • • 

3-year-old Meaghan Hearn 's gift request--a vacuum cleaner. 
Arey photos I 

in the back. house at 12 Cooper. Robert Savel.son 
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Traditional display 
Susan Campbell and her 4-month-old airedale Chloe pay a visit to the Scarsdale creche, which is on 
display this Christmas in Boniface Circle for the sec~nd year ~n a row after four y~ars' absence while 
the Scarsdale Creche case was being argued in the courts. Arey photo 

Metro-North lists holiday schedule 
• 

• 

' 

Metro-North trains and New York Ci­
ty subways anci buses. under the 
3urisdiction of the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority will operate 
on Sunday or holiday schedules on 
Christmas and New Year's Day. 

revelers going home. Metro-North's 
holiday timetables are available at 

Grand Central Terminal and outlying 

Regular service will be provided to­
day and Wednesday, Dec. 31 except 
that starting at 1 p.m. today and again 
on Dec. 31, Metro-North will add extra 
trains to regularly scheduled service 
leaving Grand Central Station. 

ticket off ices. 

' 

A holiday reminder 
' 

•About 50 percent of the serious, 
permanently disabling or fatal in­
juries resulting from car crashes 
could be prevented by wearing 
safety . belts, according to official 

not be drinking, remember that the 
best defense against a drunk 
driver is to wear your safety belt. 

•If you are driving in snowy or 
icy weather, your chances of hav-
• - - n n ft1Uc,l nn ArA '1rP.ater than fn 

• 

t 



~ucauon 1.u ha~ to keep .. these same kids' parents 
happy by not giving the kids police 
records so it won't interfere with them 
becoming doctors and lawyers.) The 
police deal with inebriated neighbors, 

everyone living 
community. 

and worKlllg u, "'.1.u) 
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LOIS WEISS 
11 Mayflower Road 
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To the Editor: 
A recent issue of a Westchester 

throw-away weekly is running a lead 
front page story . entitled, ':freche 
Uproar: Silence 2 Years Later. Inter­
viewed in this article, of course, and as 
a matter of course, is the chairlady of 
the Scarsdale Creche Committee. This 
good lady is reported to have had no 
complaints since the display has been 
restored. 

''I know both the Jewish community 
and the Christian community, and 
there has been no mention of it. As far 
as most people are concerned, they're 
glad it's back to normal.'' 

I am not altogether sure what 
she means is ''back to normal,'' the 
presence of the creche on public pro~r­
ty or the silence about its restoration. 
Suspecting as I do that she means the 
silence which makes the work of her 
committee untroublesome, let me now . 
break that silence both on my own · 
behalf as well as those in both 'ihe 
Jewish and Christian communities 
( neither of which is, incidentally, 
monolithic), as well as those non-
Jewish and non-Christian citizens who 
are also unwilling to surrender their 
principled beliefs in the name _of 
silence. 

Silence is not the norm for behavior in 
•itions against a free and democratic society. Public 
ane language, debate and discourse are the ''normal'' 
~ing books and ways of doing things in such a society. 
>nversation or Shutting up and shutting dowi1 do not 
.d other disrup- characterize an open society like ours. 
e of these were . Supreme Court decisions are not writ-
Weinberg said ten in stone. Moreover, 4-4 decisions do 
that the code not carry the force of precedence for 
lS, library staff future cases which will come to the 
, rules are and High Court on appeal. However, the 
ted. '' The staff court decision in our Scarsdale case has 
evict violators the force of law in that the tied decision 
ated offenders, of the court upholds the inferior court's 

determination that Scarsdale must give 
permission for the placement of the 
creche on public property. I respect the 
committee's present legal right to be 
acorded that permission by our Village 
Board. 

But I certainly do not have to accept 
or agree to the proposition that the 
issue has been resolved for all time. I , 
will not roll over and play dead and let 
the Scarsdale Creche Committee carry 
on under the illusion that its work is the 
expression of the Scarsdale communi­
ty. The sign of disclaimer notwithstan­
ding, the presence of an establishment 
religion's symbols on public property 
advances the purpose of a particular 
religion ~d, in the view of four 
members of the United States Supreme 
Court as well as in the view of a large 
nwnber of constitutional scholars, such 
a religious presence violates both the 
letter and the spirit of the religious 

· clauses in the Constitution. 
So long as a constitutional fonn of 

government accords its citizens to pro­
test and to properly overturn judicial 
decisions tlirough persuasive reason­
ing, I for one will routinely surface each 
year to express the pained hurt which I 
feel when the Scarsdale Creche Com­
mittee just as routinely requests and 
receives permission to place on public 
property a religious symbol. 

In another time in another social, 
econ·omic and political climate, it may 
yet be that the law of the land will be in­
terpreted differently from the way it 
was in McCreary v. Scarsdale. If not I 
will bear with my pain, but I will n'ot 
compromise my principles. 

Do not, then, count on silence, good 
people. 

IRVING SLOAN· 
Tompkins Road rary for up to a 
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By ELLEN SILBERMAN 

As it has every year sine~ the 1985 
Supreme Court ruling, the Scarsdale 
Board of Trustees last Tuesday 
unanimously approved the Scarsdale 
Creche Committee's request . to 
display a Nativity scene, or creche, in 
Bon if ace Circle. 

But after the vote, Irving Sloan, a 
middle school social studies teacher 
and opponent of the public display, 
read a statement he said was meant to 
remind residents and trustees that 
approval of the crech~ wasn't always 
business as usual. 

In ''the last few years (there's) just 
been a routine acceptance," Sloan said 
this Tuesday. Sloan, who is the village 
historian, said he spoke· as an 
individual. 

. He acknowledged that the board, 
t bound by a court order to allow the 
·:creche, couldn't tum down the request 
from the creche committee, but said 
he would like to see some board 
members abstain from the annual 
V0te. 

Those wbo ''feel in their hearts'' that 
th~ public creche is wrong shouldn't 
·vote for it, Sloan said. 

or spee 
disability benefits under the guidelines 

r ._ T - -

• 
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Cynthia Barshun, a member of the 
creche c·ommittee, said she wasn't 
surprised by Sloan's opposition. 

''He does have his opinion and it's 
fine by me," said Barshun, who 
described Sloan as outspoken in this 
views. In contrast, she described her 
committee as ''laid back.'' 

The creche committee, a group of 
representatives from local churches 
that comes together each year to erect 
the creche, first gained per111ission to 
display its Nativity scene in Boniface 
Circle, outside the Harwood Building, 
in 1957. 

History of controversy 
It is unclear when the annual 

display became controversial, but by· 
1976 some trustees had become 
uncomfortable with the idea. That 
year, both the Law Committee and the 
Advisory Committee on Human 
Relations studied the issue before 
trustees voted 4 to 1 to permit the 
creche. Two board mem hers were 
absent. 

After the vote, Leonard Rubin, an 
attorney with the New York Civil 

Continued on page 23 
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Should there be autolllatic creche approval? 
s bid 

K>rta• 

3,519 

Continued from page 1 
Liberties Union and Scarsdale 
resident, sued the village, ~aying that 
the board's authorization of a 
sectarian religious display on public 
land constituted the establish1nent of 
religion and violated the First and 

ti1ne in four years. 
Strong language 

Sloan• s appearance last week 
1narkcd the first public criticism of the 
creche since its return. 

officials to deny Chabad-Lubavitch 
permission to erect a nine-foot high 
menorah in Tibbits Park. 

" I thought (the Supreme Court 
decision) was for everyone," she said. 

Coincidentally, Richard Gardella, 
the village attorney, will sketch the 
history of Scarsdale' s creche case for 
the Westchester County Bar 
Association Municipal Law Section at 
a luncheon next Tuesday. 
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Fourteenth Amendments. 
Rubin's suit was dismissed by a 

federal judge who said the issue 
should be decided by a state court. 

Throughout the late '70s, the board 
remained split on the issue and 
continued to approve the display. 
Then, in 1981, trustees rejected the 
creche committee's request for the 
first time, voting 4 to 3, not to allow 
the creche on public land. 

That year, the Nativity scene was 
erected on private land on Chase 
Road, just across the street from 
Boniface Circle. , 

In 1982, trusteeS again voted against 
the creche. In February 1983, the 
creche committee and a se_cond 
't' ens committee sued the village 

c1 i~ the board's rejection of th_e 
saying d 'ved them of their 
Nativity scene epn h d free 
. freedom of speec an . 

~!!r~i: of religion, violating the First 
. nth Amendments. 

them to 
. revenues 

and Fourtee b r a us District Court 
That Dece~ ethe village's favor, 

judge _rule~h~~ the Establishment 
agreeing the First Amendme~t 
Cla~s~ of r ·ous displays on public 

ed. 
► tests, the 
. revenues LC 
The new 

prohibited re ig1 
property. ·n June t 984, the US 

And while he said he wasn't 
criticizing the board for approving the 
resolution - he pointed out that he 
spoke after the vote - his language 
was strong. 

"If nude dancing, Oag burning and 
Nazi marches are symbolic speech 
worthy of constitutional protection so 
too is a Nativity scene at Christmas 
time in public park. But I submit that a 
creche on public property during a 
religious holiday has a religious and 
not a secular purpose," Sloan said, 
reading from a prepared statement 

"I am not here tonight to lambast 
the Scarsdale Creche Committee for 
its persisting insensitivity to the 
increasing non-Christian population of 
the village," Sloan said, noting that he 
had "too much personal respect and 
even affection" for individuals in the 
group to condemn their actions. 

"They have the constitutional right, 
but is it the right thing to do?" he said 
this week. Sloan said he looked 
forward to a day when the Supreme 
Court decision was challenged and 
reversed. . . 

The Supreme Courts decision, 
Barshun said, cleared th~ way f~r. her 
committee to retu~n to it~ trad1uon. 
She described Boniface Circle as t~e 
perfect place for the creche and said 
the committee had took~d at other 
spots for the display and reJected them 
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for one reason on anothe~. . 
"If you don't care to view 1t you can 

look another way," she said. 
Sloan said he was not oppose_d 

simply to Christian sy~~ls on public 
land but felt that no rehg1ous symbols 
should be permitted. He aJ.>plau~ed 
this week's decision by White Plains 
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In response to the Hasidic group's 
petition, the White Plai~s City 
Council passed a resolution that 
prohibits "fixed outdoor displa)'.(s) of 
religious or political symbols 1n the 
city's parks." 

"That's a wonderful decision .. .I'm 
very happy with what happened 
there," he said. 

Barshun said she was "swprised" by 
the White Plains decision. 
"I can sympathize with that gr~up 
(Chabad-Lubavitch)," she said, _no;mg 
tnat tne creche committee had 1nv1te<1 
their "Jewish friends" to "put up a 
menorah" but had been turned down. 

Wednesday, Gardella said he agreed 
to give the presentation to help other 
"municipal attorneys deal with the 
issue." He said he hoped the talk 
wouldn't stir up the old controversy in 
Scarsdale. 

Outside council was hired to defend 
the village and Gardella, who began 
working for Scarsdale in 1983, said he 
had little to do with the case. 

•••••••••••••••• ••••••• 
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• GIVE YOURSELF A HO~ 
: ~c:u i....,.~lJ • GT-n,. r 
• 1slan ~ 
• ·our •/"11"1tt' /j(4JnJ ;Jlt.J fllt •Jfr.s,irt ( 1,r '/tl•c mpu: •~0.1/ • 

• t,etween Mloml & Mloml Beoch 

For the Holidays ... 
Treat Him or Her to a Day of Luxury 

at Eva of Sweden Unisex 
Marriot Hotel 

which includes: 

• Facial 
• Swedish Massage 
• Hair Styling 
• Manicure-Pedicure 
• Make,up 
• For Him ... Foot Massage 
• Light Lunch in a Garden 

Setting 

• 
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Scarsdale, so the driver was used tor 
other company projects as well. . 

Allan said the weather was Just 
right on Monday and Tuesday for the 
concrete to be poured, but now the 
pouring will be delayed again. '' And 
it's the taxpayers in Scarsdale who 
suffer for it,'' he said. 

The village is paying $160,000 for 
the replacement of the bridge, a ftfth 
of the $800,000 cost. Federal money 
administered by the state covers the 
rest 

lU.:> V" • • ""'V&:&tr.>U&W..t.At:, ............. ' .... ""' ... """"" ... ._,, ....... 

Now Greenes advises companies on 
mergers, acquisitions, and 
management decisions. He also 
prepares position papers for trade 
associates and maintains numerous 
professional affiliations. Currently he 
is president of the East Coast Energy 
Council. 

Green es has shared his professional 
expertise generously with the village, 
serving as village trustee from 1987 to 
1991; as president of the Town Club 

' I 
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By DAVID J. GLENN 
With ''no grounds for denial,.,, the 

Village Board has again voted to 
allow the display of a Nativity scene 
on public property in Boniface Circle. 

As they had done every year since a 
1985 U.S. Supreme Court ruling 
compelled them, the board members 
agreed Tuesday evening to allow the 
Scarsdale Creche Committee to erect 
die small display. 

The creche was displayed in 
Boniface Circle every December from 
1956 to 1981, when the Village Board 
frrst denied the Cree he Committee's 
request on the grounds that the display 
was offensive to an increasing number 
of Scarsdale residents. 

"We have no grounds for denial," 
Trustee Walter Handelman, Law 
Committee chairman, said before the 

regu]ar board meeting. 
But before the board members 

voted, Handelman read a statement 
declaring he would abstain from 
voting. He said he previously had 
voted in favor only because of the 
1985 ruling, which capped ''litigation 
that cost our citizen taxpayers 
thousands of dollars and much 
personal anguish,'' the trustee said. 

''I shall not ;tote to approve this 
application this· year becau.se I want to 
register publicly my disappointment 
with the attitude that is shown by the 
Creche Committee in ren_ewing it, 
each year r :- .without making the 
smallest effort to change the site of the 
creche to a more :appropriate 
location.'' j 

The other trustees also said they 
were voting yes only because of the 

• 

}-'.1.V}""'IJl""'"6 """'••J• .. " ...... . ,.... • .,. ,. ,. - --- -- -.-c;,---

to reduce .the volume of new houses 
and additions relative to lot size, 
occupied much of 1990-91 and finally 
went down with the Board of Trustees 
split on the issue. Greenes said he was 
not ''completely satisfied'' with that 

• 
outcome. 

After he retired from the Village 
Board, Greenes brought his famous 
consensus-building talents to another 
emotional land-use issue when he was 

Continued on page 23 

er rotest 
court rulings, and agreed with 
Handelman that the Creche 
Committee should rethink its position. 

Mayor William Mccreery said he 
would ask Scarsdale clergymen to 
meet with the committee and ask it to 
move the display. 

No one at the Village Board 
meeting spoke on behalf of the 
committee .. 

Listed on the display application 
was Cynthia Barshun of 307 
Boulevard; the same address was 
given ,for the committee. Barsh•1" 
could not be reached for comment 
before presstime. 

Attorney Kathleen McCreary, who 
brought the original lawsuits, said 
Wednesday there was no need for 
anyone from the committee to be at 
• Continued on page 13 

-
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Continued from page 1 
y•s meeting. ''It should be a 
process now,•• she said. 

e said that Handelman' s 
ment, and the other trustees' 

of it, only served to perpetuate 
mtroversy. ''I do not see why the 
ces continue to exacerbate the 
t."' McCreary said. "The 

ity has put it behind." 
·e live in a pluralistic society," 
zdded. "They're (the village) 
! me to privatize the expression 

religion. It's my constitutional 
k> have equal access to a public 

to engage in speech including 
· speech. That's the essence of 
issue.·· 
~ stressed that the creche will be 
~bl1c park, a traditional m~um 
~lie expression, not at Village 
or a similar seat of government . 

ty. 
s ungracious and unneces~ to 
s lo alter o ur longs~an,110& 
us traditions •• she said. The 

' • h ever· nity is more diverse t an ' 
• · the more lllore dive1 .e 1t 1s, 

. • 1 t everyone express l It lS to e 
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their religious and cultural heritage." 
Irving Sloan, a middle school social 

studies teacher, made an impassioned 
plea to the board last year to deny the 
Creche Committee's application, 
arguing that it had a "persisting 
insensitivity to the increasing non­
Christian population of the village." 

Sloan said Tuesday night he hadn't 
anticipated the trustees' response. 
"I've never been more proud of 
government than I am tonight," he 
said. 

He dispensed with most of the 
prepared statement he had planned to 
deliver. 

The controversy, which in Scarsdale 
has been heralding Yuletide just as 
regularly as the Macy's Thanksgiving 
Day Parade does in New York, pits 
two parts of the First Amendment 
against each other - the right of free 
speech, and the prohibition against 
any establishment of religion by 
government. 

After the trustees turned down the 
application for the second time in 
1982, the creche committee sued the 
village. In December 1983, a U.S. 

program, be it an honors or a modified 
class, she said. 

"We're looking for students who can 
come into Edgemont schools and thrive," 
Conboy said. 

The proposed policy will be revised to 
• • -- - - ..J --4-

District Court judge agreed with the 
village that the First Amendment 
prohibited religious displays on public 
property. 

But in June 1984 the U.S. Court of 
Appeals reversed that ruling, and the 
reversal was upheld by the U.S. 
Supreme Court in a 4-to-4 deadlock in 
March 1985. 

Dr. John Elliott Jr., pastor of the 
Greenville Community Reformed 
Church on Ardsley Road, said that 11 
years ago, when the controversy 
emerged, the church placed a creche 
on its lawn "as a statement that church 
and state should be separate. There are 
enough places, enough churches 
where a Nativity scene can be placed 
- we don't need to have the 
government do it." 

Elliott added that there has been "a 
lack of tolerance on either side" of the 
issue. He said that was unfortunate ,,. . 
since the controversy 1s a mountain 
out of a molehill" - the creche at 
Boniface Circle is only a few feet 
high, he stressed, an~ i~ not a loomll!g 
image of imposed rel1g1on. But he said 
that, on principle, it should not be 

placed on government property. 
Rabbi Peter Gluck of the recently 

formed Congregation B 'nai Elohim 
said Tuesday, "We have separation of 
church and state in the Constitution. 
When that line is crossed, it sets one 
religious faith on top of others, and 
that's not what we do in the United 
States." 

Gluck said he would have the same 
attitude against a Jewish symbol 
displayed on public property. Placing 
a Chanukah menorah along with th_e 
creche, as the committee had 
suggested, would not be the answer 
either, Gluck said, since Chanulcah 
has nothing to do with Christmas. 

A possible solution, he continued, 
would be a community policy of 
allowing each local religious or 
cultural group to erect a display at a 
time of year of its choosing. 

He added that safeguards against 
hate groups, such as prohibiting 
displays that denigrate any other 
group, could be built into the policy. 

at Edgemont 
with fellow board member Abby Ship­
per the two are beginning the long pro­
cess of bringing Edgemont's policy 
manual up to date. 

Their study will begin with three poli­
cies: access to school documents, pri­
u.Q(''-{ nrotections for student records and 

after a public hearing on each policy. 
The gift policy, to be presented at the 

Jan. 26, meeting, will be the first to be 
examined. 

New policies are needed on disaster 
preparation, child abuse prevention and ~ -_._!-- nn,t oovnQl h~rn.~~ment. Stone 
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In last week's news articl~ by Da~id 
Glenn one could get the 1mpress1on 
that the creche display itself "was 
offensive to an increasing number of 
Scarsdale residents" because the 
Village Board members' approval vote 

" was ''under protest. 
Toe objection i_s not to t~e. symbol 

and its holy meaning to Chrisnans, but 
only to its setting on public property. I, 
who have articulated objection through 
the years, yield to no one in my respect 
for what the nativity scene means to the 
Christian community. 

Beyond that, I would def end their 
right to worship and contemplate its 
sacred meaning in their churches and 
homes no l~ than I would pursue my 
own rights in my synagogue and home. 
· The erection of a creche or any other 
religious symbol, be it a menorah or a . 
portrait of the Reverend Moon on 
public premises, contributes an added 
dimension and meaning that could 
never be achieved through any other 
strategy. 

The importance of such a display is 
not that more people can perceive it 
(Boniface Circle is an almost obscure 
setting), but rather that those who 
perceive it in its public setting will 
recognize a government sanction and 
endorsement accorded the particular 
religious doctrine instinctive in the 
symbol. 

Again and again and even now, 
physically comparable or even more 
desirable vantage points for religious 
displays in Scarsdale are offered to the 
Scarsdale Creche Committee. But the 
potent impact of the message conveyed 
by the fact of a religious presence on 
government grounds could not be 
purchased for any amount of money. 

ow m your To contend, as Kathleen McCreary 
does, that the community has put the 
display of religious symbols on public 
property "behind it" is specious . 

hools with 
. better test 

• r exercise. 

formerly . 
r:zle schools 
prk .,~ tat,e,<, 11 

Would she suggest that the six out of 
seven Village Boaird members, who 
urge her c·ommittee to meet with 
Scarsdale clergy to discuss and arrange 

..Jl L L a..., ,t,1 

The erection of a · 

creche or any other 

religious symbol on 

public premises 

contributes an added 

dimension and meaning 

that could never be 
• 

achieved through any 

other strategy. 

nativity scene at Christmas time in a 
public park? , 

But the essential difference is a 
determining one. A creche on public>' 
property during a religious holiday ,J • 

standing alone sans any secular figures; • 
or symbols, is a sacred symbol that ~ , 
a religious purpose. .. 

• I • 

It is the purpose that the committee 
overlooks in making the argument that 
it is its ''constitutional right to have, ~ 
equal access to a public forum to ' 
engage in speech including religious. j 

speech," as spokeswoman McCreary 
puts it 

My answer is that the purpose of the \ ' 
committee is to exploit public property> ) 
for its private purpose. Mrs. McCreary . ; 
objects to the Village Board's request. 1 
''to privatize the expression of my ; 
religion." Why shouldn't the" ~ 
community through its governmental' ~ 

to move its display from public grounds representatives make such a request? : ) 
to private and/or church land, aim at One hopes that, in time, the President 
stirring up their constituents? Or can will appoint to the United Statesi:, 1 
she recognize that their proposal Supreme Court a justice who will cite, t 

reflects a significant number of their an Irish Catholic justice's dissenting 
constituents, both Christian and non- opinion (Justice William J. Brennan,' j 

Christian? the now-retired giant of judicial history) · J 

There is a legal maxim, "Lex non in the Pawtucket creche case where the::" 
curat de minimus," which means that 5-4 majority held the creche as non-
the law does not concern itself with sectarian, and therefore constitutionally __ 
trifles. People who advocate Nativity protected, This great civil liberterian• " 
scenes displayed at Christmas time in wrote "For Christians, the essential : .. 
publicly owned places tend to say "de message of the nativity is that God · J 
minimus" - not worth fighting about. became incarnate in the person of1 t. 
Protestants used to say "de minimus" Christ." He lambasted the majority for-., 
when Roman Catholics objected to the their insensitivity toward the feelings of~ ~ 
use of the King James Bible in the non-Christians. .., 
public schools. 

No, good people of the Scarsdale It is this same insensitivity of the 
Creche Committee, this is no trifling Scarsdale Creche Committee that will ~ J 
matter that the board and much of its keep the creche on public premises! .;. 
constituency are objecting to. alive, if not well, for some time to r,.. 

Flag burning and Nazi marches have come. It will never be "behind us," Mrs. i:. ~ 
been held to be symbolic speech worthy McCreary, so long as you and your 
of constitutional protection. On the face committee persist in turning a well-~ 0 

of it, there is a somewhat persuasive meaning evocation into a poor-spirited" '1 
argument that if such offensive provocation. Your message of1; 
expressions have a protected right to Christianity and Christmas deserves • 1 
use public premises, then whv not a better. · 

' • " f' 't "-11 "' q' l • ' l 
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of our citizens that, in other times and places, governments tried to force 
the beliefs of the majority on the minority and persecuted those who 

... , 

differed. 
Yes, the committee has the legal right to display the creche in Boniface 

Circle. But the holiday spirit would be better kept in Scarsdale if the 
figures stood on private or church property next year. 

De GROOT PHOTO 
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Before 1981, the word creche had for many Scarsdale residents a 

pleasant connotation: the Nativity scene with all its appealing elements of 
humility and awe, kingly splendor and shepherdish poverty, and the 
wonder, love and hope inspired by the birth of Jesus. 

Now, after 11 years of arguing about the appropriateness of permitting 
a religious symbol on public property, the word creche has become 
synonymous here with conflict and resenttnent. ''Free speech!'' says 
one group. ''Separation of church and state!'' says another. In letters to the 
editor they trade charges of intolerance and insensitivity. 

• 

Many people, Jews and Christians alike, are tired of the predictable 
dispute at a time when both religions are celebrating joy and peace, 
giving and remembrance. They prefer to ignore the unobtrusive little 
scene in Boniface Circle. After all, the highest court in the United States 
has ruled that the village may not refuse to approve the Creche 
Committee's annual request. 

This year there was a variation in the rite of court-enforced approval:· 
Village Trustee Walter Handelman - a just and sensitive man who 
happens to be Jewish - - abstained from the vote to approve the display, 
saying he wanted to ''register publicly'' his disappointment in the Creche 
Committee's refusal to compromise. And Mayor William Mccreery - a 
just and sensitive man who happens to be Christian - agreed. The mayor 
said he would ask Scarsdale clergy and the Advisory Council on Human 
Relations to meet with the committee to work out a solution. 

But Handelman and Mccreery are bound by the 1985 Supreme Court 
ruling. The only party w,io can do anything to soothe this annual angst is 
the Creche Committee. 

We believe the committee should find another home for the creche. In 
the past, churches and even a business have offered alternative sites, but 
the committee has stuck to its legal right to erect the display in Boniface 
Circle. . 

We know the committee believes that individual citizens have a right to 
express themselves in a public forum, whether their views be religious or 
political. But we'd like to ask its members what the symbol of the 
Nativity means to them, and why they want it in this p~icular place. 
Specifically, why place a symbol of love and compassion in a place 
where it causes division and pain? 

As a religious symbol, the Nativity expresses Christianity in its purest 
fonn: ideals unsullied by centuries of distortion, betrayal and 
exploitation. Christians do not look at Jesus, Mary and Joseph and 
remember the swastika. But they must understand that among Jews, 
Holocaust memories are powerful and deep; they lend weight to minor 
insults and political overtones to religious symbols. When the Christian 
symbol of love and peace evokes memories of hate and oppression, it is 
not exalting the Christmas message but demeaning and devaluing it. 

The image of the Christ Child on public property is a reminder to some 
of our citizens that, in other times and places, governments tried to force 
the beliefs of the majority on the minority and persecuted those who 

. differed. 
Yes, the committee has the legal right to display the creche in Boniface 

Circle. But the holiday sptlit would be better kept in Scarsdale if the 
figures stood on private or church property next year. 
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To the Editor: 
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creche both desecrated 
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By DAVID J. GLENN 
The convergence this year of Christn1as and 

Hanukkah tueant concurrent candle-lighting, 
singing, gift-giving - and desecration. 

T\vo shepherds of the creche at Boniface 
Circle were found broken Saturday morning, 
Dec. 20 ._ the first ti1ne in the 40-year history of 
the creche it's ever been vandalized. Men1bers of 
the Scarsdale Creche Com.n1ittee quickly repaired 
the wooden, hand-carved figures. 

Then at about 1 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 27, the 
fourth day of Hanukkah, Scarsdale police on 
patrol saw that three of the eight branches of the 
electric menorah in Chase Park - t\vo on the left 
and one on the right - were broken off. 

It was a virtual re-enactment of a desecration 

)U 
0. 
ire 

ii-

rs tn December 1995. when three branches on the 
left side were ripped off. In late November 1994, 
a swastika was scrawled at the base of the Chase 
Park menorah, as they were earlier that autumn 
painted on a car, a stop sign, and later on two 
homes. 
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In the current cases, Scarsdale police are work­
ing with the new Bias Crime Unit of the 

an, Westchester County district attorney's office. 

• 

File PHOTO ne, 
,ied 
,pe. 
)m­
the 
17. 

"We're hopeful that our joint efforts will send the 
message that these kind of acts won't be tolerat­
ed," said DA spokesman David Hebert. He urge~ 
anyone with information to call, anonymously 1f 
preferred, Westchester County Crime Stoppers at 
1-800 898-TIPS (8477). Up to $5,000 will be 

Above, the Boniface Circle creche. Both shepherds were uprooted; an 
ankle was broken on the one at right. 

l be awarded to anyone giving information leading to 
the arrest and conviction of the vandal or vandals. 

n,di-
1ical 
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Asked if he thought the menorah vandalism 
was an act of anti-Semitism or just a prank by 
some kids, Hebert said that it wasn't determined, 

ters. but "whether a religious symbol is attacked out 
of ignorance or out of religious hatred, it can't be 
tolerated." 

Left, Rabbi Vevl Butman lights the seventh candle of a menorah at Chase 
Park in front of a large metal menorah that replaced the one vandalized 
over the weekend. 
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fonnn next month to discuss \vays to prevent acts 
of religious and ethnic hatred. 
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"We're treating these as bias crimes," said 
Scarsdale Police Det. Christopher Pelligrini , "but 
it may just be some people who are against any­
thing that's put up in the village, or some kids, 
out of school on th.e break, hanging out and look­
ing for mischief." He said that on Friday night, 
Dec. 27, police told a group of young people 
downtown to move on. "It may be retaliation 
against the police. We're just not sure," 
Pellegrini said. 

I 
"It's sad that there are people 

doing this. " 
-Teresa Vohnout, co-chair of the Scarsdale 

Creche Committee 

"The Scarsdale deseqation is another unfortu­
nate example o why N'~w York State needs anti­
bias legislatio - now," the AJ Congress said in 
a statement. " e Wes;?'liester division will con­
tinue its effort so t t 1998 becomes the year in 
which those; O..cQ!!lm ate crim in New 

The group replaced the menorah - which 
costs about $1,000 - at Chase Park, with a spe­
cial ceremony Monday evening for the seventh 
day of Hanukkah "to send a message of democra­
cy and freedo1n," Butrnan said. "This is in keep­
ing with the teaching of the Rebbe [the 
Lubavitcher spiritual leader] to always counter 
negativity with positive actions." 

About a dozen people - and three television 
news crews - showed up in the rain in dimly lit 
Chase Park for the ceremony. Butman first lit the 
shamas, the guide candle, of a small menorah 
and, while reciting the traditional blessing, used 
it to light the seven candles for the stan of the 
seventh day of Hanukkah. He then flicked the 
s·N1tc.h l'o1• ,he seven electric candles of the large, 
rnctal rnenorah. 
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If a perpetrator is found - which law enforce­
ment officials concede is unlikely since the acts 
were done under cover of darkness, there were 
no witnesses that anyone knows of, and there is 
Ht\le evidence to go by - the charge probably 
would be criminal rnisch1cf or other misde­
m~i111or, Hebert said that the district attorney, 
Jeanine Pirro, has been pushing the state legisla­
ture to make such bias crimes a felony. 

York will ~t 1 · receive proper punish ent for 
their vi<iiou~-c1s"' ' · 

The Westchester Region of the American 
Jewish Congress, chaired by Greenburgh 
Supervisor Paul Feiner, is also calling on the leg­
islature to toughen penalties for hate crimes. 

The "rno t erttc1ive tool" against such ,icrs\ is 
education sajij Rabbi Butman, director of 
Chabad Lu ttch of Westchester County, which 
had put up the menorah at Chase Park as well as 
the l 5-foot menorah in the Golden Horseshoe 
shopping center and other menorahs around the 
county. The Lubavitchers are planning to hold a 

Butman said in an interview that he was glad 
in a way that the ceremony was in a cold, dark 
rain, since it showed that people were willing to 
sacrifice cornfort to keep the Hanukkah lights 
burning. 

Mayor Ed Morgan and assistant district attorney 

Defming 'sqund basic education' 
Forum to address state funding to schools to be held 

By ILENE NECHAMKIN 
Let's say you assemble all the stu­

dents at Scarsdale High School in the 
gym. You teU one group that they can 
have all the competent teachers and all 
the well-equipped laboratories and all 
the up-to-date textbooks they' II need. 

And you tell the other group, quite 
simply, they' re on their own. 

That bleak, unjustifiable scenario, 
was suggested by Dr. Thomas Sobol, 
longtime Scarsdale resident and former 
~uperintcndcnt of its schools, and for­
mer New York State commissioner of 
education. to describe the current con-

New York County. 
In 1995, the highest court, the Court 

of Appeals, issued a preliminary ruling, 
declaring that Article XI of the state 
constitution guaranteed every student 
an opportunity for a "sound basic edu­
cation." 

CFE had argued that the system of 
School fu nding effectively denied 
exactly that opportunity to thousands of 
the state's school children. especially 
students in property-poor districts and 
those with special needs. Michael 
Rebell, executive director and litigation 
of CFE, said that New York C'hv <111-

Supreme Court, New York County for 
a full trial - now set for 1988 - and 
requested public input on how best to 
define a sound basic education. The 
lower court's decision will change the 
state education financing formula. 

(The court also held that a sound 
basic educa~on requ(r~s. ntinimally ade­
quate physical fac1ht1es, minimally 
adequate "instrumentalities of learn­
ing," including desks, chairs and rea­
sonably current textbooks, minimally 
adequate _teaching of reasonably up-to­
date curncula, and a sufficient number 
of ~tlP.t111::1tP.lv trAiniPti n,..rc-.............. 1, 

John Zaruski joined the rabbi at the ceremony. 
Morgan said earlier in a statement, "We are 

outraged at this appalling act of disrespect in this 
season where many traditions remember miracles 
of love and closeness of the family. The message 
for all of us must be and is that the time when 
anyone can quietly accept such despicable acts is 
past." 

Teresa Vohnout, co-chairman of the Scarsdale 
Creche Comminee, said she thought the creche 
desecration ,vas probably a prank by young peo­
ple. "It's sad that some people think they don't 
have better things to do," she said. She was sur­
prised, and relieved, that no figures were actually 
taken, and that the baby Jesus figure was undis­
turbed. 

The figures of~ shepherds were bolted to the 
floor of the creche; the vandal or vandals appar­
ently tried tb pull them out. One of them was 
pulled all the way off (b\lt not othenvise dam­
aged) and the other remained partially attached, 
with its ankle broken, Vohnout said. 

"We really feel sorry about what happened 
with the menorah, too," she said. "It's sad that 
there are people doing this." 
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