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As America comes to grips with the full scale of
slavery in its history, we are learning that Scars-
dale is implicated too. As part of this reckoning,
the Junior League of Central Westchester (JLCW),
Dennis Culliton of Witness Stones Project, ge-
nealogist and historian Teresa Vega and faculty
and students from Scarsdale High School pooled
their resources and their passion for social justice
to begin uncovering one of the untold stories of
Wayside Cottage in Scarsdale. They discovered
that Cottage owner Thomas Hadden enslaved Rose
Heady and the seven children she had by Hadden.
He freed them upon his death in 1761 —they were
the first known freed Black family of Westchester
County—and left them resources to become a
foundational family in the County, and beyond.
Many generations later, their descendants, includ-
ing Vega, have carried on their legacy. A ceremony
was held on Friday, June 7, as part of dedicating
eight Witness Stones at the Cottage in memory
of Rose and her children, Elenor, Jacob, Dennes,
Amos, Robert, Frances and Lazarus, and to honor
the pivotal role they played.

JLCW president Danielle Marino called it a
‘most important and very special day” at a place
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near and dear to both the Village of Scarsdale.
She noted that Emily Butler donated the property
to the Village in 1917, and the Junior League took
over custodianship in 1953, running educational
tours for decades. Three years ago, a new inves-
tigation brought Thomas Hadden and his family’s
ownership to light, along with the adjacent reality
of Rose Heady and her/their family. By partnering
first with Witness Stones and then with Scarsdale’s
school district, a new educational journey began.
“The goal,” said Marino, “was to educate first our
membership, then our schools and then in turn



our community at large about all the inhabitants
that have lived at Wayside Cottage over the years
and the impact that they have had on the commu-
nity as a whole.”

Ali Park, President-Elect of JLCW agreed. “We
embarked on this project with Witness Stones
because we wanted to better tell the story of this
beautiful building,” she said. “We have been
telling stories behind this building for 70 years
now, but we knew that we weren't telling the whole
story. We needed more information.”

Park said that an April 2023 article in The
Scarsdale Inquirer by Todd Sliss, caught the
attention of Scarsdale High School teachers Beth
Colleary and Kathleen McGreal, who then ignited
the curiosity of dozens of students in their class-
es. Two in particular, Layden Kennedy and Noah
Auerbach, embarked on their own mission through
an independent study to research and report their
findings on the Hadden-Heady family.

“Involving kids in historical research is so im-
portant because when you do historical research
you have to be really comfortable with the idea of, ‘I
don't know,” Park said. “Through them and the work
that we've done, despite not having a lot of recorded
information on Rose and her children, | feel like |
know Rose and her kids personally and | know that



a lot of other people here today feel the same.”

Layden Kennedy then talked about some of the
rich history of Wayside Cottage, the home of the
first woman’s club and library, from the time of the
American Revolution to the Suffragettes. But, she
said, it was the Heady family who lived in Scars-
dale both as slaves and free people just over 200
years ago that stood out.

“As we rest these stones here today it's incred-
ibly important to us that it not only represents a
change in Scarsdale history, but from now on the
people of Scarsdale, and especially its students,
will have a better understanding of the true history
of our country and the true history of the land we
work and live on,” Kennedy said.

During the high school’s Non Sibi day last
month, Kenndey and Auerbach gave their fellow
students a tour of the building and shared their
research. “Wayside Cottage is not just a building,
it is a treasure trove of our community’s history, a
place where stories of the past come alive,” Auer-
bach said. The students plan to hold an exhibition
at Wayside Cottage in September to help others
understand the “deeper connection to the place
we all call home” and create a “bridge between the
past and the present.”

Dennis Gulliton, a former teacher, founded Wit-
ness Stones in 2017, modeling it after the more
than 100,000 stolpersteine or “stumbling stones”

in Germany, and throughout Central Europe, that
have been telling “one story at a time” about the
Jews killed in the Holocaust. For Culliton, attach-
ing individual names and personal information to
enslaved people is a way to teach about slavery in
a way that resonates deeply.

Hearing there were 2,700 enslaved people in
Connecticut in 1790 just doesn't strike people the
same way, he says, or even seem like it was pos-
sible. But it was.“We don’t want to tear any signs
down, we don't want to tear down any statues, we
want to put another layer on the story, and in many
ways make it more colorful,” Culliton said. “Rose,
through her abilities, inherited property, and
with our ability to find the property she inherited
through the good work of Teresa and Ali we were
able to look at her and her family and see a story
that kind of opened up before us.”

Last week, the 200th witness stone was placed
in Connecticut. New York is just getting started
with about a dozen this year, including eight so far
in Scarsdale. Culliton will be spending Juneteenth
in New Paltz on the historic Huguenot Street. Over
the past seven years, Witness Stones has reached
more than 15,000 students. With the support of
educators, Culliton has been able to “help build
that empathy and help build the understanding of
who lived here and who helped build the commu-
nities,” which he said, “changes our vision when
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you see slaves were involved in the landscape.”

Vega was accompanied by two other relatives
who are descendants of Rose Heady and her
children, whom Vega said have a “unique and
significant place in the history of this area.” While
there are many questions about the relationship
between Heady and Hadden that Vega continues
to ask, tracing her lineage since 2008 has opened
her eyes to a world she never knew. The witness
stones, Vega said, will be “tangible reminders of
their lives lived here.” The original witness stones,
she said, were unmarked tombstones.

“Today as we stand here at Wayside Cottage, we
honor the first family of Westchester for beckoning
us to reclaim our ancestral narratives,” Vega said.
“Their voices echo through the annals of history,
guiding us with a newfound mandate to write our an-
cestors and their communities back into the historic

record, ensuring they are erased no more. When we
look at the legacy left by our extended family we just
see how foundational they were in every way. It is
with gratitude and reverence we extend our heartfelt
thanks to Rose, Elenor, Frances, Robert, Lazarus,
Dennes, Amos and Jacob. Their legacy propels us
forward on the battlefield of remembrance armed
with a conviction to honor their sacrifices and pre-
serve their rightful place in history.”

The stones are being placed in the garden on
the left when you come onto the Wayside Cottage
property from the parking spaces out front, with
the stones on both sides of the path leading to
a yellow rose bush and a bench under a shade
tree. The roses signify not only Rose Heady, but
the State flower of New York and the flower of the
Junior League, in a perfect setting for reflection on
the past, present and future.
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The Will of Thomas Hadden from NYS Archlves Digital Collections

T o AGYETTS Ty TN B " AT

J?Z??flc)ﬂmzwﬂ“’%”’”‘ beﬂ /&w&‘*}»ﬁ% 2/52/ gy’///um' ;wz /f}//wf &urf%ﬂﬂ 03¢5 Wfﬁ) o@vm ﬁm 6) C

s e 9 < zat Y= 1L# 9 f/EW/%" “, .
‘U”v‘lj‘ e /”‘Z’mzas‘#%mo ~%Zd/nﬂdl/"<z/c‘9mffalz)f//d%’ ‘V’U-"”ﬁdm/é‘%/?fi&&;% /QM |

Sonta fleing v a 1260180 W Afm@# 7” SOl 11022109
gajétu ails Jtu 7/_)/),“,772‘(;(’({0 & ,,i/;g} /10101,{14[‘ ol (£ 28 by 014/153&5 5/‘&/(2:192107&71‘2! S0 zzul S? MZ¢61}J

1 23y 7 o / u,cpglz YO BIILT F Unouf//n(‘o
: f/cbzgzyédf tvzl’[ ERE ) L‘EHZZ ﬂuéé /JQfM gl\?/a/z a6> éf[‘(;’/ﬁi /{{{M*J)ntﬁvcﬁ?’v{[‘ml éomt g‘?c}l /}(d/ﬂ[

V277:74 Wd*af& 0’/‘ / 7S b
7// ﬂ“(’”“’f‘m VA gt“““&”“ V. 37/ z‘s?' if;f:;(g’u sabfer /J’wéaé / ﬁ;zaﬂu wmfum%cf &//z// f%{{? é‘?‘;«(je’f
Yk L/gm»mﬂx { o [/z 2 7/)1{ jZ, 0@ /z,ﬂ l{éf‘ Tl Lisor / gﬁ&&: [U/lezwz[gf V4L z S }'
M Eobs s1e0 7n f/d /) st ¢ c’z od¥ s s oﬂ‘tﬂunc;? 71L0N3Y" Qsed fRVIR g2
ini p w,;_ /fz A) st f/{[/a %%/Mo 0#0/% &Z?ﬂhyﬂ&w G lyrieg aly™,

- ‘fv 7= o z/t' /5 N 721 aé—a;é)‘r‘zfﬁ)mr

—saﬁtz% 557 %y -

; ' 767 Wﬁm %Zémmm ”ﬁfﬂlﬁb{if/f‘ % i. M f
c@fé Wi S Jogieo (OrS Wdf% P - 7.7 = ]

WM 27 J27¢ 007 ﬁ ‘)7}/ %Mo Grireoto %Wsﬂ’f/ﬂ%)ﬁ ﬁn%ft@afmpgﬁm

0% afdavel’y ¢ ,om% Koo 550 052> for qws aring
-ﬂ’é‘xfﬂ/”f 29:;;@ ‘- aﬁz 2 Sroal A,armvﬂ.g,;’ﬂffo s 11799‘{%4&@%"?%9

ﬂofﬁ‘}#]&k/mo %w 4 01@ 8‘%@ A n}w/uzﬁw

Nl gl ; ﬂﬂm’%ﬂp 15 6/ 7“’31!/“ j’lf@ /‘”‘2‘) i,
167 ﬁ&/ / é)w@z‘am 209 oyf:?.?r WygwatlZ‘&yJ" . /wﬂ

Cff- ' 5
i 7L 197, afi) Lo
Jvvof mw/ 47 2 ﬂv—m E ,::ag,.,/‘,/m

;\ '~

”cﬂﬂz@u ousy (72l 71, 2
;/im . Cacet gf—’inbr.?/ff‘ td«ﬁw 77225 ffaé’fzﬁg 2 JZ:% A
Q/fs%’fa wch ey s 5095 1 S bys ﬁtz%o AL DI Ui G a/mlzz#lﬁfmw il /ol
2z’ 93&9(1/}'0”1‘3 Xyl 67293 So ”‘Wﬁfﬂ@%m .52 , A
o Ay 177055 itsvits 3 Jubok ot U

oy e /muécw / fm &t 2 b s ;//fad’ zz‘m;é/% g
e /ym“fmw[ &4 téﬁ@” "9 /By0s. 0 MJJ 0l 4D thal 10vy foond rs fo fnaes y2 wbo

51l 100257 au Wf §/ﬂ‘a/f (/Z‘F” S22¢ )90 Lo LolE 7 7 a/ls cw% AR
v[’ (B/ acec‘?‘ /yo/d oS o' /dm‘zrznz / dL/jMa cumff’ﬂ/pw / /;,,

/7«:,,,”, & Sales /70/90 W WM@%Z;/‘% AM/A(M;)&ML/ /

2 o0 /f al 23 fo o> /sza,a A7 ¢ Y _{% G Lo 2224 SBre /0»4% o2¢ 74”
:fv*&(} /"""Z’ﬂ" ’ f‘” M'/‘Z” aar ﬂﬁ)'é" wa}/fm///fﬁa%mf ”’ v 87800000015t ;;/ém% ’
/"’ﬂ ot lézxm/‘ée meﬂﬁi Mjo/ /Mﬁ”;{ a/’fowaéﬂ% Y ot 0 prils @wz 50
/ "””9" Q// %09 ﬁ/""c‘) /M/LZ”"M d/‘(‘}/ zﬂ(z %faz‘fyf/o»éﬂ %@9&7? yr%mw b .971 |
Jocstds /"‘S Al f”/lc//“[““"ﬂ 22 7 3//“% 7 //3&/4(3 fo M/,g/ Destutory 45@

j/’/ﬂ[[ vt / VA .ﬁﬂn%& 201 71890 /7’/%;2)/ V' O2r2 M1 %% o A ﬁ’t#sz seot a ko ‘@/'{“7“
£k /1.9 7‘97()31‘ Py g/c&cw/m"/ S J,’de/L Ay szMZ /jé‘ @e}d}[ﬁ 228 ;4;//,(/1‘{/1‘ Yo anM? Pt 1214 71}{/}
A /aud‘* ,//3'.,(9,///&[ 7,30 /)97 ﬁl ot [&zfz a8 f 45 f/@[[ P90 LT 120 m 01/0 &Zn MIO@/T'Z/LC/'C&WL
ﬁw% ro g 1127 _,,ao;zy o Srre /Jé yﬁ’//ﬂ/&r S /e /z!ﬁufﬁm?.z 208 Jpsise @%/0/9 WH o
/‘53 g a[[ 9'0%{@ /Ig[u//‘&rl 27 /% gf&tufﬂi‘.’/ MSO/CQ’?I#ZMW&) W m%mu onﬂ e
fr“f zz ate @Lé/éﬂ/ﬁ# ﬂd/ Ml[/"”” b/"&j ’[‘91“/{0”:7 /WJ L, cﬂf/ 7&:4(( ﬂﬁ) /9%14191//;% lj)o
“ // 'ZZ"/‘ ; Qt' { dlfm" 248 Uomég axc} Sbj’ﬂmﬂ ﬂ/f r}ond /ar‘ﬂl&y‘ﬁ /a/ﬂfznz[; /v(’z[[:; ?aa@
r#

N 7 491/‘3“(7 e s 22 atdf FOAY) J33V el [ iwzccﬂ P 99 o = W
o ~ i 241LP 177 o bost 57 2es s anr /5 ogrpaltie 4%;(
M/f Qeotubrs 1] B8 o el 4135 il Lot rilt 853 (53 et 12 12
fm % /uz .L?ar /z&mc 20///.9/1 ’7// it ”ﬁ/ﬁ f imjo /é’rq“ :
{ ! )

0;4 ﬂ/‘ m Lt /{,mj aiid Soal 7/0 “?,ﬂy .
t, 1Ltf{ S ‘wtﬁq‘) ;l(f/’ 8459 1)1 07100091630 (1118 9 selod, | . C
Y 1aLd T Ho Wtabﬂhtém af lir) (addrvilC 412 B a[/[[;,,mj ﬁ% .
J/m;z:mf iy, J/‘.sv.fmwp/’zw 7 0 fudivilisyd Ee t
_/ / e 4k Co “ | | | ‘

D LO

: "7///@7 /{/ﬂ//K

1 41 ﬁt-y’%ﬂp



dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight

dan.glauber
Highlight


The Will of Thomas Hadden as Transcribed in "Scarsdale Story" by Helen Hultz
A final purchase on October 23, 1732 completed Hadden acres
Thoma Hadden twenty-five acresfor £ 54 from Joshua Tompkins
and his Wife Sarah. The bound began at the highway and
adjoined Hadden's hundred acres The Deed identifies the plot
as land sold to Joshua Tompkins | December 1731 by
John Tompkins who declares he received itfrom his honoredfather

Edmund Tompkins. G - 54

Thomas Hadden, Yeoman, lived in Fox Meadow
some thirty -odd years holding his property throughout
his lifetime.
his
His W ill dated February 19, 176 1, signed Thomas Il Hadden
was presented March 1, 1761 and entered atthe order mark
Cadwallader Colden in Ne\NYork city.

The Last Wl and Testament of Thomas Hadden wherein
provision for his slaves comprises half hisWill gives glimpses
of life near the end ofthe Colonial era.

" 1 give to Mary Wemnms and to my Wench Rose

the use and Profit of my house and lot of land

lying at the North End of myFarm adjo in ig tothe Road
it beginsata Grossfence a little Southerd ofthe hous

by the rods thence Westerly with thefence tOa brook
thence up the brook to JohnFisher land thence
Easterly withFishers land tothe Road thence
Southerly with the Road to the Crossfence where
itfirst began and the said Wens and the Wench

isto have the use of it sixyears after my Decease.

also I give to Mary Wems and tothe Wench Rose a Cow
and ten bushel ofwheat and a baril ofMeat

also Il give to my Wench Rose her bed and herwearing
cloaths and a Mare that wasgiven to herand
agreat Bason and a mug that was her owne

also itismy Desire and |l give to my Negro children
the beding that istheirn orthatthey sleepon
also all their wearing Cloathes



likewisel give to my Wench Rosethe sum
of twenty five poundsgood and Lawfull money

likewise | give to two of my Negro Boys that is
to Frances and Robert the sum of twenty five pounds
Each of good and Lawfull money

likewise I give to my Negro children Amos Lazerus
Dennes Jacob and Elenor thesum oftwenty five
pounds to each ofthem ingood and lawfull money

and the money thatlgive to my Wench | order
myYy Executors to pay it to her sone after my Decease

and the money thatl give to my Negro children
I order my Executors to put it out to Interest
andfor them to have the Interest of it as

my Executors shall seethey stand in need of it

also itismy Desire that ye ten sheep which

my two older Negro boys hath oftheir own and
are putoutonrentthat my Executors do sell them
soon after my Decease and put yemoney to Interest
as the money above for them

likewisethere is six Sheep that belongs to three
of my Negro Boys Amos Lazerus and Jacob which
I give them and I order my Executoryso slli

soon after my Decease and the money to be put

to Interestfor them as ye money above for them also

it ismy Will and Desire that at my Decease
all my Negroes be Exempted from Slavery and I give
them allfree from any bodys claiming them as Servants

alsol order my Executors at their Discretion to bind
my Negro Children outto Tradesas soone as may be
thought by my Executors they are fit

also to take some care thattheyare learnttoread”



Thomas Hadden orders his Executors to sell his Real and
Personal Estate. He bequeathed£ 400 to his son John
£ 100to hisson Joseph Hadden, £ 100to his daughter
Abigail Tonkins and to hisbrother John£ 10 The remainder
of his money is to be put to Interest for his "Wife as long as
she remains his widow. At her decease or remarriage
that money isto be equally divided between his sons.
John MccCord, Levi Devo and James McWire subscribed in witness.

On the fourth day of March 1761 before John Bartow
came John McCord and Levi DeVo and declared seeing
Thomas Hadden sign the Written Instrument bearing date
Oth day of February 1761. Proving approved by Cadwallader Coldin
Administration wasgranted unto Jonathan Griffen and
Caleb Hyatt 17 March 1761

Will NYC 22 - 497

Thus Jonathan Griffin ofthe Manor of Scarsdale and
Caleb Hyatt ofthe White Plains, Yeoman, as Executors for£ 1200
gave a Deed to Joseph Hadden late of the City of New York
Nnow of the Manor of Scarsdale, Yeoman. I7September 1761

" BEGINNING at a stump standing by the road
With a heap of stornes laid round it a few rods
to the southard Ofthe house that stands in sd farm
and from thence running westerly with Vine Devos
land toa read Oak tree standing by Brunks River
with a spruce staddle standing close to it
from thence running northerly upthe river
untill it comesto a stakestanding Closeto the edge
of the bank of said River with a heap of stones
laid round it which isa bound this land
NoVWW to be granted and Thomas Vails land and
from thence easterly with sd Vails land untill it comes
to John Fisher's Land and from thence southerly
with sd Fisher’s land and then easterly
With Fishers land untill it comesto the above said road
and then to run southerly with the road
tothe first mentioned bound a stump
with a heap of Stones Laid round it, Containing
by estimation One hundred and fifty acres
be the same more or less within said bounds™

H - 42
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